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Potentates message—rdenghel@gmail.com
Ladies and Nobles,
First Lady Holly and I are survivors of the 2021 Imperial Session in
Houston. We had a great time, along with everyone else who
attended. Why the ‘survivor’ title, you ask? Because the traditional
Texas Breakfast hosted by Texas Shrine Association was held at
0600 hours. That’s 6 AM! Yes, six o’clock IN THE MORNING! First
Lady Holly and I are not morning people, but we still represented
Ben Hur honorably at this year’s breakfast.
The parade was spectacular. The Ben Hur float was towards the front of the parade,
and once we finished the parade route, I had the chance to see the rest of the parade
and enjoy seeing all the vehicles brought by Shriners all over the country to Houston.
Join us for the Casino Party on August 14th. We will have roulette, craps, Texas hold
’em, blackjack and slot machines, along with food and drinks. There shall be no
broccoli, but there shall be at least two kinds of dessert.

Last month I promised you a story, with the only clue given as ‘John from Heaven.’
The rest of this article is John’s story, and how he came to be called John from Heaven.
Before I start, many of you have asked me if the stories I write are true. Yes,
EVERYTHING that has been written regarding the Transylvanian village where I spent
most of my childhood is true. The customs are real, and the stories are described with
careful care to avoid exaggeration.
The story of John from Heaven may seem fabricated, but everyone I have ever asked
about this story has assured me all the details are true. My mother has spent the last
few weeks making calls to my family and some of the older people in the village, asking
for as much detail as possible about John, to reconfirm the story I heard many years
ago. Everyone told the same story, with the same details, and to me this means the
story is true. Fake stories tend to differ in the finer details.
John was born in the early 1890s. When he was three years old, his parents loaded the
family cart with sacks of grain to take to the mill. John wanted to go too, so he ran out
on the street, chasing the cart. His parents took pity on him, stopped the cart and
loaded John on the back of it, on top of the grain sacks. A few miles down the road, a
great cloud descended from above and landed on the road. From the cloud, an ornate
carriage appeared, drawn by four white horses, adorned with bells and golden tassels.
John and his family were paralyzed with surprise. From the carriage, a beautiful young
woman emerged, dressed all in white, with blonde hair. She walked up to John, picked
him up in her arms and returned to the carriage. The cloud reappeared around the
carriage, and it ascended until it could no longer be seen. All of this happened in the
span of a few minutes, and the cloud disappeared before anyone could manage to say
or do anything. The event was witnessed by many people, and John’s family filed a
police report for his kidnapping. The police investigated the event and interviewed all
the witnesses, and everyone’s story matched. The investigation was eventually closed,
and John was slowly forgotten.

Aug 2021

4

Twenty-seven years later, a great storm was raging around one of the mountain peaks
in the valley. Many people saw the tail of a huge dragon appearing and disappearing
through the clouds. The amount of water that came down was impressive even for a
Texas storm. After the storm, a couple of miles away, one of the villagers was out in
her yard checking for storm damage. She saw a man walk down the road, completely
naked and without any hair. He appeared to be in his early thirties and spoke to her in
the Romanian dialect specific to the village. This dialect is unique to the valley and it is
a mixture of Romanian and Hungarian. However, most Romanians and Hungarians not
exposed to it would have trouble communicating, so the fact that an outsider spoke it
flawlessly was impressive. The man called the woman by her name, and identified
himself as John, the kidnapped boy from all those years ago. He knew everyone by
name, even those born after his disappearance.
The woman offered him some clothing and food, and John was very grateful. He knew
his parents had died and that his younger brother had inherited the family fortune.
John went to his old childhood home, but his brother would not even allow him to enter
the yard. The brother was worried that John was going to claim the rights to the
estate, so he denied this outsider was John and that was that.
For the remainder of the time John was alive, heavy hail systematically destroyed all
the crops of John’s younger brother. At times, the hail was concentrated over a few
acres, to avoid destroying crops belonging to other people. Karma… Never mess with
wizards! Also, be a true Shriner and be kind to all.
John lived the rest of his days as a nomad through the village. He spent his nights in
barns and slept in mangers. He performed weather-related miracles for villagers, who
gratefully provided John with food and clothing. This earned him the nickname John
from Heaven.

