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BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

ROMEO ‘THE COUNT’ DENGHEL 

2021 POTENTATE 
rdenghel@gmail.com     512-554-6356 

 

DENNIS MOTLEY…..…….……...CHIEF RABBAN 
 dennismotley65@gmail.com     512–844-8374 

CHUCK JONES…..…....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 512-797-0718 
 

JAMES HEINEMAN.HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com   281-923-5890 
 

JAMES MCCONNELL….…..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 jemcconnel@gmail.com      512-750-5242 
 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Chair 

 Jim & Debbie Kinley 

Entertainment Committee 

Danny Adrian, Mac & Laura Cutler, Dave Harnden. 

Russell Jones, Marco & Belinda Pizana, Sandra 

Pickering, Craig & Shelby Reiswig, Ted & Charla 

Robertson, Gene & Karen Sanders, Mike & Michelle 

Sanders, Brenda Scholin, Lana Stone, Jesus & 

Sonia Trevino, John Wood, 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Romeo Denghel, Potentate, Chief Rabban 

Dennis Motley, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 John Blair 

Parade Marshal 

 James McConnell, Oriental Guide 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ramon Reyes 

Public Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Ron Dewees 

Webmaster/Designer 

 Laura Holst 
APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Administrative Assistant for Office 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Rev Don Long 

Colonel of Units 

 Earl Robertson, PP 

Donor Relations 

 James Heineman, High Priest & Prophet 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - Ferril “F.C.” Smith, MD 

Outer Guard - Robin Shannon 

1st Ceremonial Master—Russell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - John Wood 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban— Nicholas Jones 

Marshal - Silas Powell, PP 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Jan 20, 

2022. YOUR 2022 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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Potentates message—rdenghel@gmail.com 

Ladies and Nobles, 

In the Gregorian calendar and at the Shrine, December brings about 

the end of the year.  For me, this December marks the end of an 

era.  This is my last month and final article as Potentate of Ben Hur 

Shrine.  However, this is not my last article in the Chariot.  I plan to 

continue to delight my readers with tales from the Transylvanian 

mountain village where I grew up even if I have to buy advertising space in the 

Chariot. 

Before I start this month’s story, I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 

the love and support First Lady Holly and I have received during our time on the Divan.  

There are no words strong enough to express how grateful we are for everything.  I 

want to personally thank First Lady Holly for the help and advice she gave me during 

our adventure together these past six years.  It is said that beside all great men stands 

a great woman, and I owe my success at the Shrine in no small measure to First Lady 

Holly.  Although sometimes we argued about some of the finer details of our events, 

our time on the Divan has brought us closer and I feel our already strong marriage is 

much stronger.  It better be for all the jewelry and dresses I paid for these last six 

years! :) 

We aren’t going to disappear from Ben Hur.  First Lady Holly and I already volunteered 

to be on the Entertainment Committees for Chief Rabban Dennis Motley and Assistant 

Rabban Chuck Jones.  First Lady Holly is on the line for both Ladies Oriental Shrine and 

Daughters of the Nile.  We will continue our service to the Shrine for years to come and 

we are proud to be part of the Shrine family! 

Grab your favorite hot beverage, settle in somewhere warm and cozy, and enjoy this 

month’s story.  It’s going to get cold! 

There is always snow on the ground in December in the Transylvanian mountain village 

where I grew up.  Most of the work on the farm takes place indoors, so the great 

outdoors is open for exploration.  Shortly after the first snow, the village kids prepared 

their sleds for winter fun.  After months of neglect, the sleds were in need of some care 

and their skis were rusty.  A common practice in the village was to scrape off as much 

rust as possible and then rub the bottom of the skis with a piece of bacon.  The belief 

was that the fat would make the skis more slippery and you only had to do it once per 

season.  This is probably as true as a cow starting the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. 

