
april 2022  VOL. 90, NO 4  

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas  78757 
512-480-0812 

www.benhurshrine.org 
Articles due NLT 15th of the month 

 



Apr 2022 2 

BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

DENNIS MOTLEY 

2022 POTENTATE 
dennismotley65@gmail.com     512-844-8374 

 

CHUCK JONES..é..éé.éé...CHIEF RABBAN 
 Fatboyfab1955@gmail.coom       512ï797-0718 

  JAMES HEINEMANé....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com       281-923-5890 
 

JAMES MCCONNELL.HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 jemcconnel@gmail.com        512-750-5242 
 

   CHARLES MADDOXé.é..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 charlesEmaddox@gmail.com      512-567-6744 
 

BILLY J JAMESééééééééé..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhDééééééé..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Committee 

Brenda Scholin, Lana Stone, Mac & Laura Cutler, 

Russell Jones, Nick Jones, Danny Adrian, Jim & 

Debbie Kinley, Dave Harnden, Doris ñCatò Davis, 

Romeo ñThe Countò & Holly Denghel, Craig 

Reiswig, Ted Robertson, Mike Sanders, John Wood,  

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald ñJerryò Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Dennis Motley, Potentate, Chief Rabban 

Chuck Jones, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. ñJerryò Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 Charles Maddox 

Parade Marshal 

 Ricky Hayes 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. ñJerryò Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ramon Reyes 

Public Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Vance Brown 

Webmaster/Designer 

 Laura Holst 

Membership Chairman 

 David Hoke 

APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Administrative Assistant for Office 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Alan Mulder 

Colonel of Units 

 Gene Sanders, PP 

Donor Relations 

 James McConnell, High Priest & Prophet 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Mike Sanders 

Fund Raising Chairman 

 Jeff Schlieve 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - David Harnden 

Outer Guard -  William Braswell 

1st Ceremonial MasterðRussell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - Ken Wood 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabbanð Nicholas Jones 

Marshal - Brad Cole, PP 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be April 21, 

2022. YOUR 2022 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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Potentates message ðdennismotley65@gmail.com 

Ladies and Nobles, 
 
April is here and the weather is starting to warm up.  This also 
means April will be a busy month at Ben Hur Shrine.  We had not 
one, but two Carnivals last month, but I will let our Chief Rabban 
discuss that.  The units are also getting ready for TSA, which is 
right around the corner.  Ben Hur has rooms blocked at the La 
Quinta in Wichita Falls this year, and a nice sized Hospitality 
room to go along with it.  Be sure to attend, even if you are not 
competing and support your temple.  Contact our Recorder 
should you have any questions regarding the hotel information. 
 
There will be a Unit head meeting on April 5th, followed by the Ball on April 9th.  I 
hope to see you there.  I am sure there will be a fun time had by all.  Our stated 
meeting will be on April 21st this month. 
 
I appreciate everyone's patience last month while we had our stated meeting in the 
blue room, due to the early voting going on in the ballroom.  I must say, I felt the 
meeting was a great success, and I enjoyed the meeting myself and felt like we had a 
very cozy environment.  Travis County felt it was a great success as well, and asked if 
they could use the ballroom again for the November elections, which won't affect our 
stated meeting that month, however, it did affect a couple of the events I had planned, 
however, I will be moving those around in order to accommodate Travis County, which 
will again, allow us to rent out the ballroom to them for a two week period, which 
equals revenue to the temple. 
 
I wish everyone a Happy Easter, and leave you with this.  "Easter is the only time of 
the year when it is safe to put all your eggs in one basket." 
 
Fraternally, 
Dennis "OGee" Motley 

recorder ðs_stimson@att.net 

TSA is just around the corner and once again the Ceremonial 

will be hosted by Maskat Shrine in Wichita Falls. Remember, 

those nobles who are competing, your registration will be paid 

by Ben Hur, other activities are on you. Bottom line, Ben Hur 

will send one check and you will be invoiced by Ben Hur for 

your expenses. 

Registration packets should be out as you read this. Also I will 

get the hotel room reservations out to everyone at the same 

time. 

TSA is always a lot of fun, so compete, party, and enjoy 

yourselves. 

Sam ñCactusò Stimson 
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Chief Rabban - fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 
Howdy Nobles and Ladies, 

Hope everyone is doing well.  Pam and I Have been pretty steady 
since the last Chariot.  The Fireball Crew did well for our 
Hospitals.  The food and company was great and I enjoyed the 
motorcycle ride and fellowship.  We even had some interest in the 
Shrine from some folks. 

We attended the Legion of Honor Midwinter in Fredericksburg, 
Change of State Command. Our own Noble Fred Maynard was 
installed as First Lieutenant Commander of Texas.  We really 
enjoyed meeting Legion of Honor folks from around the state.  

Nobles Ricky Hays, Nate Stillwell, Jim Hollis, David Hoke, Sam 
Taylor, James Heineman and Russell Jones and I attended the Alamo Masonic 
Observance.  There were about a thousand folks there in front of the Alamo.  There 
were some Ben Hur fezzes there.  I have been to several and this was the best. Itôs 
very good Masonic event.  MWGM Brad Billing and his crew did a great job.  Iôm 
planning on recruiting many more Ben Hur Fezzes for the trip next year.  

