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Andy Murray
Sickness & Distress
Nobility
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STATED MEETING
Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the
month. The next stated meeting will be Mar19
2026. CURRENT DUES CARD IS REQUIRED!
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POTENTATE - charlesemaddox@gmail.com

Nobles, Ladies, and Friends,

i
i

February was a whirlwind month for us as a Temple, and me personally.

Ben Hur Shriners hosted the Texas Mid-Winter Session for the first time in
recent memory. Divan officers, ladies, and members from all over the state N
assembled at the Doubletree by the Arboretum the first weekend of February to ¥

socialize and exchanges ideas on how to best serve our nobles. We were joined e
by three imperial officers, a membership recruitment officer, and a candidate 4@\
for Imperial Outer Guard. The Ladies enjoyed a wine tasting under sommelier-

in-training Lady Emily. The Ladies so enjoyed themselves, the Nobles observed through an opened door
the Ladies dancing in the foyer outside our meeting room. The Nobles efficiently finished our meeting an
hour early (a rarity for Texas Shrine and Imperial Standards), with congratulations to our Oriental Guide

for his impressive introduction of the Divan. Afterwards, we all departed for a delightful evening at the
Capitol City Comedy Club. All this happened on my 41st birthday.

The success of the Texas Shrine Mid-Winter is owed to the many nobles and ladies who worked
tirelessly in front of and behind the scenes, including but not limited to: Ill. Charlie Farnham, Director
General, and his Lady Betty; Noble Jeff Shclieve and his Lady Cristal Schlieve; Noble Gary Gogburn; Lady
Karen Sanders; and of course the Divan and Ladies! Most importantly, | cannot thank my ladies, Emily
and Alexandra, for their help, grace, and hospitality. | dare say, Alexandra stole the show and embodied
her middle name!

A week later, Divan, Nobles, Ladies, and family from Ben Hur gathered in Galveston for the Shriners
Children’s Texas & Sunshine Kids Parade. Making two circuits through the Stand and helping spread
festive cheer to the attendees while representing our Galveston Hospital is among the most joyful
events in any year. A special thank you to El Mina Shriners for their hospitality after the parade!

In March, remember we will resume our Sunday Movie Matinee with the Magnificent Seven (1960 - the
Yul Brenner/Steve McQueen version) at 2:00pm at the Temple on Sunday, March 8. Throughout the
month of March, the Mighty Thomas Carnival will be at Dell Diamond (Sat. March 7 — Sun. March 15) and
at Pinballz Buda (Sat. March 21 - Sun. March 29). This is one of our larger fundraisers throughout the
year, so make sure to attend and invite your friends and family. Saturday, March 7, the Director’s Staff
will host their annual crawfish boil here at the Temple.

Finally, on Saturday, March 28, Ben Hur will host our annual Nobility Ball for 2026! This is a black tie
event to treat your lady to. Doors will open at 6:30pm, with an official start time of 7:00pm. We will have
a fully catered and fully tended event. The served meal will be your choice of:

La Bolognhese
Pappardelle Pasta tossed in our signature slow simmered Beef Bolognese

Creamy Sun-Dried Tomato Chicken (GF)
Chicken Breast Braised in a Creamy Sun-Dried Tomato Sauce over Sicilian Herb Wild Rice Blend.
Served with Roasted Broccoli.

Roasted Cauliflower & Romesco (Vegan, GF)
Roasted Cauliflower, Red Pepper Romesco, Pistachio Crumble over Sicilian Herb Wild Rice

Blend.
Con’t next page
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Dessert will be an Italian Cream Cake. Naturally, we will have a fully stocked bar! Tickets will be availa-
ble by reserving through the Recorder’s office. Tickets are $35 per person, or $50 per couple. Attire is
black tie or dark suit. This event is open to all Nobles, Ladies, Master Masons, guests, anyone you care
to invite! We will be entertained by Grant Wright, a crooner in the spirit of Dean Martin (you can sample
his work here: https://youtube.com/@grantwrightsings?si=2eBc4VJ5JZkdxBVN)

