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DON'T FORGET 

The Covid-19 virus has forced Ben Hur to limit or cancel all 

activities during the previous months. Watch the electronic 

calendar and Emma notifications for more notifications. The Ben 

Hur Board of Directors are looking forward to a return to normal.  

The photo known as the “Editorial Without Words” is probably one of 
the best recognized symbols of Shriners Hospitals, yet it was taken 
almost by accident. Randy Dieter, the photographer, recalled than in 
1970, he had been on assignment covering Hadi Shriners’ annual 
outing for children with special needs at the now-defunct Mesker 
Amusement Park in Evansville, Indiana. 
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BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR ROMEO DENGHEL 

2020 POTENTATE 
rdenghel@gmail.com     512-554-6356 

 

PAUL PENNINGTON…….……...CHIEF RABBAN 
 plpennington@gmail.com      512– 567-6920 
 

DENNIS MOTLEY…..…....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 dennismotley65@gmail.com    512-844-8374 
 

CHUCK JONES…...….HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 fatboy1955@gmail.com    512-797-0718 
 

JAMES A HEINEMAN….…..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com      281-923-5890 
 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Chair 

 Jim & Debbie Kinley 

Entertainment Committee 

Dorothy Cook, Kyle Cook, Mac & Laura Cutler, 

Russell Jones, Marco & Belinda Pizana, Craig & 

Shelby Reiswig, Ted & Charla Robertson, Gene & 

Karen Sanders, Mike & Michelle Sanders, Brenda 

Scholin, Lana Stone, Jesus & Sonia Trevino, John 

Wood, 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Romeo Denghel, Potentate, Chief Rabban 

Paul Pennington, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 John Blair 

Parade Marshal 

 James Heineman 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ramon Reyes 

Public Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

  

Webmaster/Designer 

 Brett M. Chandler-Finch 
APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Administrative Assistant for Office 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Rev Don Long 

Colonel of Units 

 Earl Robertson, PP 

Donor Relations 

 Chuck “Fester” Jones, High Priest & Prophet 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - Ferril “F.C.” Smith, MD 

Outer Guard - Robin Shannon 

1st Ceremonial Master—Gene Sanders, PP 

2nd Ceremonial Master - Mike Sanders 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban—Russell Jones 

Marshal - Silas Powell, PP 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Sept 17, 

2020. YOUR 2020 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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POTENTATE’s MEssAGE - rdenghel@gmail.com 

Ladies and Nobles, 

My article last month about my pencil story was 

very successful.  I received many compliments, and 

not just from First Lady Holly and the Dowager Countess (my 

mother).  I was hoping that I would write an even better story 

this month. 

Alas, such is not the case. 

With the current restrictions in place in the city of Austin, Ben 

Hur Shrine is canceling all events until further notice.  This 

includes unit and club meetings, and all other social gatherings at 

Ben Hur Shrine. 

This was not an easy decision to make, especially since units and 

club were in the process of returning to a somewhat normal 

schedule.  However you may feel about the City of Austin’s 

decision to ban all gatherings of ten or more people, remember 

the charge you received as an Entered Apprentice, to conform 

with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which you 

live. 

It is my hope that next month’s column will have better tidings. 

Fraternally, 
Romeo Denghel 
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Chief Rabban - plpennington@gmail.com 

 

Nobles, 

 

I know this has been a trying time for each one of us in some 

way. You should know your Divan is using all the information at 

our disposal to make the best decisions we can to minimize the 

impact of our current situation on everyone of us. This has been 

an extremely difficult time to be a “leader”. As I have said 

previously, this virus is a very real thing. Some people will take 

it more seriously than others but the same can be said for any 

issue. The most disturbing part of the Covid-19 saga for me has been how politicized it 

has become. Regardless of what side of the aisle you sit on the way politicians have 

latched onto this has been disheartening.  

 

I personally know several Shrine Masons who have died from what was classified as 

Covid-19. We have a Ben Hur Noble who was positively diagnosed with Covid-19 and 

has made a full recovery. We have a Ben Hur Noble that was attacked by rioters over 

the extreme civil unrest that we are seeing right here in Austin. We have had TSA and 

our Imperial Sessions canceled and moved to a digital format because our Imperial 

Divan believed that was in our best interest. For several of the reasons listed here and 

just about everywhere else you look it is impossible to say that this situation has not 

had an impact on each one of us in some way.  