My brother and I grew up as brave and fearless Winter Wonderland explorers.  Shortly 
after breakfast, we would set out to explore some of the farther areas of the village 
that were unknown to us at that point.  We always went uphill, and we took turns 
pulling our sled, which was our backup in case we needed a quick downhill getaway.  
We had many adventures exploring together, so prepare to enjoy one of our more 
memorable endeavors.  
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One particular December day, my brother and I planned to boldly venture into one of 

the farthest regions of the village.  My grandparents owned some land that was almost 

at the edge of the forest that covered the base of the mountain.  My brother and I 

didn’t know much about the people living around that area, so we were curious to find 

out.  This was sometime in the early 80s.  I was eight or so years old, and my brother 

is 18 months younger than me.  It was a cold and windy winter day, and almost a foot 

of fresh snow had fallen the previous night.  Neither the cold, the wind nor the fresh 

powdery snow mattered to us.  We were excited and looking forward to the adventure!  

We each had one large sandwich prepared by Grandma, and we tucked the food inside 

our coats to keep it warm.  One sandwich was definitely enough, we thought, and our 

childish ignorance made us feel invincible. 

Bundled up in sheepskin coats, with knitted wool scarves over our mouths and noses, 

and wearing knitted wool gloves, we walked around orchards, creeks, and hills until we 

got hungry.  Then we found an area out of the wind, dug a shelter in the snow, and 

rested while we ate our sandwiches. 

We liked what we saw thus far, and had many questions for the adults when we got 

back.  We had heard a German fighter plane had crashed into that area during the 

Second World War, but the gypsies had stolen it piece by piece and made pots and 

pans out of it.  And there was an unmarked grave where some German soldiers were 

buried.  The Russians were buried somewhere else after being killed by a German tank.  

We wanted to know exactly where all of it had happened. 

Daylight is barely eight and a half hours long in December in Transylvania, and 

nighttime comes quickly when you’re having fun.  So here we were, my brother and I, 

walking around in knee-deep snow, when we noticed it was getting dark.  As we crested 

a hill, we stopped to survey the land ahead.  That’s when we noticed a rather large 

animal way in the distance.  It can’t be a bear, we thought, as they hibernate in winter.  

It can’t be a wild boar as the animal had way too much hair.  It could be a wolf.  And 

where there is one wolf, there are always more wolves, especially in winter.  We 

observed it quietly for a while, trying to determine what it was.  Yes, it was definitely a 

wolf!  Now what?!  We knew that there was no way we could outrun a wolf, especially in 

knee-deep powdery snow.  

Panic and survival instinct immediately kicked in, heart rates went up, and breathing 
quickened.  We looked around for the closest tree as an immediate solution, but we 
also thought about finding better shelter out of the wind.  There is a story circulating in 
the village about a man having to take refuge from a pack of wolves in the attic of an 
abandoned barn.  He was found a few days later by his family, almost frozen to death.  
The wolves tried really hard to climb the ladder to the attic but the man was smart 
enough to pull it up.  The wolves camped outside the barn, waiting for their meal to 
come out and were scared away when the family came to the rescue.  The man lost a 
few fingers and toes to frostbite, but he survived.  All the finer details of this story were 
rapidly brought to the forefront of our minds as we frantically searched for shelter.  
Since my distance vision is better (still 20/15 even now at 47 years of age!), I was in 
charge of keeping an eye on the wolf and checking the horizon for his friends.  My 
brother was in charge of navigating. 
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We couldn’t see any immediate shelter, so we decided that the best solution was to get 
back home as quickly as possible.  We had to move fast, and although it was slowing us 
down, we still needed the sled.  We started moving as fast as we could given the fresh 
powdery snow.  A few minutes later, the scarves over our noses and mouths were loos-
ened because we couldn’t get enough air.  The cold air was painful to my nostrils, but 
all the excitement and adrenaline pushed that sensation to the back of my panicked 
mind.  Another few minutes later, the top buttons of the coats were undone because we 
were too hot from all the effort.  Steam was coming out of our mouths and nostrils, and 
soon our throats got dry and painful.  But we pushed on, driven by our determination to 
survive. 

After what seemed like hours, we came to one of the main village paths that we knew 

would take us back home.  The snow on the path was packed enough to use the sled, 

which made us happy.  We were sweaty and exhausted from trying to rush to safety 

through knee-deep snow.  The energy provided by our lunch sandwiches was now ex-

pended and we were getting hungry.  Plus, I noticed with no small amount of concern 

that the wolf was now tracking us.  The animal had noticed us and he was definitely 

closer to us than before.  We got on the sled in a hurry and started rolling downhill.  My 

brother was still in charge of navigating, and I sat behind him facing backward to keep 

an eye on the wolf. 