Thank you again for all you to for Ben Hur Shriners!
Fraternally,

Il. Charles E. Maddox

Potentate, Ben Hur Shriners

President, Texas Shrine Association

(512) 567-6744

CHIEF RABBAN - farnhamcf@outlook.com

As | write this article, | reflect on one of Ben Hur's greatest strengths-our
brotherhood. Beyond meetings, events, and charitable work, it is the bond
between Nobles that defines who we are and what we represent within our
Oasis.

Fraternity is more than membership; itis a commitment to one another. It
means standing side by side in times of celebration and in moments of
challenge. Our brotherhood is grounded in mutual respect, shared purpose,
and a willingness to support one another without hesitation. That spirit
transforms a collection of individuals into a unified and enduring fraternity.

We saw this spirit firsthand as we prepared to host the Texas Shrine Association Mid-Winter Meeting.
When assistance was needed with planning, administrative responsibilities, and logistics for this
annual gathering of Divans from across Texas, our Nobles and Ladies responded immediately. | extend
sincere appreciation to Nobles Jeff Schlieve and Gary "Rooster" Cogburn, and to Ladies Karen Sanders,
Cristal Schlieve, and Betty Farnham for generously giving their time and talents. Their efforts reflect the
very best of Ben Hur and demonstrate what can be accomplished when we work together in true
brotherhood.

By engaging in meaningful conversation, listening with intention, and genuinely seeking to know one
another, we strengthen the foundation of our fraternity. Through these connections, mentorship grows,
friendships deepen, and new members feel welcomed into something greater than themselves.

Con’t next page
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As we look ahead, let us recommit to cultivating that spirit of fraternity in all we do at meetings, unit
functions, social gatherings, and in our daily lives. When we strengthen our brotherhood, we strengthen
Ben Hur. Together, through shared commitment and genuine connection, we will ensure our Oasis
remains strong, vibrant, and worthy of its proud legacy.

A Couple of Important Events/Dates

1. 2027 Planning Meeting
I will host the first 2027 Planning Meeting on March 31, 2026, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Ben Hur
Shrine. As the name implies, this meeting is intended to begin setting the stage for 2027 and beyond. All
Nobles are encouraged to attend and join fellow leaders in discussing the future of Ben Hur and
identifying key activities for the 2027 Shrine year. A meal will be provided. Please email me
at farnhamcf@outlook.com to confirm your attendance.

2. Fraternal Fundraiser - Casino Party
Our first fraternal fundraiser of the year will be a Casino Party on May 9, 2026. Please mark your
calendars and watch for additional details in the April issue of The Chariot, on our social media
platforms, and on the Ben Hur website.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Charlie

HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET - poppyspeaks@msn.com

One of the complaints I've gotten from the Nobility and Ladies while serving on
the Board and one I/we deserve is: "Ron, we aren't kept up to date... we aren't in-
formed... we aren't informed soon enough. We don't know what's going on... It's
hard to make plans." So, in an effort to do better and help you with planning -
please mark these dates on your Calendars and enjoy these fun Shrine events.
Spring is fast approaching us and lots of events are coming our way. First up and
one you don't want to miss. The now famous Crawfish Boil - Saturday, March
7. | can't think of any group who can do it better than Ben Hur's Directors Staff.

The Mighty Thomas Carnival is back on March 7-15 at Dell Diamond in Round Rock and then goes to
Buda at Pinballz for its run there March 21-29. The Potentate Ball - Saturday, March 28. At Sharon
Shriners in Tyler, the Provost Guard Mid-Winter 27-28 March. Another fun night you don't want to miss
is the Chief Rabban's "Casino Night", which is set for May 09. After the Imperial Shrine Session in
Tampa, we have the Hospital Fund Raiser "Pizza Pitcher & Puzzle" scheduled for July 25.

