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APPOINTED STAFF 

Colonel of Units 

 Danny Adrian 
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 Ronald Speaks, High Priest and Prophet 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Mike Sanders 

Fund Raising Chairman 

 Jonathan Felger 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - Robert Eschenburg 

Outer Guard - Dave Harnden  
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Marshal - Raul Scully 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Apr 16 

2026. CURRENT DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

APPOINTED STAFF (CONT) 
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POTENTATE – charlesemaddox@gmail.com 

Imperial Sirs, Illustrious Sirs, Nobles, Ladies, Brethren all,  

Unfortunately, the Nobility Ball will have occurred after the deadline for this article, 
and before the print, so there will not be any anecdotes about the Ball until the May 
article.  There will be photos aplenty in that issue.  

The Primary Election has come and gone. Avoiding the politics surrounding it, I 
cannot express the appreciate and pride I have as a Ben Hur Shriner. We are 
considered one of the main voting centers in Travis County, and possibly the busiest 
in terms of foot traffic. When I hear from non-Shriner friends, or work friends, that 
they associate Ben Hur Shrine with voting in Central Texas is exposure we cannot buy, and capital we cannot 
waste.  

On Friday, March 12, the Committee on Masonic Education used our facilities to conduct Officer Leadership 
Training for future Masonic Wardens and Masters in the Austin Area (for the Past Masters reading this, they 
were previously known as “Wardens’ Retreat.”). About 60 Master Masons were in attendance. The Chairman of 
the Committee, Chris Galloway, invited me to the training to welcome the attendees. I relished welcoming them 
and thanked the committee for the opportunity to host the Training. Hosting events like this, whether it is for 
subordinate lodges or the Grand Lodge of Texas, not only are the spirit of the informal theme of the year, 
Stronger Together, but help us grow our exposure within the community and within Masonry. It is the best, 
freest form of advertising we can do! 

One of the ideas discussed with the Chairman, and hopefully seized on by the 2027 Divan (and beyond), is the 
idea of letting the units and/or clubs serve meals as fundraisers for said units and/or clubs. This will further 
increase our visibility with Blue Lodge Masons in the area and will result in additional petitions.  

Finally, I encourage each of you to get active in your Blue Lodges!  For those of you already active thank you, and 
continue to be active! If you are not, go back to a business meeting or better, a degree. Enjoy the fellowship with 
your brethren, and invite them to enjoy the fellowship we have at the Shrine.  

Fraternally, 

Charles E. Maddox, Potentate 

Ben Hur Shriners No. 58.  
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Chief rabban - farnhamcf@outlook.com 

As Chief Rabban, I am responsible for planning and hosting fundraisers for 
the benefit of Ben Hur Shriners and preparing for upcoming Shrine year.  
Speaking of planning and hosting fraternal fundraisers, we will be hosting the 
following fraternal fundraisers this year. 

 Dinner and Casino 

“Dinner and Casino” will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2026, at Ben Hur 
Shrine.  Doors will open at 6:00pm, Cinco de Mayo themed dinner will be 
served at 6:30pm and games will begin at 7:00pm.   There will be a silent 
auction and various door prizes will be drawn.  The admission is $50.00 per person, and tickets are 
currently available for purchase in person and on the 
Ben Hur website, “www.benhurshrine.org”. 

Dinner and Draw 

“Dinner and Draw” will be held on Saturday, August 15, 
2026, at Ben Hur Shrine.  There will be a nice dinner 
followed by a drawing where every number will be drawn 
and a prize awarded for each number.  Stay tuned for 
more details! 

Ben Hur Rodeo 

“Ben Hur Rodeo” will be held on Saturday, October 10, 
2026, at a location to be determined.  We are at the beginning stages of planning the Ben Hur Rodeo and 
believe that the Rodeo can be an annual event that will grow from a single night to a multi-day event.  
Look out for information on a Ben Hur Rodeo kickoff meeting which will be scheduled soon. 

We are currently looking for Nobles to help with the planning, setup, and hosting our fraternal 
fundraisers.  Please reach out to me if you would like to support our activities. 