 

In mid-June an email was sent out from a person claiming to be me looking for gift 

card donations very similar to the fake email that was sent out several months ago 

from someone claiming to be our Potentate. If you get an email that seems odd the 

first thing you should do is look at the actual email address it is being sent from. If you 

have any questions on the legitimacy of the email call the person who sent it and ask 

them if it is real. It is a sad time we are living in when people will try to take advantage 

of our giving and helpful nature. Keep yourself safe.  

 

As a Mason we are reminded that we have a finite number of days to accomplish our 

goals. This has been a glaring truth for me this year as I watch my term as Chief 

Rabban tick by day by day while I attempt to make plans for the future without being 

sure of what that future will look like or when we will be able to become active again. I 

challenge you to make the most out of each and every day you wake up. Avoid the 

negativity when you can and focus on the positive. Be kind to each other.  

 

Carpe diem! 

 

Paul  
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High Priest & Prophet -  fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 

Howdy Nobles and Ladies,  
     I was trying to think of something for my article and my 
granddaughter was at our house and wanted to tell her Shriner 
Hospital story, good idea, so here it is. 
     

    My name is Alyssa Jones, I am 14 years old and I live in Kyle, 
Tx. My Dad and Papa are Ben Hur Shriners. We found out that my 
scoliosis had gotten way worse in December 2019. We visited the 
Shriners Hospital in Shreveport in January and they ran tests and 
x-rays. They said my back had a 60 degree bend and a 28 

degree twist. They contacted us and my surgery was set for 

February 26th. The day before the surgery my parents and I took a tour of the whole 
hospital. Everyone was real nice and answered all our questions. We met some of the 
people involved including all the doctors and nurses. We met Doctor Powell who did my 
surgery. They explained everything that was going to happen the next day. There were 
a lot of kids there and activities going on like bingo and video games. They were having 
school classes for the Panama kids. There were also kids doing physical therapy. I liked 
the hospital and everyone was real happy. It didn’t seem like a hospital. 

The next day we had to be there at 4:45 am. They put me in a room, they gave me a 
Teddy Bear (I named him Loopy after I got out of surgery because I was so loopy) and 
a welcome bag of markers, books and things. A nurse prepared me for surgery. The 
room had a TV and a big window with kid things on the walls. They took me in for 
surgery about 7 am and I don’t remember much more. Surgery was about 7 hours 
long. I woke up first in the recovery room and the second time I was in my room and it 
was dark. It hurt some but not as bad as I expected. I started walking with assistance 
that night and the next day I was walking unassisted in my regular clothes. Everyone 
was really nice and helped me with everything. They brought me a video game in my 
room. I walked to the big day room and played bingo and other games. There were a 
bunch of other kids in there and we all won prizes. I also spent some time in the “Tim 
Tebow” teen room. He is a football player and donated everything to the hospital. It 
was full of games and football things. 
 

     I had the surgery on Wednesday, was walking Friday and released to go home on 
Saturday. I gained 1 and half inches after the surgery. In the next six weeks I gained 
another two inches. My scar runs down my whole back and the two rods are about 12 
inches long.  I can do just about everything now that I could do before and it’s getting 
better every day. I had a follow up on the computer because of the virus. I still have to 
go back to the hospital again to follow up.  
 

    I want to thank Shreveport Shriners Children’s Hospital and Ben Hur Shriners. 
Everyone was really nice to me and I will never forget how everyone treated me and 
my parents. I would like to take some treat bags to the kids at the hospital some day 
and thank everyone there. I would like to come thank and talk to the Ben Hur Shriners 
someday also.  
 

Alyssa Jones 
 

My whole family thanks everyone in our great Children’s Hospitals and our great 
fraternity. 
 
 

Ben Hur Shrine Proud 
Chuck “Fester” Jones (Pictures next page) 
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AFTER 

BEFORE 
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Hello Ladies and Nobles 

Well it is looking a bit better concerning getting out. Janet and I 

have visited several of our local restaurants for a SIT-IN MEAL, 

YEAH. It is looking better, but still a ways to go. 