John wore a device around his neck, described by the villagers as a piece of wood.
Keep in mind this is about a hundred years ago, in an isolated mountain village in
Transylvania. The word ‘iPad’ was not in their vocabulary. John tapped rhythmically on
this piece of wood, and miracles happened. My family was lucky enough to benefit
from one of these miracles. My great grandparents were out in the field one day,
working fast to finish their chores before the gathering storm started. John walked by
and asked my grandfather is there was anything John could do to help. My grandfather
expressed his concern about the coming storm, and offered John some of their food,
which consisted of boiled eggs, cheese, and corn meal. This is pretty standard lunch
fare in the village. If you want to get fancy, you can add some fried pork sausage. If
you’re trying to show off hoping it will earn you a Michelin star rating, add some green
bean soup. John was very grateful for the food but ate very little of it. He then told my
grandparents to continue their work in peace and not worry about the storm. He went
under a hazelnut tree (as abundant there as live oak is in Texas), which John
considered holy, and started tapping the piece of wood around his neck. The storm
clouds went away and not a drop of rain fell that day.
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John told the villagers that after the lady picked him up from his family cart all those
years ago, she took him underground to a school where children from all over the world
were taught the dark art of Schlomance. The adepts of this art, called Solomonars, are
said to have been able to control the weather and rode through the skies on their
dragons. Students were recruited from common folk, and the art took seven years to
master, after which each adept was assigned to a specific region. John was assigned to
his native area, and the day he appeared in the village was not a good day for him.
According to the stories he later told, the dragon was moody that day and threw him
off.
John was a very religious man and could be seen praying frequently. He didn’t ask for
much and was always eager to help. Most villagers were happy to listen to his stories
and were careful not to upset him, especially after his brother’s crops were repeatedly
lost to heavy hail. John’s favorite activity was soaking in the huge cauldron where
villagers washed their whites using lye and scalding hot water. He kept begging to be
allowed in the cauldron, and finally one merciful woman allowed him to climb in. He
spent some time in the alkaline hot water, and then spent the next two days cooling off
in the icy river.
Early on during his first days after he reappeared in the village, John declared that he
would not live long among the villagers. He was used to a different environment, and
the village weather was slowly killing him. When he passed away at the age of thirtyseven, the villagers buried him with honors. His grave can still be visited in one of the
village cemeteries.
The skeptic in me wants to believe that this story has a simple explanation. I envision
a hot air balloon (can you believe the French wanted us to call it a Montgolfier after the
brothers who invented it?!) landing on a dusty rural road and a childless aristocrat
picking up a child from a cart, to raise as her own. The child later learned the art of
controlling the weather from his family, which could amount to early versions of cloud
seeding. Or it could just be aliens… The Solomonars aren’t the only weird and
unexplained things in Transylvania. They are part of the Transylvanian lore and were
written about as long ago as two centuries. The dragons are believed to still live under
a mountain lake there.
Everyone I’ve talked to about John from Heaven swears the story is true and happened
exactly as described. I invite you to do a web search for ‘Solomonar’ to read the
materials available online and decide for yourself. As for me, I would happily share my
eggs, cheese, and corn meal with anyone, whether they help me or not.
In closing, if you’re going to ride in front of the storm on a dragon, make sure the
dragon is not cranky! Otherwise, the dragon may throw you off and you’ll spend the
rest of your days sleeping in mangers. Well, if it makes you happy, it’s a decent life.
Barns are famous in the village for never needing to be heated in the winter. They are
always a cozy mid-seventy degrees, and would make comfortable living quarters, as
long as you can tolerate the smell of fresh manure.
Fraternally,