Do you like the music and sounds of the bands Chicago & Styx? In exchange for your time as a Shriner
selling their Music CDs at the concert, you can earn some money for our Shriners Children's and a 'free
ticket' for you to see them in Concert at the Moody Center on August 19. Please contact the HP&P via
the email above for more information and/or to sign up. Later on, during October, and it looks like it will
be October 17 - the always fun Hospital Fun Raiser - Murder Mystery Dinner and Play.

Con’t next page
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For all "college basketball junkies" - Now that Texas and Texas A&M are once again in the same athlet-
ic conference, both will be in Nashville, TN for the Southeastern Conference Tournament, with First
Round action beginning March 11. How well they do in this tournament will determine

where your Aggies, or your Longhorns place in the NCAA's March Madness.

There's some confusion over the "wearing of helmets" for those who ride Shriner motorized vehicles.
I've included the Memorandum from Imperial, which addresses this very subject. Lastly, I've enjoyed
being the Parade Marshal for Ben Hur. Our outstanding new Oriental Guide, Noble Ricki Pierce, will be
taking over for me. | know he will do a terrific job and | know that you will give him the same great coop-
eration you gave to me.

To All, may the Grand Architect bless you, forever be your guide and protect you.
Ron Speaks

Chip Shots

The Nobles of the newly resurrected Ben Hur Golf Unit played the first round of 2026 at
Lions Municipal Golf Course.

If you’d like to become a member of the Ben Hur Golf Unit, please contact the front office.
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HISTORY

Mystic Shriners Meet in Chicago for Imperial Session
1889

The Chicago Tribune covered the Imperial Session of the Ancient Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in
Chicago in June 1889. The Fraternity had been in existence since 1872 and was still in its infancy. The
coverage included a lengthy dissertation on the history of the Mystic Shriners.

The Tribune reported that there were 400 sons of Mahomet in town, honorary descendants of the true prophet
entitled among the faithful to wear the green turban. One of them could meet a band of blood thirsty Bedouins
on the great desert and by a pass of his hand and an ancient word turn them instantly into brothers who would
make his welfare their welfare. Grave sheiks they are, decorated with shining crescents and golden scimitars.
They are Nobles of the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine or Mystic Shriners.

The Tribune goes on to describe what a Shriner is. To be a Shriner one must be a man of high degree thirty-
two of them, in fact, duly worked out in the Masonic order. Only Sir Knights and Scottish Rite Templars who
have attained the thirty-second degree are eligible to be a member of the Mystic Shrine, and so it naturally
follows that the Shriners form a splendid body of men.

The Shriners are in Chicago for the Imperial Council of North America.  Their business was the election of
officers for the next triennial period, dispensing charters to new temples and making some changes in the laws
governing the order.

Imperial Potentate Samuel Briggs announced that the membership in the order is now 10,175 nobles, an
increase of 3,000 during the year. The order has grown to this size since 1871 when Dr. Flemming introduced
the order into America. It was translated from ancient Arabic papers brought from the Orient by William
Florence, and others brought from Egypt by Sherwood Campbell. That was the year that the order was
conferred on thirteen eminent Masons who founded Mecca temple in New York. The Imperial Council of
North America was instituted by Mecca temple and began granting charters to new temples. As of 1889, there
are now fifty temples with Mecca temple having 1300 members.

William Patterson, an eminent Arabic scholar and enthusiast on this subject traces the origins of the order to at
least year 64 AD when all the symbols and rituals practiced in America today were observed by the Bedouins
of Arabia. The order still exists in the same form in Arabia and Egypt.

The transactions of the order are written in Arabic. The records of the Imperial Council Meeting are written in
Arabic which one noble describes as like an effort to write shorthand with some printer’s ink and pine stick.
When a poor son of the desert is initiated into the order, he isn’t even allowed to ride a goat. He must travel the
heated sands on foot in a pilgrimage to Mecca. The Koran is used throughout the exercises.