We quickly picked up speed.  The animal was no longer visible, but we were absolutely 
sure he was gathering his pack and preparing to give chase.  

Since we were no longer running, we started to feel the cold.  Arms and legs began to 
feel numb.  I couldn’t feel my nose or ears.  Undershirts and underpants soaked in 
sweat now felt like heavy frozen stones against our skin.  The scarves that were so soft 
and warm before now felt like rigid sheets of cold metal.  But imminent danger tends to 
focus the mind and sharpen the senses.  We were both determined that we weren’t go-
ing to end up a wolf’s dinner.  Eventually we made it back to my grandparents’ land, 
but we still had a long way until we got to the farm house.  

It was now dark and we were having trouble finding our way.  It was a moonless night, 
and the sky was clear.  If we thought the wind during the day felt cold, we realized 
there are now several levels beyond cold for the night winter wind.  Luckily, the white 
snow provided enough contrast for us to navigate.  We hopped over the fence, and 
tried to use the sled to move faster towards the house.  Neither of us could remember 
if wolves could jump over fences, but we figured that since dogs did it all the time, 
wolves could do it too.  We had proof of that a few years later when a pack of wolves 
jumped over the fence to get to the sheep that Grandma forgot to lock away for the 
night.  But that’s a different story.  Well, actually, that’s pretty much the story.  The 
commotion made by the scared sheep woke up my grandparents and the wolves ran 
away when Grandpa turned on the outside lights.  The sheep were properly locked 
away, Grandpa poked fun at Grandma for being forgetful and everyone went back to 
sleep.  Grandpa slept on the couch the rest of that night, most likely. 
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After a while, we saw the house lights in the distance.  We were almost there!  Just a 
few more minutes and we would be safe.  Seeing the lights and thinking of the safety 
they provided gave us a burst of energy.  We covered the distance to the door much 
faster than we thought possible.  Once in the yard, the sled was abandoned without a 
second thought.  Exhausted, hungry and cold, my brother and I barged through the 
door into the house and made quite a racket taking off our coats and boots.  We were 
so grateful for being finally safe and were looking forward to telling everyone about 
how we outran and outsmarted a wolf.  Grandma served us a warm dinner, and my 
brother and I started telling our story between big bites of food.  Everyone listened at-
tentively, and after we were finished Grandpa started to ask us questions, trying to de-
termine where we saw the wolf.  As more and more details of our location became 
available, Grandma and Grandpa started to get a twinkle in their eyes, exchanged 
glances and began having trouble concealing their amusement.  We noticed this, and 
my brother became upset because he thought our grandparents weren’t taking us seri-
ously. 

“I’m telling you, what we saw was definitely a dangerous wild animal!” my brother em-

phatically said.  Grandma and Grandpa couldn’t keep a straight face anymore and start-

ed laughing out loud.  My brother and I looked at each other in disbelief.  We almost 

got eaten by a wolf and they thought this was funny?!  After he regained self-control, 

Grandpa explained to us that what we saw was someone’s billy goat.  The animal in our 

story matched the goat’s description, and he lived and freely roamed around the area 

we were exploring that day.  The animal was the top billy goat in the village and had 

lost his horns fighting for the right to be the father of most of the goats in the village. 

The moral of this story is that sometimes what you see is not a wolf in sheep’s clothing, 

but a goat in wolf’s clothing.  My brother and I felt vindicated knowing that the goat 

meat we had for one of our dinners that week was probably one of the billy goat’s chil-

dren. 

Happy Holidays to all and a Merry Christmas to those who celebrate it!  And eat some 

goat meat!  I bet that smug goat told all of his friends that evening how he almost 

scared to death two small humans earlier that day. 

Fraternally, 
Romeo Denghel 
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recorder - s_stimson@att.net 

With elections for Temple officers rapidly approaching, I am required 
to post/mail the following Election Regulations.  
 