Romeo Denghel
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Chief rabban - dennismotley65@gmail.com
Nobles and Ladies,
I hope this finds you all well.
What a great time Lady Sherree and I had at the Imperial Session
this year. It was great seeing all of you that could come to Houston
to honor Imperial Sir Jim Smith and Lady Alice. It was also great
seeing all our friends and counterparts from Temples around the
world. If you have never attended an Imperial Session, I highly encourage each of you
to attend one whenever possible. Next year’s Imperial Session will be held in
Minneapolis, MN.
The circus is fast approaching. By the publishing of this newsletter, Circus ads have
already been turned in, and shirts ordered. We still have nobility tickets available to
purchase through the office. Please reach out to Laura should you desire to purchase
some. Nobility tickets can be purchased up until the week prior to the circus.
Speaking of Nobility tickets, if every noble in our temple were to purchase their
allotted 10 tickets, we would make $82,500.00 to help support OUR Temple. I realize
this isn’t being realistic. If every Noble were to just purchase 4 tickets, we would
make $33,000.00. This goes a long way to help out with our budget for next year.
Please consider purchasing 2-4 tickets. Even if you don’t plan on attending, I am sure
you know a family in need that would appreciate the tickets.
We still need volunteers to work the shows during the circus. Please reach out to
myself or Laura to sign up. I am not asking anyone to be there for all of the shows,
pick a time and date that works best for you and we will sure put you to work. You will
be able to watch some of the show and or shows as well.
We will have badge pick up the week before the Circus. If you or your family will be
volunteering to work any of the shows, we will have a badge that you will need in
order to get in. We will be providing food and drinks during the entire circus weekend
to those that are working.
Please remember, proceeds from the circus benefit the Temple. If you show up,
please do so with the intention of working and helping out wherever you can. I wish
we could let everyone in that shows up, however, this is a fundraiser and letting
everyone in just so they can watch a show is not the purpose of having this event.
Volunteer, come out and work a little, then take in a show. This not only benefits the
staff working the circus, but it also benefits YOUR Temple.
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Assistant rabban - fatboyfab1955@gmail.com
Howdy Nobles and Ladies,
Well, Imperial Session 2021 is under our belt now. Houston
was a bunch of fun and everything worked out well. Pam, Nick
Jones, David Hoke, Ricky Hays and I were in Houston a week early
to help transport folks from the airport to the hotels. We met a
bunch of good people and were able to spend some of the last
week in session activities. I really appreciate the help from my
wife, son and friends. Thanks to Director General Charlie Farnham
and his elves that did a great job putting on Imperial Session. It
was several years of planning and hard work. Charlie had a bunch
of Ben Hur help and many others from around the state.
We watched the changing of the guard from Imperial Sir Jim Smith to Imperial Sir
Bill Bailey and congratulations Imp. Sir Bailey. It’s hard to believe it has been a
year. The elections created a new Imperial Officer, Outer Guard Imperial Sir Tim
Forbis from Cheyenne, Wyoming. I talked with Tim and he is grateful, excited and
enthused. He is looking forward to supporting everyone and working
together. Congratulations and good luck to you Sir.
The Marketplace was good sized this year and you could get just about any Shriner
swag you could imagine. Thanks Ill. Sir Boyce Freitag for organizing that. There are
videos of First Lady Holly and Pam riding around on an electric ice chest scooter
floating around on Facebook somewhere. I managed to get out without spending
much money. The Bellamy Brothers put on a good show for the crowds and everyone
had a good time.
There were several Shriner Children’s Hospital Ambassadors all around the
session. It was really nice to meet them and hear their Hospital stories. Our
granddaughter Alyssa attended the Shriners Hospital Ambassadors training. They all
worked on training, videos, and sharing stories. They all hope to represent our
Hospitals someday. All of the Ambassadors in training attended an Astros game one
night and got to see the Astros win. Alyssa made a bunch of new friends and had
fun. Imperial First Lady Debby Bailey’s project this year is Scoliosis treatment and I
am sure we will all hear more about this soon.
Pam and I are looking forward to the upcoming parades and our circus. Please join
us on a parade and sign up to help at the circus. It’s great to see everyone working
together and having a good time. I hope this finds everyone happy and in good
health. Please call your friends and brothers to check on them or just say hi. God
Bless y’all and it is a pleasure to serve you and our temple. Stay Ben Hur Proud.
Chuck “Fester” Jones
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High Priest & Prophet - heinemanja@yahoo.com
Howdy All,
Janet and I finally got to go to an Imperial Session. This year
of course was held here in Texas at the George R. Brown
Convention Center in Houston. This place is huge. I believe it is ½
mile round trip to any place you need or want to go! To say we
made our steps every day was an understatement. I was able to
attend some of the session and see how the business end for
Imperial is conducted and it was interesting. I did make the Clown
competition and got a lot of pictures done. Most of which are of our very own clown
competing this year, Will Braswell. He was great. He puts 100% of his effort in the
performance and when done is completely winded, not to mention 2 trophies for his
work. It was fun to watch him.
Then there is marketing. Get out your credit card! Enough said about that.
On Wednesday, Janet and I were super busy taking care of the Bellamy Brother’s
Band. We doubled our steps put in that day making sure everything was in place and
the members happy. It was great working with their Tour Manager and bass guitarist,
Rand Hall. They are an easy-going group who just want to make music and entertain
the crowd. We closed out the day making sure the band was fed and then off to their
next gig.
We look forward to future Imperial Sessions, especially because we will not have
to work and be able to enjoy the whole process.
Having Fun in “21”