The officers were elected for the next triennial and San Francisco was chosen as the site for the next Imperial
Session.

It was noted that the headquarters of the council are in the Grand Pacific Hotel Club Room 4. Here great
punch bowls were stirred to the beat of an orchestra playing Arabic melodies. Thirsty Arabs found an oasis as
pleasing as any in the great desert.

Gene Freudenberg/Pp/Historian/ChariotMarch26
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March 2026

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
ELECTION RENTAL Motley Brue
DAY Crawfish Boil
RENTAL Texan 123
I Carnival
8 9 10 1" 12 13 14
MOVIE Golf Mini-B Parsons Lodge LOS
HLSC Motorized Units | Provost Guard
RENTAL BOD
Mighty Thomas Carnival (Dell Diamond)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
RENTAL Directors Staff | Nile BHST Stated LOS
RENTAL Parsons Lodge | Meeting
Carnival I Carnival
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Potentates
LOS RENTAL Ball
Mighty Thomas Carnival (Pinballz Buda)
29 30 31
Carnival RENTAL

BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR
LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE.
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April 2026

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
LOH Motley Brue
RENTAL
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
RENTAL Texana 123 RENTAL Parsons RENTAL LOS Burnet
Easter BHS Closed Motorized Provost Parade
Units Guard RENTAL
BHS Board SDA (LA)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Movie Night Mini B NILE BHST Stated Casino Night
HLSC Parsons
RENTAL
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
RENTAL TRAVIS COUNTY EARLY VOTING
Directors Georgetown
Staff Parade
RENTAL RENTAL
26 27 28 29 30
TRAVIS COUNTY EARLY VOTING
RENTAL

BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR
LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE.
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CLOWNS

Attention All Shriners,

I am on the lookout for anyone who likes making children and adults smile. If this is not
you, please disregard. If it is your cup of tea please feel free to reach out to me at a
meeting or call. The parades are already on the calendar and clowning by yourself is a
lonely job. I may be changing my name from Macaroni to Sad 'N Lonely. You sure don't
need any matching clothes or big routine to be a walking clown. Just the ability to talk
to kids and occasionally run after a scared adult (as long as they aren't bigger than
you.) After all, we DO get the street all to ourselves. Everyone loves and takes pictures
of a Shriner Clown. You have no idea what you are missing.

Making People Laugh (and cry) Since My Mother Was Told I was On The Way,

Macaroni

MEMORANDUM

TO: Association Presidents and Secretaries; Temple Potentates, Recorders, and Attorneys;
Club and Unit Presidents and Secretaries

FROM: John C. Piland, Executive Vice President

DATE: November 3, 2025

Wearing of Helmets in Shrine Competitions

General Order No. 1, Series 2025-2026, became effective October 1, 2025. One of the changes
in this General Order, found on page 24, states: “"Contestants in Shrine hosted motorized
vehicle competitions must wear a DOT approved helmet when operating a motorized vehicle in
ALL competition events.” View the relevant provision of the Shriners International Protocol.

Therefore, competition leaders at the Association level need to be sure there is full compliance
with this order. Temple Potentates need to be sure that their motorized unit participants know
to bring approved helmets to competition events.

Please note this provision of the General Order does not require participants in Shrine or civic
parades to wear helmets.

As it relates to the issue of wearing helmets in parades, if required by law, they must be worn.
If not required by law, the temple Potentate, in his discretion, may require his Nobility to wear
helmets, pursuant to the issuance of an order made pursuant to the provisions of §327.1(h) of
the bylaws of Shriners International. The language governing the wearing of helmets in parades
is found in Shriners Protocol Book, September 2025 on page 5, set forth in full below.

“Shrine Parade Regulations.”

“6. Safety laws. Motorcycles, scooters, and other motorized vehicles shall obey local laws
Regarding speed, prudent operation, and the use of hard helmets. In states where helmets are
not required, the temple potentate may direct helmet use for safety reasons instead of fezzes.”