325.11 Election Regulations. 
 (a) Electioneering. A candidate for a elected office in a Shrine 
temple may print, publish and circulate during the year he is seeking 
the elected office, a resume consisting of his educational 
background, his vocational history, and his Masonic and Shrine 
Record. Except as provided in the prior sentence, the printing, 
publication, circulating or distribution of resolutions, letters, telegrams, tickets, email or 
other devices, by a unit, club, Noble, or group of Nobles, suggesting, recommending, 
opposing, or containing the names of proposed candidates for office in the temple is 
prohibited. 
 

(b) Expenditures Prohibited. The expenditure of money for gifts, favors, or 
entertainment on behalf of a candidate for elected office is prohibited. 
 

(c) Violation. For any violation of (a) or (b), the Imperial Potentate may 
suspend any offending Noble, and he may declare the election of the officers void and 
order a new election. 
 

(d) Notice. At least one week prior to the annual meeting of any election, the 
temple Recorder shall mail to each member a notice thereof containing this section. 

Nobles and their Ladies were able to meet in November to recognize those that have 

reached 25 and 50 years of Service in the fraternity. Congratulations to those who 

received their certificates and Service Pins. 

2020 

DONALD R ADKINS 
VANCE C BROWN 
JUSTIN N BYERS, III 
LAWRENCE E CLARE 
ROBERT A CULLEN, JR 
DONALD R FAIRLEY 
MARCUS J FLAKE 
BLAIR D HIBBERT 
FRANCIS M JACKSON, JR 
WENDELL R KEELING 
DILLARD C KEIRSEY 
JOE D PARTEN 
JAMES R ROBINSON, II 
MICHAEL E SANDERS 
JOHN H SCHLUETER, II 
JOE D SMITH 
JEFFREY L WILBUR 
 

2021 
 
TORY B BOND 
MARVIN G GAMMAGE 
JASON P HARRELL 
DAVID L KINSER, JR 
ERICK T MATTHYS 
JEFFRY R PRYOR 
JACK D RHOADES 
LEE HOLBROOK SCHNELLE 
JAMES P WARDLE 
NORMAN W WILLIAMS 
KEVIN D WOEHL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50 YEARS (2021) 
 
EDWARD G BALAGIA 
BOBBY W CLARK 
JESSIE D HOWARD 
JESSE R MILLER 
FRED SAMS 

25 YEARS SERIVCE 50 YEARS SERIVCE 
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Chief Rabban - denismotley65@gmail.com 

Ladies and Nobles, 
  
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving with their 
family and friends.  I am sure we all ate excessively 
much turkey and dressing.  I know I sure did.  

I want to thank everyone that came out and participated 
in our Murder Mystery last month.  I want to thank the 
entire Divan that came out and helped get things set up 
on Friday night, and for staying and helping get 
everything put away afterwards Saturday evening.  I also want to thank 
the members of the Entertainment Committee that were able to 
attend.  You all did an outstanding job and Lady Sherree and I appreciate 
you and everything you do for our Shrine.  Special thanks goes out to Jim 
and Debbie Kinley for spending all day Friday and Saturday morning 
preparing our meal.  I am sure Kinley had a few choice words for me at 
1am while he was smoking the pork. 

Remember, December 11 is the Family Fun Day & Dance.  Bring your 
family and friends out for this event.  We have many activities planned 
during the day between 2pm-5pm and then we top it off with Dinner and 
Dancing starting at 5pm and going until 9pm. 

Our Assistant Rabban, Jeff Schlieve and I had a meeting this week, and we 
are excited about some new fundraising ideas that we are going to attempt 
next year.  With the possibility of not having another Circus, we have 
reached out, done some brain storming, and have visited other temples to 
find out what is working for them. 

Lastly, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year just in case I do not see you between now and then.  Enjoy the 
time with your family and friends, and never forget the reason for the 
season. 

  
Fraternally, 
Dennis “OGee” Motley 
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Assistant rabban - fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 

Howdy Nobles and Ladies, 
  
Hope this finds everyone well. Our family is doing well and our 
Thanksgiving was great. That is the one holiday that we all get 
together at our house. Pam and I are thankful for our family, 
friends, and our extended Shrine family. 
  
The first line dance classes went well and everyone is looking 
forward to the next one. Ben Hur Travel club had a dinner meeting 
in Round Rock. It was good to see everyone. Pam and I helped 
‘Shake the Bucket’ for our Hospitals at Cowboy Harley. Bikers are pretty giving folks. 
  
