
October 2021 VOL. 89, NO 10 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas  78757 
512-480-0812 

www.benhurshrine.org 
Articles due NLT 15th of the month 

 

October 2—Garage Sale 

October 9—Ceremonial 

October 11—Office Closed 

October 21—bhst Stated Meeting 

Remember—clubs and units must 

elect 2022 officers this month 



Oct 2021 2 

BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

ROMEO ‘THE COUNT’ DENGHEL 

2021 POTENTATE 
rdenghel@gmail.com     512-554-6356 

 

DENNIS MOTLEY…..…….……...CHIEF RABBAN 
 dennismotley65@gmail.com     512–844-8374 

CHUCK JONES…..…....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 512-797-0718 
 

JAMES HEINEMAN.HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com   281-923-5890 
 

JAMES MCCONNELL….…..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 jemcconnel@gmail.com      512-750-5242 
 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Chair 

 Jim & Debbie Kinley 

Entertainment Committee 

Danny Adrian, Mac & Laura Cutler, Dave Harnden. 

Russell Jones, Marco & Belinda Pizana, Sandra 

Pickering, Craig & Shelby Reiswig, Ted & Charla 

Robertson, Gene & Karen Sanders, Mike & Michelle 

Sanders, Brenda Scholin, Lana Stone, Jesus & 

Sonia Trevino, John Wood, 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Romeo Denghel, Potentate, Chief Rabban 

Dennis Motley, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 John Blair 

Parade Marshal 

 James McConnell, Oriental Guide 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ramon Reyes 

Public Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Ron Dewees 

Webmaster/Designer 

 Laura Holst 
APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Administrative Assistant for Office 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Rev Don Long 

Colonel of Units 

 Earl Robertson, PP 

Donor Relations 

 James Heineman, High Priest & Prophet 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - Ferril “F.C.” Smith, MD 

Outer Guard - Robin Shannon 

1st Ceremonial Master—Russell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - John Wood 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban— Nicholas Jones 

Marshal - Silas Powell, PP 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Oct 21, 

2021. YOUR 2021 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 



Oct 2021 3 

 

Potentates message—rdenghel@gmail.com 

Ladies and Nobles, 
 
Please join us for the Ben Hur Shrine Family Day on October 16th.  
Bring your whole family and invite your neighbors and friends.  As 
usual, there will be dessert and a few surprises. 
 
In the interest of allowing more space for circus photos, I will forgo 
my usual Transylvanian story.  Instead, I am going to give my report 
regarding the circus.  Thank you to everyone who volunteered at this 
year’s event! 
 
The Good 
Noble Danny Adrian was supposed to be in charge of feeding the circus volunteers.  
Unfortunately, he was exposed to COVID-19 the week before the circus, and had to 
quarantine himself.  The Nobles and Ladies of the Divan and Entertainment Committee 
stepped up and made sure the meals went as planned and on schedule.  We worked 
together as a team, and I want to thank everyone who helped. 
 
The Bad 
Attendance at the circus was low this year.  It could be a combination of COVID-19, 
football games and/or other events around Austin.  Either way, your Board of Directors 
is hard at work looking at other fundraising ideas.  If you have suggestions, please 
contact a Divan member or call the front office. 
 
The Ugly 
I was subjected to a few broccoli-related offenses.  Noble James Heineman put a piece 
of broccoli on my plate when I wasn’t looking.  Lady Debbie Kinley put broccoli on her 
earrings, and then came over to give me a hug.  A piece of broccoli fell off and landed 
on me.  Noble Jim Kinley was very amused to witness the whole event.  And Noble Ron 
Speaks was looking for a way to pin a piece of broccoli on his shirt instead of a circus 
pin. 
 
I am still deciding what to do about these offenses, but for now the perpetrators are 
still at large. 
 
Fraternally, 
Romeo Denghel 
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2021 circus 
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Assistant rabban - fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 

Howdy Nobles and Ladies, 

 

     Life has been good and we have enjoyed being around folks 
again.  Everyone still wants to be safe but it’s great seeing 
everyone smile again.  Pam and I attended the Fredericksburg 
Parade along with many others of our Shrine Family.  It was a fun 
day and we shared the parade with Alzafar, Al Amin and El 
Mina.  The parade was great and we finished the day visiting the 
Ben Hur Shrine Travel Club camping in Stonewall, Tx.  Pam and I 
also attended the Legion of Honor meeting and Highland Lakes Shrine Club 
meeting.  Good friends and food.  
 