The first “2027 Planning Meeting” will be held on March 31, 2026, at Ben Hur Shrine.  We will meet in the 
Blue room and start at 6:30pm.   As the name suggests, the meeting is geared toward setting the stage 
for 2027 and beyond. Your input into our future is important and will be welcomed.   We would love to 
hear from our newer Nobles as well as our seasoned Shriners.  Subsequent planning meetings will be 
held off-site on June 30th and September 29th.   

As I wrap up this article I want to remind you of the power of relationships.  Relationships strengthen 
brotherhood. Meetings and events bring us together, but the relationships formed between us give our 
fraternity its true strength. 

 

Continued next page 



APR 2026 5 

Every relationship begins with a simple introduction as you greet a new Noble, or by sharing a 
conversation during fellowship.  These initial interactions may seem small, but they are the starting 
point for the connections that grow into relationships within our Oasis. 

As we spend time together, we begin to recognize our shared interests, experiences, and common 
values.  Over time, these relationships grow from the simple acquaintance into genuine fraternal 
friendship.  

Relationships do not sustain themselves automatically. They must be nurtured through continued 
engagement and fellowship.  At the same time, relationships can fade if they are neglected. Busy 
schedules, distance, or simple inattention can weaken connections over time. Fortunately, our 
fraternity offers many opportunities to renew those bonds. Each meeting, gathering, and shared activity 
gives us the chance to stay connected and strengthen our brotherhood. 

Opportunities to strengthen these relationships come with being involved in planning and participating 
in the events being held for the benefit of Ben Hur Shriners.   

Assistant rabban - hayesre1@yahoo.com 

Ill Sirs, Nobles and Ladies, 
 

Greetings! 
 

As we continue moving forward into 2026, I would like to Thank each and every one of 
y’all for your continued support of Ben Hur! Your friendship, dedication, and 
continued support of our fraternity and philanthropy do not go unnoticed. So thank 
you for helping and continuing to promote the ideals of Ben Hur, Texas Shriners, and 
Shriners International!! 
 

I would like to extend even further thanks and HUGE KUDOS to the Directors staff for a successful 2nd 
annual Crawfish Boil. The rainy weather was no match for the excellent food, fun, and fellowship 
enjoyed by Nobles, families, and friends. Great job team!! 
 

Speaking of the Directors Staff, I attended the annual Texas 
Shrine Directors Staff Association business meeting hosted 
by Alzafar Shrine in San Antonio. Further, I had the honor of 
installing the newly elected officers. The President is our very 
own Chris Garner! Congratulations Chris. 
 

Looking ahead, Lady Angie and I are excited to be attending 
the Installation of Officers for two of our ladies organizations, 
Daughther’s of the Nile and Ladies of the Oriental Shrine. We 
wish them every success in the upcoming year and are 
endlessly thankful for their service and the multitude of ways 
they continue to support not only us, but Shriners. But more 
next month. 
 
 

Fraternally yours 
 

Ricky Hayes, Assistant Rabban. 
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HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET - poppyspeaks@msn.com 

Notable Moments: If you missed the Directors Staff Crawfish Boil, you truly missed out 
on some "good eating".  A young Mason in attendance was so impressed by their efforts, 
he decided to become a Shriner. I've said it before; I can't think of any group of Nobles 
who can do it better than Ben Hur's Directors Staff. Great job Nobles, thank you! 
Although windy conditions on Sunday, March 15, made for a rough day. Ben Hur's Golf 
Unit had another great outing at Roy Kizer Golf Course on March 23. 
 
Texas Golf Association: During the June 11-13 Texas Shrine Association Ceremonial - Austin, 
the Golf Tournament will be held at Jimmy Clay and Roy Kizer Golf Courses. Both are located 
at 5400 Jimmy Clay Dr, Austin TX 78744. Thursday Play - June 11 will be a Shot Gun Start at 8:00, with a hot meal served 
after play.  Scores will be posted after play (Hotel Hospitality Room) to determine the Tee Times for next day's play.  Friday 
Play - June 12 will begin with Tee Times starting at 10:30, with sandwiches provided after play. The Ben Hur Golf Unit will 
serve as Tournament Hosts and assist our President Noble Carl Winters, as needed. By the way, for making these 
arrangements and making this all come together on short notice, a "Big Shout Out and Kudos" is due to Brother Carl! 
 