Please be sure that participants in Shrine competitions wear approved helmets when
competing. Thank you for making sure Shrine competitions remain fun and safe.


https://click.e.shrinersinternational.org/?qs=1e7dc29238a672b42f79944c287527ae3566246ed8f9844d1f13ca430521e04313660eaae800d13d9e7486cc486bb49c3277c125657e981f
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The Transylvanian Onion Calendar

Every winter in the mountain village where | grew up, families took part in the calendarul cu ceapa, the
onion calendar. This ritual is older than the ringing church bells and the ancient oak tree whose roots
have cracked the village square for centuries. Maybe even as old as some of our Past Potentates.

The tradition is simple, at least on the surface. On New Year’s Eve, the night before Saint Vasile (January
1st), each family slices a large onion into twelve petals, one for each month of the coming year. They
sprinkle a pinch of salt into each petal and lay them out on a wooden board overnight. By morning, the
salt will have either drawn out moisture or stayed dry. A wet petal predicts a rainy month; a dry one
means drought. Some families add herbs or slip in tiny scraps of paper with wishes, but the onion’s
message is always about the weather.

My grandmother, the high priestess of tradition in our family, took the onion calendar seriously. She’d
been making it for more years than she cared to say, and swore its predictions were more reliable than
anything on TV. Most villagers agreed. If the calendar said April would be wet, people postponed
weddings. If August looked dry, shepherds changed their grazing routes.

But this year, something unusual happened. Naturally, or | wouldn’t be writing about it in this story.

Another custom is to party all night and greet the new year with homemade moonshine. Most people

sneak a nap, as long as they’re awake ~[[EEREREE B T TV A
at dawn. Even the state TV channel ‘ ’ ! ’
aired pre-recorded music and jokes,
blissfully free of propaganda, at least
for that one night.

One New Year’s morning, Grandpa
overdid his toasting, got drunk and
knocked over the wooden board. Onion
petals scattered across the floor, and
nobody could tell which petal
represented which month. Grandma
was furious. She redid the whole thing the next evening. To her surprise, the predictions turned out just
as accurate as ever.

So don’t be too quick to plan your wedding or grazing route around salted onion petals. But if you do,
consider pinning them down with thumbtacks, like my grandmother started doing after that year.

Happy New Year!
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BEN HUR LIVING PAST POTENTATES

1991
1995
1997
2002
2004
2005
2007
2008
2009
2011
2012
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

Boyce Freitag
Gene Freudenberg
Ronald Harrison
Ronnie Lee

Ronnie Jackson
Silas Powell, Jr.
Robert “Fred” Park, Jr
Charles Farnham
James Smith (PIP)
Michael Ford
Edward Whitmore
Thomas Hauss
Edward Bromstad
Earl Robertson
Brad Cole
Gregory Rye
Romeo Denghel
Romeo Denghel
Dennis Motley
Chuck ‘Fester’ Jones
James Heineman

ASSOCIATED

Eddie Daffern (Khiva)
George Auer (El Kalah)
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CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB

Brian & Carol Vance 12/36
Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35
Steve & Pat Koehn 03/35
Aggie & George Auer PP 02/30
David & Juanell Yeager 02/30

In Memory of Joyce & Donna King 08/29
In memory of James McConnell PP 03/29

Ron & Debbie Speaks 03/29
Ron & Jamie Dewees 03/29
In memory of Gus Carlson 02/29
Fred & Traci Maynard 01/28
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/28
Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 09/27
In memory of Gail Carruth 09/27
Charles & Emily Maddox 07/27
In memory of Byron Betncourt 04/27
In memory of Stan Anderson 03/27
Kay & Ron Harrison PP 02/27
Pat & Wanda McDavid 02/27
The Count, Lady Denghel

And Girlfriend Margaret 09/26
Billy D & Alice Edmondson 08/26
In Memory of Don Lee 07/26
In Memory of Loren Orme P.P. 05/26
Glenn & Gwenn Goulet 05/26
Boyce and Jody Freitag 04/26
Bob Newlander 04/26
Jesse & Sharen Soliz 03/26

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? Remember to check the date following your
name. Next edition will drop all dates to 03 /26! Send in the form below TODAY with your
$25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member.