Oh yeah, congratulations
to out new Imperial
Potentate, Bill Bailey!
Signing off,
James Heineman
HP&P
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Imperial 2021 parade fun
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August 2021
SUN

MON
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WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4
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6

7

Sons of
Herman

Texana 123

BOD

LOH

8

9

15

16

W. Keith
Johnson,
PP
Memorial
22

WILCO
TSMPA Obstacle Course—Kyle
10

11

Mini-B’s

Trailblazers

17
Directors
Staff

18

13

14
BHST
Casino
Night

19

20

21

27

28

BHS Dark

Provost
Practice
23

24

BHST Line
Dancing
Lessons
29

12

25
Clown

26
Carboys

Travel Club Camping
30

31

Ruh Neb

BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR
LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE.
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September 2021
SUN
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WED
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SAT

1

2

3

4
CIRCUS

5
CIRCUS

12

6
Labor Day
BHS Closed
Texana 123

7
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14

8

9

Trailblazers

Provost
Guard

15

16

Mini B’s

19

20

27

21

22

Provost

Clown

28

11

17

18

24

25

BH Stated

23

TRAVEL CLUB

Directors
Staff
26

10

29

30

BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR
LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE.
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Texas
Breakfast at
6am.
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Clowning around by will
Article from Silly Willie was not received on time, so tune in
next month for more pearls of so called wisdom. Maybe. Who
knows? Who’s on first. Knights that say NI!
In the mean time here are some more pics of Willie at
Imperial 2021

Willie won both of these 3rd place
awards. Not the clown with him.

Parade is finished. Only
casuality is one worn out clown.
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Wilco shrine club
While we still mourn the passing of Noble Ray De Vries, the Black Camel comes along
and takes another mighty fine Mason and Shriner, Noble Saadi Ferris. Our hearts go out
to the families of these fine Nobles. May they forever Rest In Peace. Amen.
Before we know it, the Holiday Season will be upon us. So, please join me in welcoming
Noble Gary Kramer, the new Director for WILCO Shrine Club's Christmas and Holiday
Lights Program. Gary has come to Ben Hur Shrine and WSC from Ben Ali Temple,
Sacramento, California, just in time to give Noble Jack Neal a much-needed rest from
his many years and years of service and unequalled dedication to this most
worthwhile program.
WILCO Shrine Club Nobles David Yeager and Greg Roland were elected as
the Worshipful Master and Junior Warden of San Gabriel Lodge No. 89 AF&AM,
Georgetown, Texas, and were installed in their new offices on Saturday, July 10,
2021. Congratulations Brothers David and Greg!
Your WILCO Shrine Club continues to meet every month on the
first Thursday, in the Party Room at Mel's Lonestar Bowling Lanes, 1010
N. Austin Avenue in Georgetown. So, come on out and enjoy!
Please, if you have any questions about the new meeting place, call any of your Shrine
Club Officers.
Jim Crawford 334-313-6272, Ron DeWees 512-423-9403 or Ron Speaks 813-3650101.
We look forward to seeing all of you at Mel's for the next get together at 5:45,
on Thursday, August 2.
Ron Speaks
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Austin Assembly #5 represented well at the Grand Assembly of Texas. We
had some second place winners in the ritual competitions. Some new girls
attending for the first time in Texas. Appointees to the Grand floor and
some Grand Representatives to other states. We had one girl go through
her majority service there as well. She ended her active Rainbow Girl career as the Grand Secretary.
Remember we meet at Round Rock Lodge 227 every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month.
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Capital city carboys
Tap room #32
Just a short note as we roll through summer and slowly into fall.
Our Stated meeting will be August 26th. This will be an important one as we need to decide upcoming brew days. The Pote
wants some for the Ben Hur Oktoberfest Party. The next Stated
Meeting will be October 28th. Imperial changed the voting dates
for Unit and Club officers, so we need to select our 2022 line of
Officers.
Covid continues to be a pain in the fermenter, so I am going to
pick a few Brewers close to the Temple for outings, if and when
they are open. If you have not been vaccinated, please do so. It
makes life a lot easier.
See everyone later and save a stool for me.