Good Times & Hospital Fund Raisers: After the Imperial Shrine Session in Tampa, Lady Debbie and I will host 
the "Always Fun" Hospital Fund Raiser Pizza Pitcher & Puzzle, which is scheduled for July 25. Another good time 
Fund Raiser is coming Wednesday, August 19. The fabulous music of the bands Chicago & Styx?  In exchange 
for your time selling their Music CDs at the concert, you can earn some money for our Shriners Children's and a 
'free ticket' to see their Concert at the Moody Center. Please contact the HP&P via the email above for more 
information and to sign up.  Then, on Friday, September 11,  Lady Debbie and I will host the annual Murder 
Mystery Dinner and Play, directed by Ben Hur's very own playwright, Illustrious Sir Romeo "The Count" Denghel. 
This play promises to be one to remember, titled "Shakespeare Texas Style. Hang on y'all; the fun isn't over, 
yet.  We continue with another Wednesday Concert - this one especially for you old Rock n Rollers, Foreigner at 
the HEB Center on October 7. Once again, I'll be seeking volunteers for Fund Raising assistance in exchange for 
a free ticket to see this legendary band.  
 

Blessings and Thoughts: during March, Lady Debbie and I had the privilege of attending three Potentate's/
Nobility Balls. First, Karem Shriners. Next, Hella Shriners and last, Ben Hur's Nobility Ball. At all three of these, 
we were seated with old friends while also making some new ones. Over the past few years, at those Balls, and 
other events and functions, we've had opportunities to chat with, listen to and learn from countless Nobles and 
Ladies. Lady Debbie and I feel truly blessed to be a part of an organization with the greatest group of people ever 
placed on God's good earth.  As we go forward serving you with Ben Hur's Divan and on this journey, we continue 
to learn from our talks with each of you. We not only learn from Past Potentates (we consider them to be the 
keepers of the corporate knowledge), but we learn something from ALL the Shriners and Ladies from Ben Hur and 
members from other Shrine Centers/Temples, as well. It's a relationship that Debbie and I have learned to 
cherish. It's one that we hope to make better with each passing year. We realize that we are blessed to be with a 
very special group of Nobles and Ladies on this Divan, who are dedicated to making Ben Hur better. We also 
realize how very special that Each of You, the Nobles and Ladies of Ben Hur are.  We are truly dependent on you. 
There is no "I" in Team.  So, won't you please help us along this journey; lend us your hand, help us, your Divan, 
help Each Other, be Cheerleaders if you will, help us make Ben Hur grow, prosper, help make Ben Hur become 
Bigger, Better and Stronger. 
 
Thank You and may the Grand Architect always be your Guide, Protect You and Bless You.  
Ron Speaks 
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history 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-EIGHT  

YEARS OF SERVICE 
In about 1850 settlers moved into the area on Cibolo Creek west of San Antonio and started a community they 

called Live Oak Grove.  It was later changed to La Vernia.  As the settlement grew the masons in the area had 

to travel about twenty miles to the nearest lodge.  In 1858 one of the prominent farmers in the area named 

Robert W. Brahan proposed that the masons in Lavernia seek their own masonic lodge.  The original members 

of the lodge were from Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia having served in every American war.  The lodge set 

to work on June 28, 1858, and was chartered on June 16, 1859, probably conducting their meetings in a cabin 

in the area.   

In the 1860’s the members made plans for a permanent meeting hall, selecting a site on the brow of a hill just 

west of La Vernia.  Haywood Brahan and James Newton arranged the purchase of two acres of land from Ms. 

Georgia Morgan for the princely sum $25.00.  Funds were scarce for the building of a hall so the members, 

true to their heritage, commenced the building of the lodge hall.  It is said that this is probably the only Mason-

ic Lodge Hall built for the express purpose of serving as a church, school and lodge hall.  Stone was quarried 

in the area and hauled by ox cart to the building site where the members constructed the two-story structure 

completing it, ready for use in 1871.  It has been in continuous use since its completion.  In 1880 the charter 

was given up due to friction resulting from various disciplinary actions.  The charter was restored in 1884 and 

the lodge has labored harmoniously since then to advance the cause of Masonry. 

In 1958-58 the building was renovated.  Walls were straightened, replastered and reinforced.  Brother Robert 

Brown, then seventy-five years old, painted the interior with Masonic murals taken from the monitor.  Furni-

ture made from native cedar was donated to the lodge and upholstered chairs were purchased by the lodge. 