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER
Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $
[ ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year
[ ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year
[ ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year

NAME(S):

Mail to the Temple Secretary.
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ED WEEREN
INSURANCE AGENCY

Professional Insurance

BROWN, LACALLADE & LANGE, P.C.

CHARLES L. LACALLADE

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Service Since 1899

425 RR 2900 TEL (325) 388-7100 (51 2) 454'52 66

PO. Box 1956 FAx (830) 265-6007
KINGSLAND, TEXAS 78639 CHUCKLACALLADE@BLANDLLAW.COM

BLACK CAMEL REPORT

WILLIAM A HOOVER, JR 11/3/2025
CARL W COLE 11/5/2025

Texana Masc;nic Lodge No. 123
Meets First Monday of Each Month CAPT. JOSEPH N DEICH 11/18/2025
at the Ben Hur Shrine Center
VERNON D BARNES 11/21/2025

Eat at 6:30 p.m.; Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

JAMES R ROBINSON II 11/26/2025

Brenda W. Scholin,

REALTOR®, CRS, GRI, SRES

World Class...Worldwide Laura’s Smiles Quilts

'C512-731-6627
Crafted by Laura Holst

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts

kw

KELLERWILLIAMS.

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392

ﬂEYORR ALTY

Each Keller Williams Office is independently Owned and Operated
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CENTRAL LOCK & KEY

PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITH SERVICES

e AUTOMOTIVE
e RESIDENTIAL
e COMMERCIAL

(512) 335-0190

PROUDLY SERVING AUSTIN SINCE 1988

IMPORTANT NOTICE

IFF YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES, PLLEASK
CALL THE TEMPLE AND LET US KNOW. WK
WILL UPDATE YOUR INFO IN THE
DATABASEK. THE POST OFFICE CHARGES
US 74¢ FOR EACH INCORRECT ADDRESS.

If you wish to make a donation directly to our Shriners Childrens in Texas, here is the
address. Make your check payable to Shriners Hospitals for Children—Texas

Shriners Hospitals for Children
Donation Department
815 Market Street
Galveston, Texas 77550



Ben Hur Shriners
7811 Rockwood Lane

TIME DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

NON PROFIT ORG.

Austin, TX 78757 U.S.P%sgage
(512) 480-0812 Permit 1165

Austin, Texas

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH

3/1
Gregory A Murrow
Michael E Sanders

3/2
James R Smith P.I.P
Joshua E Hood
James C Funderburgh
3/4
Terry G Spencer
Mac L Cutler

3/5

Vernon L Bracewell Jr.

David L Hornbeck

3/6
Keith W Caron

3/7
Jimmy S Weatherly
Russell E Sellers
Doyle E Hobbs Jr.

3/9
Laymon D Stewart
3/10
Charles E Ericson
Gergory P Rye P.P.

3/11
Kenneth R Kolchier
3/12
Harold R Towslee

3/13
Ferril C Smith MD
Mark A Watkins

3/15
Kenneth J Aune

3/16
Bernard R Casey

3/17
Charles L Lacallade

3/18
Tory B Bond
Rafael Renteria

3/19
James M King
Larry G Spence
Fred H Heidemann

3/20
Russell M Hur
Johnny S Turner

3/22
Jesus O Trevino

3/24
Stanley A Penner
Juan Amaya Jr.

3/26
George H Lester Jr.
Bradley C Cole P.P.

3/27
Donald R Walker

3/28
Richard L Garrett

3/31
Francisco Reyes




