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It’s that time.  the ben hur fun group is headed to 

the 2023 potentates cruise. 7 night visit to the 

western Caribbean.  This is the way—to fun. 
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BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

CHUCK ’FESTER’ JONES 

2023 POTENTATE 
fatboyfab1955@gmail.com    512-797-0718 

 

JAMES HEINEMAN………...CHIEF RABBAN 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com       281-923-5890 

  JAMES MCCONNELL…....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 jemcconnel@gmail.com       512-750-5242 
 

CHARLES MADDOX..HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 charlesemaddox@gmail.com    512-567-6744 
 

   FRED MAYNARD….…..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 Fred.maynard@att.net     512-422-0452 
 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Committee 

Brenda Scholin, Lana Stone, Mac & Laura Cutler, 

Russell Jones, Nick Jones, Jim & Debbie Kinley, 

Dave Harnden, Doris “Cat” Davis, Romeo “The 

Count” & Holly Denghel, Craig Reiswig, Mike 

Sanders, Richard Alonso, Abram Wallace, Recardo 

Avila, Russell Hur , Sean Williams, Ernest Owney, 

Shelby Reiswig. 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Chuck Jones Potentate, Chief Rabban James 

Heineman, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Sean Williams 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 Charles Maddox 

Parade Marshal 

 Ricky Hayes 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ricardo ‘Doce’ Avila 

Public Relations 

 Robert Darrell 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Vance Brown 

Social Media 

 Laura Holst / Robert Darrell 

Membership Chairman 

 David Hoke 
APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Chief of Staff 

 Charlie Farnham, PP 

Office Manager 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Nate Stilwell 

Colonel of Units 

 Charlie Farnham, PP 

Donor Relations 

 Charles Maddox, High Priest & Prophet 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Mike Sanders 

Fund Raising Chairman 

 Sean Williams 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - David Harnden 

Outer Guard -  Raul Scully 

1st Ceremonial Master—Russell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - Ricky Hayes 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban— Sean Williams 

Marshal - Gerry Garcia 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Oct 19 

2023. YOUR 2023 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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Potentates message—fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 

Howdy Nobles and Ladies, 

      

I hope everyone is doing well. Our Temple has been dark for the 

summer, but Pam and I have still been busy. We have had several 

ladies group events, parades and unit events. The Johnson City 

Parade was fun as usual, but it was a hot day. Several of us were 

able to meet after at the Pecan Street Brewery for some cool 

beverages and good food. It’s nice with our Shrine shirts on and 

folks ask us about our group.  

 

The next parade in August was the Fredericksburg parade. This is always a huge and 

fun parade. We were joined by Al Amin Shriners Victoria Shrine Club with their Lizzies 

cars and a big golf cart with banners on it. Alzafar Shrine also had an entry. This is 

always a Friday parade and everyone in the area comes out. It’s the only parade that 

doubles back on itself so we can see the parade while in it. Tractor groups, football 

teams, farm equipment. One of my favorites.  

After the parade the Ben Hur Travel Club hosted some of us at their campout in 

Stonewall, Tx. Thanks to Noble Ricky Hayes for pulling our parade float. Great food 

and fellowship. 

  

On September 1st Pam and I along with James and Janet Heineman and several 

Highland Lakes Shrine Club attended Noble Herb Parson’s 101 Birthday Party in Marble 

Falls. This is the third year in a row we have celebrated with Herb. Herb is a member 

of Ballut Abyad Shriners out of Albuquerque, New Mexico. Herb is always glad to see 

us and invites everyone back next year. Rock on Herb ! 

 

Our very own Highland Lakes Shrine Club was shaking the bucket in Marble Falls for 

our Children’s Hospitals. Thank y’all for all you do. 

 

Ben Hur Family Day on September 17th was a huge success. Over 200 folks stopped 

by and enjoyed the event. Shriner/Masons, families and friends stopped by and 

enjoyed the hospitality, food and beverages. The bounce house and dunk tank were a 

hit, and the kiddos were having a great time. There were many that were not in our 

fraternity but were asking questions about what we did. It’s always great to tell folks 

our story and what we do. Granddaughter Alyssa raised donations for our hospitals for 

her trip to Shriners Hospitals Golf Classic in Las Vegas. Alyssa is representing 

Shreveport Hospital and will be a Standard bearer during the Classic. There are several 

Patient Ambassadors attending the event representing our hospitals. She has almost 

reached her goal of 5,000 dollars for our hospitals. Thanks to everyone. 

 

 

(Continued Next Page) 
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Potentates message— (Continued) 

Thanks to Marco Pizana, WM of Live Oak Lodge for donating his DJ service. Also, Erika 

and Sam Taylor for the face painting and balloons. It was great having Past Grand 

Master RW Brad Billings and his family attending. He was hit in the dunk tank. 