The Lodges I belong to were able to hold stated meetings and 

conduct their elections for the ensuing Masonic Year. I was again 

elected as Secretary of Buda Lodge #800 with a 100% increase 

in pay! LOL. 

While the Good Cheer Committee was 

out spreading the cheer, they ran into 

Stan Anderson and during their conversation, he brought up 

the clothing collection bin on the property. The clothing is 

collected by a company who pays the Shriners Hospital for 

Children in Houston so much per pound. The amount paid to 

the hospital has been about $200/month. This was the first 

we had ever heard about it, so I am getting this out there in 

the hopes that we can increase the use of this service. I am 

going to inform the Lodges I belong to and offer to collect 

their clothing to add to the bin and possible increase monies 

collected for the Houston hospital. You might want to make 

the same offer to your lodges. 

 

As far as parades, most have been canceled, but right now the Lampasas Spring Ho 

Parade on July 11 is still a go until further notice. Maybe we will get in at least 1 

parade this year. I am missing them. 

The Al Zafar Potentate, Ill. Sir Marty Bartlett organized a Shriners Cruse on August 16 

out of Galveston. This is may still be a go and there are plenty of stateroom available. 

Ben Hur has 9 cabins booked, with 17 Ladies and Nobles going. If you are interested, 

below is the information. Janet has created a Private Group on Facebook for members 

that are going and can post any changes or events happening. This is going to be FUN! 

Sam Stimson has made Janet the unofficial/official Cruise Director, LOL. If you book, 

please let Janet or me know. 

You can cancel up to 3 days before the cruise to get, we think get your money back, 

but it may be credit towards another cruise. If the Cruise Line cancels, you will get 

125% cruise credit. Verify this with the Travel Agent. 

Cruise Information: 
Donna Zaremba 
Group Specialist and Master Cruise Counselor 
Vacations To Go 
dzaremba@vacationstogo.com 
US and Canada: 800-514-9986 ext. 7671                         Hope to see everyone soon. 
Group # 8465194 - TX Shriners 2020 Cruise                         James Heineman 
                                                                                              Oriental Guide 



July 2020 8 

Get out your color pencils. Here is something to doodle 

away the time while you are cooped up. 
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BEN HUR  ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 

From Whence We Came 
  

There burst upon the literary scene in 1880 a powerful novel written by an old Union 

General born in 1827 in Brookfield, Indiana.  He served as Union General, lawyer, 

governor of the New Mexico Territory, Indiana Senator and diplomat to Turkey.  He 

also sat on the Court Martial Board of the Lincoln conspirators and fought with Juarez 

in Mexico against Maximillan. His name is Lewis “Lew” Wallace. 

Wallace’s successes and failures in the military took him back to his Crawfordsville, 

Indiana home.  He was a prolific writer drawing upon his own experiences.  In 1873 he 

started research on a new novel that would become Ben Hur-A Tale of Christ.  The 

novel featured friendship, betrayal, love lost, love regained, redemption and a chariot 

race.  The story is seen through the eyes of a young Jewish noble, Judah Ben-

Hur.  The novel was such a success that in 1899 it was adapted into a play and in later 

years a movie (1907-1925-1959-2016). 

The great fraternity of the Ancient and Accepted Order of the Nobles of the Mystic 

Shrine had just come on the scene in 1872.  In 1900 there was a group of Masons in 

Austin, Texas working to form a Temple sponsored by Hella Shrine in Dallas.  Because 

of the popularity of the novel, its impact on the public of the day the name was 

adopted for the new shrine temple in Austin, Texas.  Ben Hur Shrine Temple had their 

first meeting in October 1891 under auspices of Hella Shrine.  Over the years there 

was a large paddle wheel river boat named Ben Hur on Lake McDonald (now Lake 

Austin) and a town in East Texas named Ben Hur.  We know for certain that Ben Hur 

Temple had a parade chariot as early as 1918 and was pictured in the Imperial 

Session in Washington, D.C. in 1923.  The monthly publication was The Chariot.  The 

current chariot in the lobby of Ben Hur was built in about 1926.  Stories are that it was 

in the movie Ben Hur in 1925.  The current chariot was in the Imperial Shrine Parade 

in 1932 but was never in the movie.  The charioteer was Noble F. W. Nowlin who 

drove a team of four white horses. 