     The Circus was a bunch of fun this year and I want to thank everyone for coming 
out to help.  I am so proud of how everyone comes together and works hard for our 
biggest event of the year.  The Ben Hur Clowns came out in force and worked hard to 
make kids smile.  We even had a three new clowns, Nick, Alyssa and Silly Willy. The 
rest of us helped the clowns during the YMCA dance in the center ring. I was sore for 
several days after.  

 

     Even though our circus was a bunch of fun it did not turn out to be the best 
fundraiser.  Everything was in place and we all did everything to make it work but the 
attendance was not what we expected or hoped for.  There are many things to look at 
but it’s more of the things going on in the world right now that are out of our 
control.  It was still a great effort by all.  
 
     Our Chief Rabban Dennis handed the shovel over to me to be the next Circus 
Director on Sunday and I later met with the General Manager of the Cedar Park Center 
and was told that they would not support any circus with animals in it. There are many 
reasons for this but the result is we have to adjust to the times.  The Cedar Park G.M. 
did add that they want to work with us on the possibility of other future events at the 
center.  He made some suggestions and we will meet again soon to discuss them.  I 
started looking at other things almost a year ago as I saw this coming.  Nobles George 
Haehn and Ken (Scooter) Wood are already looking into a Rodeo for us and I will be 
working on other events, even the possibility of a Circus in another area or a Cirque de 

Soleil type event or even a concert in our area.  I am 
also talking with other Texas Shrines on what works 
for them.  If any of you guys want to help with the 
fundraising or have any suggestions, please contact 
me.  
 
     I hope this finds everyone well and happy.  Pam 
and I are working to make next year a great year 
and fun for all of us while supporting our Hospitals 
for Children.  God Bless y’all and stay Ben Hur 
Proud.  
 
Chuck (Fester) Jones 
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At our Ben Hur Shrine Circus I had the pleasure along with PP Brad Cole of meeting 

Cheryl, one of our Shriners Hospital for Children patients. She walked up, hugged me 

and said thanks. Cheryl was treated by our Galveston Hospital for Children from age 8 

to 19. She was so grateful and wanted to thank all of the Shriners. She has always 

supported us and brought her grandson to the circus today. It is always wonderful to 

meet our patients as adults also. Cheryl allowed me to share her story with you. Ben 

Hur Shriner Proud. 

Chuck (Fester) Jones 
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High Priest & Prophet - heinemanja@yahoo.com 
Hello All, 

 
September has been a busy month, but a lot of fun! 

 

We started out with the Travel Club at Fredericksburg for a 

few days at the end of August, then drove the RV to The Big Chief 

RV Resort on Lake Buchanan for a few more days after which, we 

drove the RV to the KOA in Leander to help at the Circus. After the 

Circus, Janet and I drove the RV to Tulsa Oklahoma to visit my 

brother and sisters and their families. 
 

The circus was a lot of fun and watching the children made it that much more 

enjoyable. Our job during the circus was to handle the Circus Program/Coloring Book. 

The Nobles, Ladies and Clowns handed out all the Circus Programs for a donation this 

year and we brought in a little over $2700. 
 

A great big thank you goes out to those that worked at the circus. It was great 
seeing everyone work together as a team and “get er done”.  Keeping everyone fed and 
happy is not an easy job. 

 

Unfortunately, the era of circuses looks like it is coming to an end. We will miss 

the circus and watching the families enjoy the acts, animals, and clowns. The Ben Hur 

Clown Unit did us proud and the children had a blast taking pictures with them and 

getting their programs signed. The Clowns even got to go to the center ring and dance 

to the “YMCA” along with a few Ladies and Nobles.  