A bunch of Ben Hur Nobles and Ladies enjoyed our week-long cruise. It was a bunch of 
fun with mucho rich food and plenty of beverages. It’s hard to imagine a ship so large 
that you can get lost on it. If you have never been on a cruise you are missing 
something. It’s like staying in a nice hotel that moves every day. Every crew member 
works hard to make it fun. We got to tour a Mayan city ruins and I got to eat Iguana. 
Tastes just like chicken, well, kind of. We had a great time with all of our friends. 
 
Jeff Schlieve, Chris Braziel and I are working on a skeet shoot temple fundraiser idea. 
Looks like sometime in the spring of 2022. We will release more as we get closer. This 
sounds like a fun event that we could make an annual fundraiser. We are also looking 
at a Rodeo type of event sometime next fall also. Ken “Scooter” Woods and George 
Haehn are looking into the rodeo event. If anyone wants to help with these please 
contact these Nobles or myself. I think if we get some good involvement these can be 
fun events for us all. Participation is the key to any successful fundraisers. I hope these 
events will bring more Shriners out and help our team. 
  
Pam and I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 
a great new year. All I want for Christmas is a gallon of 
gas and a sheet of plywood. LOL  
 
Remember, stay Ben Hur Shrine Proud ! 
 
Chuck “Fester” Jones 
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High Priest & Prophet - heinemanja@yahoo.com 

Hello All, 

 
Well, here we are into November with Thanksgiving just around 

the corner. 

 
Last month we had “Shake the Bucket” in the Buda/Kyle area 

and the Appreciation Dinner. 

“Shake the Bucket” did okay. It was a bit of a test and we 

learned what we think may need to be done to get a better result. 

We brought in around $500, which is better than $0. I want to thank Chuck, Pam and 

Russell Jones, and Ken Wood for helping Janet and me with Shaking that Bucket. The 

Dinner went well with lots of good food and fellowship. If you weren’t there, you missed 

a great event.  

I also learned some Line Dancing from the event Pam Jones put on and even got 

to use it on the cruise. They were line dancing on deck 11 when I got up there. Pam 

was biting at the bit to dance and when I said that was one of the dances I had 

learned, she jumped up and we did some line dancing, it was fun. 

 This month we went on the Potentates Cruise out of Galveston. It was a blast and 
I believe everyone had a good time. There is a rumor that Jim Kinley may have had too 
much fun on one of the nights at sea! That is all I can say, what happened on the 
cruise stays on the cruise. One thing about a cruise is that it is a true vacation. When 
you get on that boat all you have to do is have fun, everything else is done for you. I 
can say that Janet and I did have fun! If you have not been on a cruise, you need to do 
it. It is a lot of fun! 

The Quilt Raffle will be drawn at our Stated in 

December! 

We will also have a Pampered Chef online party. It 
will start Nov 26 through December 10. Pampered 
Chef will donate 10 to 20 percent of the sales to the 
Shriners Hospitals, so when you get the notice, get 
online and order gifts or items you need in your 
kitchen and help the Children at the same time. 
 
Ben Hur Proud! 

James  Heineman, HP&P 
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Travel club 

Ladies and Nobles, 

On behalf of the Ben Hur Travel Club, we wish everyone Happy and Safe Holidays and a 

Merry Christmas for those who celebrate it. 

We will be dark in January, so check the Chariot for updates on our next campout, and 

please join for good food and fun games.  Even if you don’t own an RV, you can still 

join us on Saturday morning for breakfast at 10 AM, followed by club meeting at 11 

AM.  The games start right after the meeting. 

I hope to see many of you join us! 

Fraternally, 
Romeo Denghel 
Secretary/Treasurer 

New noble 

Join me and welcome Ben Hur’s newest Noble. 

Noble Joseph M Raffels. Joe was created at our 

November stated meeting.  He lives in 

Meadowlakes, TX and petitioned through the 

Highland Lakes Shrine Cub. He is a member of 

Blazing Star #413. His petition was signed by 

Noble Drew Claes and Laymon Stewart. 