On Aug 3, 1921 a lecture was given by Herbert Yeuell regarding the origin of Ben 

Hur’s name.   Approximately 200 stereoptical views were presented to the nobles and 

ladies present giving a good version of the story of Ben Hur. 
  

“Lew” Wallace died in 1905.  In his waning years he said “It seems now that when I sit down finally in 
the old man’s gown and slippers, helping the cat to keep the fireplace warm, I shall look back on Ben 
Hur as my best performance”. 
  
Gene Freudenberg 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

 

July 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 

Travis Cty 

Special 

Election 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

EARLY VOTING 

EARLY VOTING 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

August 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 

Rental 

3 

Texana 

123 

4 5 6 7 8 

Rental 

9 10 11 

Rental 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Directors 

Staff 

19 

Golf 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 

Rental 

26 

Clown 

27 

Carboys 

28 29 

Rental 

30 31      
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Alzafar Car Show 
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HOSPITAL TRANSPORTERS 

If you are not already aware, Shriners International issued a 

statement on 16 June temporarily suspending all van transport 

of children to our hospitals because of the COVID-19 scare.  

This stoppage, combined with a steadily decreasing patient load, 

could well spell the termination of the Ben Hur Hospital 

Transporters program as we know it. 

This saddens me deeply, as I have always felt that taking kids 

and their parents to our Houston and Galveston hospitals was 

the most personally satisfying duty a Shriner could have.  

Nothing will substitute for past images of kids being carried to 

our van on a first trip, using crutches on a later trip , and finally 

walking unaided into their homes. 

Many nobles and their ladies have participated in this program 

through the years. They won’t miss the early wake-ups, long 

hours and trips to and from Houston and Galveston, but they’ll 

miss the kids.   

In the event that our services are no longer needed, I want to 

thank all my fellow drivers and riders for their unselfish 

dedication to serving our kids. 

Ron Dewees, President 

Hospital Transporters 
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CAPITAL CITY CARBOYS 

The unit met on Sunday, June 7th to keg a 

couple of brews, clean up and enjoy each others 

company after several months of lock-up.  

Although masks were suggested, our mascot 

decided to dump his mask. Makes drinking beer 

easier. 

Our Brewmaster, Dale Rundell, called a quick 

meeting of those present to discuss our next 

formal meeting/field trip. 

It seems the Spirit of Texas Distillery has added 

Beer to their talents. They are a bunch of great 

people and I am sure they will show us their 

equipment and show us around. They will 

probably have some of their brew on tap. 

Put the date on your calendar, August 27, 2020, 

around 5:30pm. Looking forward to seeing 

everyone who is comfortable venturing out. 

Do you have a Webfez account? Did you know that you can edit and update your 

personal information in Webfez? Well, when you were created the Recorder of the 

Temple entered all of you information in Web Fez, your name, address, phone number 

and email. This is that key information that insures you receive information from Ben 

Hur or Imperial. If you move or change your email it is your responsibility to change 

your personal information. To do that you need to have a Webfez account. Here is how 

you do that.  

1. Go to webfez.shrinenet.org 

2. Click on the Register button 

3. On the Registration page, choose Ben Hur and then type in your member number 

and your last and first name. 

4. Click on Register Button (you will be directed to the create new account page) 

5. Enter your email, confirm the email, enter a password, and confirm the password. 

6. Read and scroll the legal agreement stuff. Agree by clicking on the check list. 

7. After clicking on the agreement, click on Register. You are now registered and 

can log into your account in Webfez. 

That is all there is to it. Now you can maintain your personal information and insure 

you receive mail, phone calls, and email from Ben Hur or Shriners International. 
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2020 CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

 