 

James Heineman 

HP&P 
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WILCO SHRINE CLUB 
 
 

      On Thursday 07 October, WILCO Shrine Club will host its monthly Meeting & Social, 

in the Party Room at Mel's Lonestar Lanes in Georgetown. The General Membership will 

elect its 2022 officers. The officer positions to be elected are the Secretary, Treasurer, 

Vice President and President. These four elected officers will join the Junior Past 

President to serve on the Club's Executive Committee.  The current officers, whose 

terms expire on December 31 are Secretary, Jim Crawford; Treasurer, Ron Dewees; 

Vice President, vacant; President Ron Speaks.  I encourage all members to attend this 

very important October Meeting and Social. 
 

      On behalf of WILCO Shrine Club, I would like to congratulate Noble Chief Rabban 

Dennis and Lady Sherree Motley for another exciting and successful Ben Hur Shrine 

Circus.  They of course received lots and lots of help from Potentate Romeo and First 

Lady Holly Denghel.  All members of the Divan, their Ladies, and members of the 

Director and Entertainment Staffs were "key players" in this year's circus.  All during 

the circus, Lady Debbie Kinley, her favorite Noble Jim, and several other Ladies made 

certain that we all had plenty of good food to eat.  The Ben Hur Shrine Clowns and Lady 

Clowns, all of whom were scattered throughout the circus spreading laughter and 

cheer, were hugely popular with the kids and loads of fun to watch.  As usual, they 

were outstanding.  It seems like Clown "Handi" a.k.a. Lady Jami has her entire family in 

the clowns. Well, her daughter and granddaughter.  Noble Ron Dewees brought along a 

new friend to this year's circus. His name is Jimbo, and although he's stiff, always 

standing, never speaks and likes ugly green jackets, he helped Ron sell Clown tee-

shirts.   

  

      On a personal note, my assignment was to sell Ride Tickets to parents of hundreds 

and hundreds of adorable kids.  I want to give a Big Thank You to three beautiful, 

energetic and super-smart Shrine Ladies, who helped me and took on the fast-paced 

task of credit and debit card transactions.  Lady Pam Braumle Jones, her granddaughter 

and Texas Patient Ambassador Alyssa Jones, and Lady Bennie Braswell, thanks a 

bunch!  You all were awesome!   A parent named Cheryl came to our Ride Tickets table. 

She's a nurse and former patient at Shriners for Children Hospital at Galveston, 

who really touched us and warmed our hearts with her grateful and equally kind 

comments about Shriners Childrens Hospitals.  When you find yourself using your shirt 

sleeve to wipe away a little trickle running down your cheek, it's those precious "Wow 

Moments" that become a reminder of the reason why so many of us became Shriners.  

  

      Last, but not least, please keep all in your prayers, who are sick and the Nobles 

and Ladies, who have passed into Heaven.  
 

Ron Speaks 

WILCO Shrine Club 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

October 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

BHS 

Garage 

Sale 8-2 

3 

Sons of 

Herman 

4 

Texana 

123 

5 

RENTAL 

6 

BOD 

RENTAL 

7 

LOH 

WILCO 

8 

LOS 

9 

BHS 

Ceremonial 

10  

Ladies 

Tea 

11 

Columbus 

Day—

Office 

Closed 

12 

Mini B’s 

13 

Trailblazers 

14 

Provost 

Guard 

15 

Masonic 

Rental 

16 

BHS Family 

Day 

 

17 

RENTAL 

18 19 

Provost 

Directors 

Staff 

20 21 

BH Stated 

22 

RENTAL 

23 

Appeciation 

Dinner 

24 25 26 27 

 

Clown 

28 

 

Carboy 

Elections 

29 30 

RENTAL 

31 Rental 

Travel 

Club 

      

EARLY VOTING 

EARLY VOTING 

TRAVEL CLUB 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

 

November 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

Texana 

#123 

2 

VOTING 

RENTAL 

3 

BOD 

RENTAL 

4 

WILCO 

LOH 

5 6 

7 

 

Sons of 

Herman 

8 9 

 

Mini-B’s 

10 

 

Patrol 

Trailblazers 

11 

 

BHS Closed 

Provost 

12 

 

LOS 

13 

14 

RENTAL 

15 16 

Directors 

Staff 

Provost 

17 

NILE 

18 

BHS Stated 

Transporter 

19 

Murder 

Mystery 

Set-up 

20 

Murder 

Mystery 

21 22 23 

RENTAL 

24 

Clown 

25 

CCC 

26 27 

28 

RENTAL 

29 30     

Potentates 2021 Cruise 

BHS Closed 
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Shriner Kidnappers??? 