Congratulations Noble Joe, and I will get you a 

Fez that fits just as soon as the boat off LA 

docks and it is delivered to Ben Hur. 

 

Also new to Ben Hur is newly Affiliated Noble 

Richard Gilman. Noble Gilman demitted from 

Hella Shriners in 2020 and is in the process of moving to our area.  

Hope  to see both of you new Nobles at the Temple functions in the future. Let’s all be  

Ben Hur Proud. 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

December 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

BOD 

RENTAL 

2 

 

LOH 

WILCO 

3 4 

 

THORNDALE 

PARADE 

NILE 

5 

TRAVEL CLUB 

Sons of     

Herman 

6  

NILE #64 

TEXANA 123 

7 

RENTAL 

8 

TRAILBLAZER 

9 

PROVOST 

GUARD 

RENTAL 

10 

LOS STATED 

11 

TOY DANCE 

& HOLICAY 

PARTY 

12 13 14 

CHARIOTEERS 

MINI-B 

RENTAL 

15 16 

BHS STATED 

TRANSPORTER 

17 18 

RENTAL 

19 20 21 

DIRECTORS 

STAFF 

PROVOST 

22 

CLOWN 

23 

CARBOYS 

24 

BHS CLOSED 

25 

26 

RENTAL 

27 28 29 30 31 

BHS CLOSED 

 

TRAVEL CLUB CAMPING 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

 

January 2022 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT  

      1 

2 

BHST 

Installatioon of 

Officers 

RENTAL 

3 

Texana #123 

4 5 

RENTAL 

6 

LOH Offsite 

WILCO SC 

7 8 

9 

 

 

Sons of Herman 

10 11 

 

Charioteers 

Mini– B 

12 

Patrol 

13 

Provost Gurad 

Highland Lakes 

SC 

14 

LOS 

15 

16 

RENTAL 

17 

BHST CLOSED 

18 

Provost Guard 

Practice 

Directors Staff 

19 

NILE 

20 

BHST Stated 

Transporters 

21 

NILE Pending 

22 

23 

RENTAL 

24 25 26 

Clowns 

27 

Carboys 

28 29 

LOS Event 

RENTAL 

30 31      

DIVAN RETREAT 

DIVAN RETREAT 

Travel Club 

Travel Club 
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Events at the November stated meeting 

Barbecue Scheduled for Ben Hur Shrine 
Temple 

  

Shriners of Ben Hur Temple and their ladies will go on a sightseeing trip to Marshall 
Ford Dam and attend a barbecue Friday afternoon, Potentate C. M. Bartholmew 
announced Thursday. 
 
Cars will leave Scottish Rite Temple at 3:30 p.m.  The barbecue will be served at 5:00 
p.m. after which guides, directed by Earl McDougail, will escort groups through the 
Marshall Ford Dam project and other points of interest. 
 
Shriners are asked to wear their fez as evidence of admittance to the guards on the 
gates. 
 

Article is reprinted from the Austin Statesman April 26th, 1940. 
  

Marshall Ford Dam was a federal project designed to control flood waters on the 
Colorado River.  The site was located at Marshall’s Ford on the Colorado River.  The 
dam was later renamed for US Representative J. J. Mansfield who was instrumental in 
the development of the project.  The lake behind the dam is current day Lake 
Travis.  Apparently this was quite a trip for those wishing to see the building of such a 
large dam on the Colorado River.  The project was completed in 1941. 

  
Gene Freudenberg PP/Historian 
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Wilco shrine club 

Capital City Carboys 

Come join us... Thursday evening, December 02 at Pok-e-Jo's BBQ, 610 N. Austin 
Ave, Georgetown TX 78626 (Golf Ranch Plaza).  
 
Most of us get there about 5:40 to order our meals.  A very close election at the 
November Meeting & Social, with numerous members seeking the very-high-paying 
Officer positions resulted in these WILCO Shrine Club members being the 2022 
Officers-elect: Secretary Jim Crawford, Treasurer Ron Dewees, Vice President David 
Lynn, and yours truly, Ron Speaks, President.  
 
In case you missed hearing or reading about it: Ben Hur Shrine's very own Alfred "Al" 
Blaschke, born 04 January 1917, set a Guinness Book of World Records by being the 
oldest person to parachute from an airplane, Al did this above San Marcos, Texas, on 
02 July 2020.  At the time of the "jump", he was 103 years + 181 days young.   
 