 
NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? Remember to check the date following your 

name. Next edition will drop all dates to 7/20 ! Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to 

become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24 
Prairie Lea Lodge #114 11/23 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 11/23 
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP 10/23 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 10/23 
Imp. Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith 07/23 
Dottie Hughes & Alan Mulder 07/23 
Kathy & Randy Wimbish 02/23 
Heather & Rob Kelly, Jr 02/23 
Louise J Hein 02/23 
Dale & Barbara Dugger 09/22 
Duke & Tracey Dugger 09/22 
Alfred & Ellie Blaschke 03/22 
Byron & Linda Betncourt 03/22 
Hubert & Dorothy Cook 02/22 
Bobby G Harden 01/22 
Highland Lakes Shrine Club 01/22 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/21 
David & Samon Isbell 10/21 
Vernon & Leona Milton 09/21 
In Memory of Gail Carruth 09/21 
Gerald "Jerry" Carruth 09/21 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/21 
Charles Casey 05/21 
In Memory of Judy Casey 05/21 
Colorado Commandery #4 KT 05/21 

Austin Council #2 RSM 05/21 
Lonestar Chapter #6 RAM 05/21 
In Memory of Betty Anderson 04/21 
Stan Anderson 04/21 
Alice & Billy Edmondson 03/21 
Charles Campbell 03/21 
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/21 
Tom Arbuckle 02/21 
Doris Grabo 12/20 
Tom & Judy Schneider 12/20 
Leonard & Lidia Bronik 10/20 
Jack Neal 10/20 
Forest & Doris Cruse 10/20 
Ron & Jami Dewees 09/20 
WILCO Shrine Club 09/20 
Jim & Donna King 07/20 
Herb & Shirley Canada 07/20 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/20 
James & Janet Heineman  07/20 
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Your Ad could go here! 

 

 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                    

Jimmy D Siegeler   03/27/2020 
Jerry A Hunt  04/17/2020 
Gene C Payne   04/18/2020 

 

 

Your Ad could go here! 

 

 

Your Ad could go here! 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 
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NOBILITY SALES ITEMS 

Sony Mega Storage 300 CD Player and Sony Audio Control Center with 300 

original CD’s… Music from the 50’, 60’, 70’, 80’, & 90’ by named artists. 

Approximately 50% country. Also Easy Listening, Folk, Holiday, Jazz, Pop, Rock & 

Religious 

$195.00 

Contact Boyce Freitag 

Cell (512) 461-8175 

Kestell Folding Poker Table, 52”, 8 player 

$65.00 

Contact Boyce Freitag 

Cell (512) 461-8175 

Do you have a business or know of a business that would like to reach 

over 700 views?  We would love additional business sponsorships for 

our Chariot.  For additional information contact Ben Hur Shrine at 

secretary@benhurshrine.org or 512-480-0812 

mailto:secretary@benhurshrine.org


Ben Hur Shriners 

7811 Rockwood  Lane 

Austin, TX  78757 

(512) 480-0812 
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TIME DATED MATERIAL 

DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN JULY 

 7/1 

Gordon D Irwin 

George T Hepner 
 
 7/2 

Will S Moursund 
 
 7/3 

Ronald C Harrison, PP 

Robert K Hogue 

Mark E Besch 
 
 7/4 

Terrell G Stewart 

Robert W Britt 
 
 7/5 

Roger H Glick 
 
 7/7 

Clive N Hartsfield III 
 

 7/8 

Saadi A Ferris 

James R Medina 

Jack A Poole, Jr 
 

  

 

 7/9 

Elwood A Rice 

Ralph E Reasor, Jr 

Dave P Hall 

Robert A Cullen, Jr 

Clifton G Whitt 
 

 7/10 

Larry J Moseley 
 
 7/11 

Vernon D Barnes 

Philip W George 

Mark M Stacey 
 
 7/12 

James L Wier 

Jim Kinley Jr 
 
 7/14 

Jonathan Jones 
 

 7/15 

Julius T Browder 
 

 7/16 

Thomas R Schneider 
 

   

 7/18 

Michael G Barry, PP 

James A Heineman 

Stephen P Lingebach 

Harold L Shepard 
 

 7/20 

William M Sanguinet III 

James R Luton 
 
 7/21 

Michael W Sanders 
 
 7/23 

James N Davidson 
 
 7/25 

Joe A Pickering 
 
 7/26 

Loren R Orme, PP 

George H Cheney 
 
 7/28 

Gene R Eaves 

 

  

 7/29 

Johnnie B Heck 

Jonathan F Krueger 

  

 7/30 

Boyce K Freitag, PP 

John C Wood 

 

 7/31 

Thomas E Barber 

Thomas A Chenault 