Kidnappers Plot to Hold Mary Pickford for Huge Ransom 

Los Angeles, California June 1:  A plot to kidnap Mary P ickford, motion picture 

star, was uncovered by police Saturday according to an announcement by Captain  

George Home.  Three arrests have been made. Charlie Stevens, Billy Woods and 

Claude “Fat” Holcombe who were arrested Saturday in connection with the alleged plot.  

According to the police version of the plan Miss Pickford was decided upon as the victim 

of a plot in which Pola Negri, Buster Keaton and the grandson of E. D. Doheny, the oil 

magnate,  were also considered. 

The Plan: Miss P ickford was to be forced from her automobile while on her 

way from the Pickford-Fairbanks studio to her Beverly Hills home.  The Pickford 

chauffeur was to be sandbagged, bound and gagged and Miss Pickford removed from 

the automobile.  A demand for $100,000 was to be made the day following the 

abduction to be followed by larger demands as the search for the actress spread. 

Disguised as Visiting Shriners:  The men arrested Saturday had been 

shadowed for two weeks Captain Home said.  The police declared the plans of the 

kidnappers had been to disguise themselves as visiting Shriners and to operate in an 

automobile decorated with Shrine colors.  The men will be charged with conspiracy, 

detectives said. 

Transcribed from the Taylor Daily Press of June 1, 1927. 

  

 

Woman Applies for a Shriner Husband 
Denison Texas, Nov 28, 1925:  Some Dallas Shriner is expected step and take 

the offer of a Denison woman who has made application to the potentate of Hella 

Temple, Dallas for a Shriner husband. 

The lady doesn’t mention her age in the letter to the Potentate but says that she is 

brunette and the applicant must have at least $1,000.00 and have crossed the Burning 

Sands. 

It was posted on the bulletin board but there has been no unusual rush to take the 

offer. 

Transcribed Taylor Daily Press Nov 1925. 

Gene Freudenberg PP 

Historian 
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Clowning around by will 

CLOWNING AROUND WITH WILLY NILLY 
 

The Journey From Juggler To Clown, Part 3: My First State 
Competition & Parade 
 

Greetings, fellow Nobles and ISCA clowns!  As you know, I've 
been a semi-professional juggler for more than a decade, but I've 
never competed against other Shrine clowns or performed in a 
Shrine parade, not even once... until now!  In fact, before the 
Texas Shrine Association (TSA) state convention at Alzafar Shrine in San Antonio, I'd 
never even met Shrine clowns from outside my own Srekoj clown unit at Ben Hur 
Shrine! 
 

In the Boy Scouts, we debrief each event using "Roses, Thorns, and Buds"...  "Roses" 
are the things we liked, "thorns" are the things we didn't like, and "buds" are the things 
we'd like to start doing next time.  We'll follow the roses and thorns formula in our 
clowning journey! 
 

Breakfast: 
 

Of course every time we do anything new in life, there's always a certain amount of 
mild trepidation simply due to unfamiliarity of environment and unknown persons, and 
the same can be said about the early morning Texas Shrine Clown Association (TSCA) 
breakfast.  The event was held in a large room full of hungry out-of-costume clowns, 
only one of whom (besides myself) was from Ben Hur Shrine (more on him later).  Thus 
began the morning of Friday, June 4th, 2021. 
 

The official TSCA meeting was held during the catered BBQ breakfast, with new TSCA 
officers installed and other business items on the agenda.  There were also a number of 
tricky and mischievous pranks played on unsuspecting clowns who were unlucky 
enough to speak up during the meeting without first thinking very carefully about every 
single word they were going to share.  Needless to say, there were several very zealous 
TSCA officers and deputies walking around collecting numerous immediate cash 
penalties from unwary clowns, even penalizing seasoned TSCA members, all due to a 
single word or title given wrong during introductions or other verbal reports.  When it 
came time for me to report on behalf of Ben Hur, I was exceedingly careful and said 
something along the lines of the following... 
 