Probably the most momentous event to take place in the long history of the lodge was the centennial ob-

servance on June 6, 1959.  After long planning the event was attended by more than 1250 people.  The cere-

mony was opened at 8:30 in the morning by reading a proclamation by Governor Price Daniel declaring June 

6, 1959, as Brahan Lodge Centennial Day in Texas.  Arriving guests were treated to a tour of the building dur-

ing which most expressed amazement at the beauty of the murals gracing the walls.  A book of the lodge histo-

ry, A Century of Light, sold nearly 800 copies.  A copy of A Century of Light written by D. L. West was pre-

sented to the Grand Master of Masons in Texas by the Junior Warden Bethel Harlow. 

Following the official reception of Grand Master Randall Briscoe, a barbecue chicken dinner was served to 

guests at the La Vernia Chamber of Commerce Grounds, after which an evening program was held.  Past Mas-

ters, life members, officers, wives, members of the La Vernia Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star and digni-

taries were introduced.  The Alzafar Shrine Chanters were present and entertained the gathering with several 

songs. 

In attendance at the centennial were Masons from every Masonic District in Texas, with nine Deputy Grand 

Masters present.  Nineteen  state lodges and two foreign countries were represented. 

Gene Freudenberg/PP/Historian/Chariot April 2026 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

April 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
 

LOH 
 
RENTAL 

2 3 4 

 

Motley Brue 

5 
 

RENTAL 
 
Easter 

6 
 

Texana 123 
 
BHS Closed 

7 
 

RENTAL 

8 
 

Parsons 
 

Motorized 
Units 
 

BHS Board 

9 
 

RENTAL 
 

Provost 
Guard 
 

SDA (LA) 

10 
 

 

11 
 

Burnet 
Parade 
 
RENTAL 

12 
 
Movie Night 

13 14 
 
 
Mini B 
 

HLSC 
 

RENTAL 

15 
 
NILE 
 
Parsons 

16 
 
BHST Stated 

17 18 
 
 

19 
 
RENTAL 
 
LOS 

20 21 
 

Directors 
Staff 
 
RENTAL 

22 23 24 25 
 
Smithville 
Parade 
 
RENTAL 

26 27 28 
 
 
RENTAL 

29 
 
RENTAL 

30   

Grand Lodge Training 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

May 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 
 
Motley Brue 
 
RENTAL 

3 
 
RENTAL 
 
RENTAL 

4 
 
Texana 123 

5 
 
RENTAL 
 
Cinco de 
Mayo 

6 
 
LOH 
 
RENTAL 

7 
 
RENTAL 

8 
 
 

9 
 
Dinner & 
Casino 
Games 

10 
 
Mothers 
Day 

11 
 
Golf Unit 

12 
 
Mini B’s 
 

HLSC 
 

RENTAL 

13 
 
Parsons 
 
Motorized 
Units 

14 
 
Provost 
Guard 

15 16 

17 
 
LOS 
 

18 19 
Directors 
Staff 
 

RENTAL 

20 
Nile 
 
Parsons 

21 
 
BHST  

22 23 

24 25 
 
BHST Closed 
 
Memorial 
Day 

26 
 
RENTAL 
 
RUNOFF 
ELECTION 

27 28 29 30 

31       

Travis County Early Voting (Run Off) 
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clowns 
Attention All Shriners, 

I am on the lookout for anyone who likes making children and adults smile. If this is not 

you, please disregard. If it is your cup of tea please feel free to reach out to me at a 

meeting or call. The parades are already on the calendar and clowning by yourself is a 

lonely job. I may be changing my name from Macaroni to Sad 'N Lonely. You sure don't 

need any matching clothes or big routine to be a walking clown. Just the ability to talk 

to kids and occasionally run after a scared adult (as long as they aren't bigger than 

you.) After all, we DO get the street all to ourselves. Everyone loves and takes pictures 

of a Shriner Clown. You have no idea what you are missing.  