Wishing everyone a blessed and safe Holiday Season. Merry Christmas & Happy 
Hanukkah. 
 

Ron Speaks, WILCO Shrine Club  

It has come to my attention that quite a few people think the 

Carboys are some sort of motorhead crowd. Well we aren’t . We are 

the guys that brew beer and drink it. The CARBOY is that glass jug 

that is used for clarifying the brew. (Now with that out of the way) 

maybe we need a name change. Sounds like a good reason for a 

contest to me.  

Over the next few weeks the unit will be working on the bar area trying to make it a 

little more cozy and pub like. If you want to get in on the planning stages of this you 

need to join the unit and help out. 

The past two years of the PLAGUE have taken a toll on the unit. People have become 

comfortable sitting at home. It’s time to open the door put gas in the car and come 

back to the meetings. We have all had our shots. 

If you are new to Ben Hur and are interested in learning how to brew beer, then come 

on out. We have stated meetings quarterly and try to meet to brew or go to a pub in 

the area when there is no stated meeting. 

The Texas Shrine Homebrew Association has contests as does TSA. It would be nice to 

compete again and bring home bragging rights... 



Dec 2021 18 

 



Dec 2021 19 

 

 

2021 Potentate Cruise Report 

Ladies and Nobles, 

What happens on the cruise, stays on the cruise.  Discretion prevents me from 
mentioning some of the more delicate details about what happened on this year’s 
Potentate Cruise.  If you’re curious, check social media and talk with some of the 
people who joined us on the cruise. 

We met at Gaido’s Seafood Restaurant in Galveston on Saturday, November 6th.  A 

good time was had by all!  It was my first time visiting the restaurant, which has been 

owned by the same family for over 110 years.  The food was tasty and the service was 

impeccable. 

The next day, we embarked on Liberty of the Seas, for the third time for First Lady 

Holly and me.  A few things have changed with the Cooties Epidemic, but my favorite 

change is the safety briefing.  In the old days, cruisers had to gather at their 

respective muster stations and wait until the last inconsiderate airhead showed up 

before the safety briefing could begin.  Now the safety briefing is done through the 

Royal Caribbean app, and cruisers can check in with their muster station at their 

convenience. 

Dining has mostly remained the same.  Royal Caribbean had the same great food as 
before, including escargot, a favorite appetizer for me and also Assistant Rabban 
Chuck ‘Fester’ Jones.  Ask him about the escargot’s effect on his waistline.  Fester, 
High Priest and Prophet James ‘Peanut Butter’ Heineman, and their respective Ladies 
shared a dinner table with First Lady Holly and me.  We were joined occasionally by 
Recorder Sam Stimson and Lady Jeannette, and Head of Entertainment Committee Jim 
Kinley and Lady Debbie. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Fester and Peanut Butter for making sure our 

wait staff Kevin and Soudesh provided me with ample supplies of broccoli.  It wasn’t 

until the last evening that the waitstaff realized my dislike for broccoli, but I assured 

them I wasn’t upset. 

First Lady Holly and I had a great time on this cruise, and I am happy to report that I 

only gained about three pounds.  This is a new record, as the weight gain is usually in 

double digits after a weeklong cruise. 

We greatly enjoyed cruising with our fellow Shriners and we look forward to the next 

one! 

Fraternally,    Romeo ‘The Count’ Denghel 
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2021 CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? 

Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will drop all dates to 12/21 ! 

Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
In Memory of Vernon Milton 11/25 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/25 
Jim & Donna King 08/25 
Al & Ellie Blaschke 02/25 
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/25 
Doris Grabo 12/24 
Aggie & George Auer, PP 08/24 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/24 
‘The Count’ and Lady Denghel 07/24  
Chuck “Fester” & Pam Jones 06/24 
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24 
Prairie Lea Lodge #114 11/23 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 11/23 
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP 10/23 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 10/23 
In Memory of Gail Carruth 09/23 
Gerald "Jerry" Carruth 09/23 
WILCO Shrine Club 08/23 
James & Janet Heineman 07/23 
Imp. Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith 07/23 
Dottie Hughes & Alan Mulder 07/23 
Ed & Ceverene Lackey 04/23 
Kathy & Randy Wimbish 02/23 
Heather & Rob Kelly, Jr 02/23 
Louise J Hein 02/23 
        Past Masters 
San Gabriel Lodge #89 11/22 
Charles E & Emily G Maddox 10/22 
Dale & Barbara Dugger 09/22 