Cheeky's
Broccoli
corner

Aug 2021

20

2021 CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB
Greg & Ann Murrow
Brian & Carol Vance
Al & Ellie Blaschke
In Memory of Gus Carlson
Doris Grabo
Aggie & George Auer, PP
Jerry & Bea Hohman
‘The Count’ and Lady Denghel
Chuck “Fester” & Pam Jones
Ralph & Vera Reasor
Prairie Lea Lodge #114
Ron & Debbie Speaks
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP
James & Janet Heineman
Imp. Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith
Dottie Hughes & Alan Mulder
Ed & Ceverene Lackey
Kathy & Randy Wimbish
Heather & Rob Kelly, Jr
Louise J Hein
Dale & Barbara Dugger
Duke & Tracey Dugger
Bill Manning
In Memory of Don Lee
Billy D / Alice Edmondson
Ron & Jami Dewees
Brenda W Scholin - TX REALTOR
In Memory of Betty Anderson
Stan Anderson

04/35
12/25
02/25
02/25
12/24
08/24
07/24
07/24
06/24
01/24
11/23
11/23
10/23
10/23
07/23
07/23
07/23
04/23
02/23
02/23
02/23
09/22
09/22
08/22
07/22
07/22
07/22
®
06/22

In Memory of Emmett “Loco” Johnson
Michaeleen Johnson
06/22
Tom Arbuckle
06/22
Colorado Commandery #4 KT
05/22
Austin Council #2 RSM
05/22
Lonestar Chapter #6 RAM
05/22
Keller Williams—World Wide
04/22
Alfred & Ellie Blaschke
03/22
Byron & Linda Betncourt
03/22
Bob Newlander
03/22
Charles Campbell
02/22
Hubert & Dorothy Cook
02/22
Bob Newlander
01/22
Bobby G Harden
01/22
Highland Lakes Shrine Club
01/22
Jack Neal
12/21
Charlie & Betty Farnham
12/21
John Cooper
12/21
Tom & Judy Schneider
12/21
Forest & Doris Cruse
12/21
Leonard & Lidia Bronik
11/21
Jim & Sharlene Worley
11/21
David & Juanell Yeager
11/21
David & Samon Isbell
10/21
Dr. & Mrs Mike Barry, PP
10/21
Vernon & Leona Milton
09/21
In Memory of Gail Carruth
09/21
Gerald "Jerry" Carruth
09/21
Jim & Donna King
08/21
Herb & Shirley Canada
08/21

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition?
Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will drop all dates to 8/21 ! Send
in the form below TODAY with your $25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member.

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER
Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______

[ ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year
[ ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year
[ ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year
NAME(S): _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Mail to the Temple Secretary.
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ED WEEREN
INSURANCE AGENCY

BLACK CAMEL REPORT

Saadi a. ferris 6/22/2021

Laura’s Smiles Quilts
Crafted by Laura Holst
Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392
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NOBILITY SALES ITEMS
Items have already sold by being posted here. Got something to sell?
Let us know and we will post it ...

Do you have a business or know of a business that would like to reach
over 700 views? We would love additional business sponsorships for
our Chariot. For additional information contact Ben Hur Shrine at
secretary@benhurshrine.org or 512-480-0812

Ben Hur Shriners
7811 Rockwood Lane
Austin, TX 78757
(512) 480-0812

TIME DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY
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BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST
8/1
Vernon C Scott
Seth A Walker
8/2
Jerrel D Oliver
Edward E Berriman III
8/3
Willis L Wood
8/5
Andrew J McVeigh III
John B Landolt Jr.
Allen D Dugger
8/6
Jerry C Comegys
George W Schalles IV
8/7
David M Harnden
Todd M Smith
Robert R Schier III
8/8
Gary H Kramer
Ronald K Speaks
Darren K Lewis

8/9
Edwin R Lackey
Roland D Fortenberry Jr
Eric Torberson

8/17
Herb H Canada

8/11
Raymond C Mathews Jr.
Dewey D Wells

8/20
Jimmy L Barho

8/13
Ben Wilson Jr.
Reuben D Wallace
8/14
Daniel C Ricketts
James F Crawford
James R Lafosse
William K Bennett
8/15
Garvid H Wilson, Jr.
8/16
James E McConnell
Shane A Rawlings

8/18
Vernon L Shankle

8/22
Robert A Newlander
John K Whistler Jr.
8/23
Allen D Dugger
Willard M Miller
Paul L Pennington
8/24
John J Brassil

8/25
John Q Oakley
Ramon M Reyes
Travis J Powell

8/26
John A Barclay IV
8/27
Thomas D Blackwell
Raul J Scully
8/28
James A Booker
8/29
Samuel E Taylor
8/30
Joe D Smith
8/31
Billy F Stewart
Charles K Davidson