"TSCA officers, fellow clowns, and Nobles all, other than a very notable exception, Ben 
Hur Shrine reports only one member in attendance this morning, which is myself Willy 
Nilly the clown, *** along with an honorable member of Ben Hur clowns, none other 
than Imperial Potentate James 'Jimmy Jimbo' Smith!" 
 

The asterisks (***) above are where one of the Past Presidents of TSCA (or an 
equivalently-high-ranking Muckity-Muck) starting talking real loud because he didn't 
catch my "very notable exception" disclaimer and he was energetically ordering the 
cash-nabbing tax-collectors to rush over and drain my wallet post-haste!  Fortunately, 
a younger TSCA officer was sitting nearby and quickly countermanded the order while I 
continued with my brief report.  The entire exchange occurred within a period of about 
60 seconds, and ended with myself and Imperial Sir Smith both standing and waving 
while everyone in the room had a good laugh.  Take that, clown cash enforcers!  Oh 
yeah, also I totally made up the fake clown name "Jimmy Jimbo" on the spot for 
Imperial Sir Smith, and I was lucky to later confirm with Imperial Sir that he does not 
currently have a real clown name anyway, so I guess a fake clown name is better than 
nothing?  This definitely counts as a rose. 
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Competition: 
 

Anyway, after breakfast it was time to get ready for competition!  This event was 
specifically for group skits, and thankfully I was allowed to compete as a "group of 
one"!  After all the effort we went through to get registered, I was glad not to be 
disqualified at the last minute due to a technicality.  Hey, I can't help it if there's only 
one Willy Nilly - that's got to be enough to go around!  I put on my make-up and 
costume, gathered up my props and audio equipment, and headed over to the 
competition arena, which was unsurprisingly the same place we ate breakfast, but with 
all the tables moved and a stage area cordoned off with blue masking tape. 
 

During most of the other clown skits, I was back in the kitchen getting warmed up with 
my juggling, preparing my various props, etc.  I did come out to watch the two-clown 
"Enterprise" airplane skit, mostly because of their brazen use of the sacred Star Trek 
moniker; their skit was cute, but then it was back in the kitchen for more prep.  When 
it was finally my turn (I randomly ended up going last), I had my very helpful teenage 
stage hands assist in quickly setting up, and then I shouted "hit it!" for my lovely 
assistant (and wife) Bennie to start the music medley which was tailor-made for the 3-
minute competition time limit (per ISCA rules). 
 

I opened the skit as Willy Nilly with a quick song-and-dance number to the tune of 
"This Is It" from "The Bugs Bunny Show", then on to a string of classic (if somewhat 
awkwardly performed) clown gags including magic appearing flower, sneezing confetti, 
squirting rose, and flying handkerchief.  Unfortunately and perhaps hilariously, my 
clown nose flew right off and outside the stage area during the confetti sneeze, so I had 
to carry on without my red nose!  (I'm still working on this nose stability thing.)  I had 
another gag or two, but ran out of time, which was probably for the best due to the 
already-messy stage.  Next up, I did a little bit of 3-cane juggling to the famous circus 
melody "Entrance of the Gladiators", followed by a goodly amount of 1-cane juggling to 
DJ Yoda's very fun remix of Tiny Tim's classic hit "Tiptoe Through The Tulips".  Finally, 
the grand finale was a (shaving) cream pie in my face as Porky Pig aptly declared "Th-
th-th-that's all, folks!" 
 

In the end, I lost points (and the competition) due to taking more than the 1-minute 
time limit to clean up the stage.  (Many thanks to my brave and trusty stage hands and 
darling wife!)  Dang, tough competition...  But still, it was an awesome learning 
experience, and I am pointedly reminded that the only way to win is to go through 
losing first.  Thus, I am now eager to enter as many clown competitions as possible, in 
order to keep inching my way toward 1st prize and beyond.  Thorns included some 
issues with filming the skit, the marching band competition next door being super loud, 
and the lack of microphones for the TSCA competition judges, all of which could turn 
into buds if addressed in the future.  I enjoyed meeting the other competing clowns, if 
only briefly, which counts as a small rose.  From a purely juggling point of view, I only 
had one drop, which is also a nice rose! 
 