Noble David Hoke did a good job on the Cigar and Fellowship event at the Cigar Vault in 
Buda.  We had about 40 folks there and just had some fun time sharing stories.  I think 
I signed at least 5 petitions for new Nobles.  We even had a surprise guest. Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Brad Billings stopped by for a while and shared the 
fellowship.  It was a good event and Noble Hoke is planning more fellowship events. 

Our granddaughter Alyssa Jones made her first big Shriner Hospital Texas 
Patient Ambassador appearance at the Baseball Classic in Houston and represented UT 
Baseball.  She had a blast hanging out with the Imperial Divan, National Patient 
Ambassadors and fellow Texas Ambassadors. Alyssa, her mom Nicole, father Noble Nick 
and brother Ashton spent three days there.  Alyssa was on the field much of the time 
with the players and even got to throw out the first pitch as honorary UT team 
captain.  She was also interviewed about her surgery and our hospitals by the play by 
play commentators during the game, live on the Major League Baseball Network.  She 
did very good, had a blast and we are all real proud of her.  Go Alyssa, UT and Ben Hur 
Shriners! 

At the time I am writing this we have Thomas Carnival at Pinballz in Buda.  They will be 
there about 10 days, then move to Dell Diamond.  We prayed for good weather and so 
far we have been blessed.  

Pam and I have attended several LOS and Nile events.  Itôs good to see the ladyôs 
groups getting back active and growing.  They are a great group and the food is always 
wonderful.  

Now that I have learned how to work the new audio/visual equipment at our Temple I 
plan on putting on several movie afternoon showings at our temple throughout the 
year.  More to come. By the time you read this our Casino Royal fundraiser should be 
behind us.  More to come on that also.  

With that said, itôs been busy but fun.  I think Iôm going to take a couple days off, Pam 
and I spend a couple of days at a secluded lake, fish and hope I donôt catch 
anything.  You guys and gals take care and we hope to see you soon.   

God Bless everyone and stay Ben Hur Proud.  

Chuck ñFesterò Jones 
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Assistant rabban - heinemanja@yahoo.com 
Hello All, 

It has been another busy month. Janet and I worked at the Austin RV 

Expo along with several LOS and Nile Ladies. We work the RV Expoôs to 

raise funds for our blue lodge, Ben Hur, a Ben Hur Unit, LOS, etc. If you 

want to make money that will go to whatever unit, Blue Lodge etc., you 

might want to consider volunteering in the future. 

February 19 was the Fireball ATX. There were 2 groups that rode out. 

We met up at Rileyôs Bar on the Devilôs Backbone and finished the ride 

up as one group. We did make a few stops coming back, Dallyôs bar on 

290 and Giddy Ups in Manchaca. It was a great day for a ride on the 

Harley!  

Janet and I along with the Jonesôs were invited to the Legion of Honor Mid-Winter Dinner. Met a 

lot of people and had a very good meal. One of our Nobles was installed in the Texas Legion of 

Honor Association and will be Commander next year, Congratulations to Fred Maynard. We 

have been to several Legion of Honor meeting and have had a great time with the group. 

Our next event was with the Highland Lakes Shrine Club and as always had a fun meeting. Our 

next event was the Nile Ladies Mad Hatters Fund Raiser. There were many tables with items to 

purchase and a nice lunch. These ladies are a fun group. 

If you get a chance, get out there and have fun with the different Units and Clubs, see what 

they are all about. I am sure you will have a good time. 

Remember, you are Ben Hur! Get out there and help in any way you can. Our organization 

works on participation. 

Ben Hur Proud! 
James Heineman 
Asst. Rabban 

High priest & prophet - jemcconnel@gmail.com 
Nobles and Ladies 

With the Covid restrictions still in place we were unable to support the 
IHOP National Pancake Day in person. I hope some of you were able to 
make it out on your own. 

February was a very busy month for us with Divan Mid-Winter in 
Galveston, followed by the Fireball ATX at the Manchaca Springs Saloon. 

A special shout out to the Fireball staff, Chris Preece, Mike Preece, Carl 
Winters, Chris Garner, Ken Wood, and numerous others who helped. 

What a fun event and great fundraiser for the Shriners Childrenôs Texas. 
The music was great, Food was great, and lots of cold beverages to 
drink. 

My friend Chris Cluck and his son CJ were able to stop by and enjoy themselves for a while. CJ 
had received his prosthetic leg from our Galveston hospital on Feb 7th, and was already walking 
around with out slowing down. It is great to see the results of what our hospitals do for the 
kids.  

I will be conducting a Quilt raffle again this year. The design is in and in production. The 
drawing will be held at the December stated meeting. Tickets will be $5 each or 6 for $20. 
Proceeds to be donated to the Shriners Childrenôs Texas. 

Above all be Safe 

Fraternally    Jim McConnell    High Priest & Prophet  
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2022 carnival promises to be a 

success.  
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Cigar gathering nets petitions 

and new nobles  

Surprising everyone in 

attendance, The texas 

grand master even 

joined in on the fun.  