Making People Laugh (and cry) Since My Mother Was Told I was On The Way, 

Macaroni 

Welcome new noble 

Noble Patrick Hodgkiss was created at the Ben Hur March Stated meeting. His father Theodore placed the 
Fez on his head and he was welcomed to the Nobility. Congratulations Noble Patrick. We look forward to 
seeing you often. 
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Congratulations to the newly installed officers of Rhu Neb 

Congratulations to the newly installed officers of Ben Hera 



APR 2026 12 

 

Ben hur living past potentates 

1991 Boyce Freitag 
1995 Gene Freudenberg 
1997 Ronald Harrison  
2002 Ronnie Lee 
2004 Ronnie Jackson 
2005 Silas Powell, Jr. 
2007 Robert “Fred” Park, Jr 
2008 Charles Farnham 
2009 James Smith (PIP) 
2011 Michael Ford 
2012 Edward Whitmore 
2014 Thomas Hauss 
2015 Edward Bromstad 
2016 Earl Robertson 
2017 Brad Cole 
2018 Gregory Rye 
2020 Romeo Denghel 
2021 Romeo Denghel  
2022 Dennis Motley 
2023 Chuck ‘Fester’ Jones 
2024 James Heineman 
 

           ASSOCIATED 
 —————————————————————-- 

1991 Eddie Daffern (Khiva) 
1997 George Auer (El Kalah) 
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CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? Remember to check the date following your 

name. Next edition will drop all dates to 03/26! Send in the form below TODAY with your 

$25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Brian & Carol Vance 12/36 
Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Steve & Pat Koehn 03/35 
Aggie & George Auer PP 02/30 
David & Juanell Yeager 02/30 
In Memory of Joyce & Donna King 08/29 
In memory of James McConnell PP 03/29 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 03/29 
Ron & Jamie Dewees 03/29 
In memory of Gus Carlson 02/29 
Fred & Traci Maynard 01/28 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/28 
Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 09/27 
In memory of Gail Carruth    09/27 
Charles & Emily Maddox 07/27 
Ricki Hayes & Angie Shaffer 04/27 
Boyce and Jody Freitag 04/27 
In memory of Byron Betncourt 04/27 
Brenda W. Scholin, Realtor 03/27 
In memory of Stan Anderson 03/27 
Kay & Ron Harrison PP 02/27 
Pat & Wanda McDavid 02/27 
The Count, Lady Denghel 
And Girlfriend Margaret 09/26 
Billy D & Alice Edmondson 08/26 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/26 
In Memory of Loren Orme P.P. 05/26 
Glenn & Gwenn Goulet 05/26 
Bob Newlander 04/26 
Jesse & Sharen Soliz 03/26 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       

Reuben O. Maas  2/4/2026 

George Auer PP  2/12/2026 

Conrad J Levenduski  2/26/2026 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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If you wish to make a donation directly to our Shriners Childrens in Texas, here is the 

address. Make your check payable to Shriners Hospitals for Children—Texas 

Shriners Hospitals for Children 

Donation Department 

815 Market Street 

Galveston, Texas  77550 

Important notice 

If your address changes, please 

call the temple and let us know. We 

will update your info in the 

database. The post office charges 

us 74¢ for each incorrect address. 
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TIME DATED MATERIAL 

DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL 

 4/2 

John C Preece 
 

 4/3 

James H Lewis 

Richard B Smith 

Arthur L Barltey 

Jeffry R Pryor 
 

 4/4 

Steven W Dyer 
 

 4/5 

William D Weaver 

James P Wardle 
 

 4/6 

Theodore Hodgkiss 

Rochie P Guiyab 
 

 4/8 

Gerald C Carruth 

David M Williams 

Craig A Hammons 
 

  
 

 

  

 4/20 

Brant R McClelland 
 

 4/21 

Douglas H Watson 
 

 4/23 

David B Ferguson 
 

 4/25 

Edward G Bromstad PP 

Curtis S Young 
 

 4/27 

Charles J Farnham PP 
 

  

  

  

  

 4/10 

Joe D Beaver 

Johnny L Kabella 
 

 4/12 

Collie L Murray 

Lawrence Kennedy 

Derek M Shires 
 

 4/13 

Michael D Owens 
 

 4/16 

John C Casey 

Romeo V Denghel PP 
 

 4/17 

Curtis J Schoen 

Scott C Jellison 
 

 4/19 

Steven M Orme 
 

  
 

  

  

 4/28 

Randall T Stiles 
  

 4/29 

Basil R Willis 
 

 4/30 

Herbert G Cull 
 

  

   