Also, the Divan and members of Ben Hur Shrine showed up in support of Willy Nilly's 
landmark debut performance, which was really thoughtful and appreciated!  By virtue 
of my uncanny juggler's aim, I was able to blow out my nostrils and get a little bit of 
shaving cream onto our Potentate (and fellow clown) Romeo "Shaggy" Denghel!  He 
yelled and jumped back, we all had a nice laugh at his expense, and then we took a fun 
group photo together.  My face was completely covered in cream! 
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Parade: 
 
Saturday morning brought us to the second half of my primary TSA clown responsibili-
ties, the parade!  I've performed as a juggler in a number of non-Shrine parades over 
the years, but never as a clown and never in a Shriner parade.  I decided to (literally) 
go big or go home, so I rendered myself "vertically gifted" by donning a pair of circus 
stilts and thereby proving everything truly is bigger in Texas!  I had a heck of a time 
finding my Ben Hur unit in the long and winding parade line-up, but I was fortunate 
enough to run into Imperial Sir "Jimmy Jimbo" along the way, and we had a nice visit 
and photo op.  It's good to be the king, whether of 8-foot-tall clowns or of Shriners 
world-wide.  Wow, big time rose blooming there! 
 
I sallied forth, and eventually sought the oasis of a tall van manned by some brew-
sipping Nobles, and finally my unit found me before my make-up started melting off in 
the Texas heat!  We started back in the opposite direction, which was okay for the first 
15 minutes or so, until I realized there were long stretches of road without any specta-
tors, which is the bane of all non-float-riding and non-motorized-unit paraders.  I 
quickly signaled for the Ben Hur float to hoist me aboard, and I firmly grasped Uncle 
Fester's shoulder, holding on for dear life as the float went around tight corners in the 
neighborhoods.  Within a few more minutes, we came upon a familiar sight... the "USS 
Enterprise" airplane, piloted by Buttons and his trusty co-pilot clown, who were signal-
ling mayday as their plane was going down along the side of the parade route!  I 
shouted for our Ben Hur crew to swoop in for an emergency clown rescue mission, and 
we were able to successfully beam them aboard with the "Enterprise" safely docked as 
well.  Shrine clowns are like Boy Scouts, we always try to "do a good turn daily".  It's 
not every day one has the opportunity to save the "Enterprise", usually they're the 
ones doing the saving, at least on TV! 
 
By this point we were probably only one quarter or one third of the way through the 
parade route, and I was already completely soaked in sweat - boy it was a hot and hu-
mid day for a parade!  I kept drinking plenty of fluids we had packed on the float for 
this very reason, and I didn't drop over dead from heat stroke, thank goodness.  The 
Enterprise crew and I quickly realized we could do some fun tag-team impromptu 
clowning with the kids along the way, so we would ride in the Ben Hur float until there 
was a crowd of kids, then we'd all quickly jump off the float and run over to the 
kids.  The other clowns would hand out pre-twisted balloon animals and clown noses, I 
would do a bit of juggling and challenge the kids to give me a 10-foot-tall high-five, I 
would ask the adults sitting on their lawn chairs "how's the weather down there?", etc 
etc...  Good times!  Definitely fun and a rose for sure. 
 
I missed the costume judging which (oddly) was held during parade line-up, at approx-
imately the time I was wandering around on stilts looking for the Ben Hur float; a bud 
for consideration by TSCA judges would be to hold all possible competition aspects in-
doors and not during the parade, which has it's own independent challenges and judg-
ing criteria.  Speaking of which, the only TSCA judges I saw along the parade route 
were stationed in areas with no spectators present, when we were all just riding along 
in the back of the Ben Hur float, and thus the judges did not get to see any of our actu-
al clowning parade performance.  This is a thorn which could turn into a bud by simply 
stationing judges among the street-corner parade crowds, where the clowns will actu-
ally be performing. 
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Other roses included clear weather (no rain as threatened), almost-full-but-still-
available parking, good old-fashioned family fun with kids and adults outdoors and 
smiling and laughing together, and lots of fun Shrine parade units to see along the 
way!  Possible buds include modifying or upgrading the Ben Hur float to more safely 
accommodate stilts, and more carefully timing my parade performances when the 
judges come into view.  A thorn is that we had to leave immediately following the 
parade, in order to make it back to Austin for my dear wife's OES installation, and our 
final rose is that I accomplished the drive home while still wearing my full clown make-
up! 
 