Duke & Tracey Dugger 09/22 
Herb and Shirley Canada 08/22 
Jody and Boyce Freitag, PP 08/22 
Bill Manning 08/22 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/22 
Billy D / Alice Edmondson 07/22 
Ron & Jami Dewees 07/22 
Brenda W Scholin-TX REALTOR ®07/22 
In Memory of Betty Anderson 06/22 
Stan Anderson 06/22 
In Memory of Emmett “Loco” Johnson 
Michaeleen Johnson 06/22 
Tom Arbuckle 06/22 
Colorado Commandery #4 KT 05/22 
Austin Council #2 RSM 05/22 
Lonestar Chapter #6 RAM 05/22 
Keller Williams—World Wide 04/22 
Alfred & Ellie Blaschke 03/22 
Byron & Linda Betncourt 03/22 
Bob Newlander 03/22 
Charles Campbell 02/22 
Hubert & Dorothy Cook 02/22 
Bob Newlander 01/22 
Bobby G Harden 01/22 
Highland Lakes Shrine Club 01/22 
Jack Neal 12/21 
Charlie & Betty Farnham 12/21 
John Cooper 12/21 
Tom & Judy Schneider 12/21 
Forest & Doris Cruse 12/21 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       

 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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Letters to the editor 

Hospital donations 

If you wish to make a donation directly to our Shriners Childrens in Texas, here is the 

address. Make your check payable to Shriners Hospitals for Children—Texas 

Shriners Hospitals for Children 

Donation Department 

815 Market Street 

Galveston, Texas  77550 
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NOBILITY SALES ITEMS 

Do you have a business or know of a business that would like to reach 

over 700 views?  We would love additional business sponsorships for 

our Chariot.  For additional information contact Ben Hur Shrine at 

secretary@benhurshrine.org or 512-480-0812 

Items have already sold by being posted here. Got something to sell? 

Let us know and we will post it ... 

mailto:secretary@benhurshrine.org


Ben Hur Shriners 

7811 Rockwood  Lane 

Austin, TX  78757 

(512) 480-0812 
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DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER 

 12/1 

Donaciano M Gonzalez 
 
 12/2 

Javier R Gonzalez 

Stephen A Borrego 

Charles N Jones 
 
 12/3 

Jimmie S Graybill 

 

 12/5 

Lawrence Way 

Fred W Maynard 

 

 12/6 

Craig L Clark 

 

 12/8 

William S Herridge 

Aaron Alford 

 

 12/9 

John E Waggoner, Jr 

Kenneth L Parker 

Gary L Knackstedt 

Richard P Brandwein Jr 

Kyle W Cook 

 12/20 

Jack F Buel 
 
 12/21 

Guy R Rudsell 
 
 12/22 

Stanley S Brandenburg 

 

 12/23 

Billie J Whited 

Thomas H Hauss Jr, PP 

Jeremy R Millett 

 

 12/25 

Anthony G Scott 

Edward P Whitmore Jr 

 

 12/26 

Craig S Reiswig 

Nathan T Watkins 

 

 12/27 

John H Vernon 

 

 12/28 

Kenneth A Keller 

 

  
  
  

 12/10 

Lawrence E Clare 

 

 12/14 

Ralph E Wayne 

John C Reed, Jr 

Gerald D Marx 

Ewell M Lawrence, Jr 

Donald R Wheeler 
 
 12/15 

Richard S Miller 

Robert L Doss 
 
 12/16 

John R Dickens 

Don R Hewlett 

 

 12/17 

Gene L Freudenberg 

Ronald A Stearns 

 

 12/18 

Justin N Byers III 

Chris A Moyseos 

 

 12/19 

Dennis J Moore  

   

 12/29 

Elisha R Morgan  

  

 12/31 

William B Hilgers 

  

  

 

  