Until next time, I'm stilt-walking down the parade route on...  
 
THE JOURNEY FROM JUGGLER TO CLOWN! 
 
Clowningly Yours, 
~ Will "Willy Nilly" Braswell 
 
PS - I've already won some Shrine clown awards, so stay tuned for part 4...  Same 
clown time, same clown channel! 
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Cheeky's 

Broccoli 

corner 

Ladies and Nobles, 

As Secretary/Treasurer of the Ben Hur Travel Club, I would like to provide you with a 

brief summary of the August Rally.  We met in Stonewall, and everyone had a great 

time!  Well, everyone except Noble Jerome ‘Jerry’ Hohman. 

We played three games on Saturday.  First, we played Farkle.  I won that game, much 

to the disappointment of Noble Hohman.  Then we played Chicken Foot Dominoes.  I 

won that game too.  I managed to take a photo with Noble Hohman, and you can see 

how impressed he is about the whole deal. 

Lastly, we played Goofy Golf.  Yes, I won that game too.  

Noble Hohman refused to be photographed, as he was 

visibly shaken and in tears. 

OK, that last part is not true.  But we did have fun at the 

August Rally!  Come join us for our October Rally in Bandera 

on October 27-31st and our Holiday Party in Caldwell on 

December 2-5th.  Contact me or Wagon Master David 

Desormeau for more information. 

Fraternally, 
Romeo Denghel  

Travel club news 
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2021 CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? 

Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will drop all dates to 10/21 ! 

Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/25 
Jim & Donna King 08/25 
Al & Ellie Blaschke 02/25 
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/25 
Doris Grabo 12/24 
Aggie & George Auer, PP 08/24 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/24 
‘The Count’ and Lady Denghel 07/24  
Chuck “Fester” & Pam Jones 06/24 
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24 
Prairie Lea Lodge #114 11/23 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 11/23 
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP 10/23 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 10/23 
In Memory of Gail Carruth 09/23 
Gerald "Jerry" Carruth 09/23 
WILCO Shrine Club 08/23 
James & Janet Heineman 07/23 
Imp. Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith 07/23 
Dottie Hughes & Alan Mulder 07/23 
Ed & Ceverene Lackey 04/23 
Kathy & Randy Wimbish 02/23 
Heather & Rob Kelly, Jr 02/23 
Louise J Hein 02/23 
Charles E & Emily G Maddox 10/22 
Dale & Barbara Dugger 09/22 
Duke & Tracey Dugger 09/22 
Herb and Shirley Canada 08/22 
Jody and Boyce Freitag, PP 08/22 

Bill Manning 08/22 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/22 
Billy D / Alice Edmondson 07/22 
Ron & Jami Dewees 07/22 
Brenda W Scholin-TX REALTOR ®07/22 
In Memory of Betty Anderson 06/22 
Stan Anderson 06/22 
In Memory of Emmett “Loco” Johnson 
Michaeleen Johnson 06/22 
Tom Arbuckle 06/22 
Colorado Commandery #4 KT 05/22 
Austin Council #2 RSM 05/22 
Lonestar Chapter #6 RAM 05/22 
Keller Williams—World Wide 04/22 
Alfred & Ellie Blaschke 03/22 
Byron & Linda Betncourt 03/22 
Bob Newlander 03/22 
Charles Campbell 02/22 
Hubert & Dorothy Cook 02/22 
Bob Newlander 01/22 
Bobby G Harden 01/22 
Highland Lakes Shrine Club 01/22 
Jack Neal 12/21 
Charlie & Betty Farnham 12/21 
John Cooper 12/21 
Tom & Judy Schneider 12/21 
Forest & Doris Cruse 12/21 
Leonard & Lidia Bronik 11/21 
Jim & Sharlene Worley 11/21 
David & Samon Isbell 10/21 
Dr. & Mrs Mike Barry, PP 10/21 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       
 

Bob Tolley, PP (ORAK) 9/19/2021 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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Letters to the editor 

Dear Sirs, 
The Srekoj clowns banded together for the circus, doing the first skit since Potentate 
Romeo was active in Clowns. 'YMCA' was cute AND INCLUSIVE for last-second planning 
and no practices. Will and his wife, Bennie(??her photos were great) accidentally 
inspired some marvelous changes for Ben Hur AND Ruh Neb clowns at this year's 
circus. I look forward to more changes of attitude. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Colleen 'Penelope' Asaro, PQ 
 
Colleen Ronan Asaro Worthy Matron 
Canyon Lake Chapter 1103 
Some of the most exciting things happen 
when people are willing to try new things. 
 

Notice ! 

The Ben Hur Board of Directors is working diligently to save administrative costs. We 

have changed over to Voip phones and cut our Spectrum bill in half. We have also 

changed to a new Credit Card carrier, doing away with PayPal. Going forward Ben Hur 

will no longer accept the charge fees associated with using a credit card. The usage fee 

of 3.9% will be passed along to the user. This will save us literally hundreds of dollars 

over the year. We hope you understand and support our efforts. The web page has 

been reworked and there is now an option to donate with your card. 
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NOBILITY SALES ITEMS 

Do you have a business or know of a business that would like to reach 

over 700 views?  We would love additional business sponsorships for 

our Chariot.  For additional information contact Ben Hur Shrine at 

secretary@benhurshrine.org or 512-480-0812 

Items have already sold by being posted here. Got something to sell? 

Let us know and we will post it ... 

Corn Hole Boards For Sale $125. 

Unfinished and without Bags 

Ben Hur Shrine Corn Hole with Bags $200 

Call Craig Reiswig 512-422-6726 (if I don’t answer leave a 

message) 

mailto:secretary@benhurshrine.org


Ben Hur Shriners 

7811 Rockwood  Lane 

Austin, TX  78757 

(512) 480-0812 
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TIME DATED MATERIAL 

DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER 

 10/1 

Ed Whitmore, Sr. PP 

Albert J Stowell 

Stanford C Todd 
 
 10/2 

Henry E Shoenfelt II 

Robert B Shanon 
 
 10/3 

Melvin W Bilich 

William E Knox 

Michael E Dosier 

Gerald A Beathard Jr. 
 
 10/4 

Forest M Cruse Sr. 

Kevin W Warnken 

William E Davenport II 
 
 10/5 

Danny K Bell 
 
 10/6 

Gail F Duncan 

Marcus J Flake 

 

 10/7 

Bobby J Tiner 

John H Schlueter II 

 10/17 

Conrad J Levenduski 

Nathan W Stilwell 
 
 10/19 

Richard F Smith 

Marcus G Garcia 

Jason M Castlebury 

Clint P Chapman 
 
 10/20 

Glen E Peters 

Jeffrey W Moss 

Boyce J Freitag 
 
 10/22 

Eivin J Pederson 
 
 10/24 

James W French PE 

Ronald L Agnew 

 

 10/25 

Aubrey L Wallace Jr 

 

 10/26 

Samuel E Stimson PhD 

Billy E Henline II 

 

 

  

 10/8 

Robert C Livengood Sr. 

Charles W Pickering 

 

 10/10 

Adam M Cooper 
 
 10/11 

Don R Long 
 
 10/12 

Greg L Roland 

Robert M Mallett 

Marvin G Gammage 

Blair D Hibbert 

Christopher N Braziel 
 

 10/13 

Ronnie H Lee, PP 
 

 10/15 

William L Brown 

Zackery A Tedder 

Kain T Dodd 

 

 10/16 

Howard C Anderson 

Maxie E Brune Jr. 

Christopher D Garner 

James R Darell  

   

 10/27 

Michael A Von Ohlen 

 

 10/28 

Candido M Berrios 

Fred E Funderburgh 

Fermin Ortiz 

 

 10/29 

J. R. Ferreri 

Shawn E Moore 

 

 10/30 

Richard D Carpenter 

Joe E Smith 

Oliver S Kitzman Jr 

 

 10/31 

Albert A Taub 

James A Falwell 

Brian Price PP 

  

  

  

  

 

  