Everyone wanted a chance to dunk him. Pam and I both spent some time in the tank 

as well as others. Overall, this was a great event. Thanks to all who worked hard to 

make it a success.  

 

Pam and I are looking forward to getting back to our stated meetings and parades the 
rest of the year. Please attend the Murder Mystery dinner coming up on the 21st of 
October. I love Lucy theme and it will be a bunch of fun. Our Toy dance will be on 
December 9th, so start shopping for toys. 
  
We are happy things are cooling off and getting closer to the holidays. Pam and I wish 
everyone well and God Bless our Nobles, Ladies, children, and Hospitals, See y’all soon.  
 
Stay BEN HUR PROUD.  
Chuck “Fester” Jones  
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Chief Rabban - heinemanja@yahoo.com 

Hello All, 

 
September is here and we are back to having meeting for the last few 

months of this year, man has it flown by! 

 
We had 2 parades in August, the Johnson City and Fredericksburg 

parades. They both had a great public turnout, despite the heat and 

they really like to see the Shriners there. We always get cheered on. 

 
This month started off with the Highland Shrine Club meeting. There was a good 

turnout with around 22 people in attendance, including our own Past Imperial 

Potentate, Imperial Sir Jim Smith, and his lady Alice. We also had Ill. Sir Ed Whitmore 

and his lady Margo and Ill. Sir Greg Rye and his lady Vinna. Rich Carpenter and his lady 

Carol were not able to make it. Rich had his gallbladder removed and is recouping. 

Please keep them in your prayers. 

 
The Travel Club had their first rally after the summer break in Stonewall. We had a 

decent turnout, good food and a fun time. I believe Romeo only won 1 of the games 

that weekend, and he was happy with that. We have changed our bylaws and opened 

the rallies to everyone, so come out any time and have fun with the group, especially if 

you have an RV and need to start using it. 

 
This month, Ill. Sir Chuck has planned a Family Day with a dunk tank, bounce house 

and food. It will be a fun day. You get to dunk the Potentate and possibly the Jr. Past 

Grand Master, R.W. Brad Billings, along with some of the Divan members. 

 
For those going on the Potentate’s Cruise, the time is getting close. Janet and I are 

biting at the bit to board the ship and have some fun as well as down time to relax. 

 
After we get back from the cruise, we have the Murder Mystery on October 21 with the 

theme of I Love Lucy. This is going to be a fun event and at $25/person, an inexpensive 

evening of fun, food and entertainment, so join us at the Shrine Center to have fun! 

 
Signing off for now,  

Ben Hur Proud!  

James Heineman 
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Assistand rabban - jemcconnel@gmail.com 

High Priest & Prophet - charlesemaddox@gmail.com 

Imperial Sir, Illustrious Sirs, and Nobles all, the summer officially 
ended, and now we are in the fall months as we careen towards the 
end of the calendar year. 
  
No doubt you will read from my fellow Divan members about the fun 
we had at the Ben Hur Family Day. Alexandra woke from her nap and 
came out to jump in the bounce house, get her face painted, and 
receive a Longhorn balloon hat. She also tried popcorn for the first 
time, but she didn’t seem too impressed, yet. She absolutely loved the lemonade and 
could not get enough. 
  
Over the last month I had the pleasure of attending the York Rite Sovereign College 
Annual session in Providence, RI, and later at the Knights of York Cross of Honor 
Convent General in Oklahoma City. The trip to Oklahoma City was moving and somber. 
The attendees toured the Oklahoma City Bombing Memorial at night. It was quiet and 
still as we toured the memorial, building on the site of the former Murrah Federal Office 
Building. The fence is adorned with unclaimed personal effects and also flowers for the 
honored dead. There is a chair for each person who died that day in 1995 arranged in a 
row by the floor they worked on. I was 10 years old when the terrorist attack 
happened. 
  
Finally, I was pleasantly surprised when I received a letter from Imperial Potentate Ed 
Stoltz appointing me to the Imperial Outer Guard Aides Committee. I was not expecting 
that letter, and am honored to even be considered for such an appointment. Like all my 
endeavors of service within the Shrine, and Masonry in general, I pray to be equal to 
the task and able to serve with honor.  
 
Fraternally, 
Charles E. Maddox, HPP 
Ben Hur Shriners 
512-567-6744 
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Oriental guide - fred.maynard@att.net 

Hello Nobles & Ladies, 

Fall is finally here!! The temperatures are finally coming down.  We 

are excited and looking forward to our monthly meetings. 

We have continued to represent Ben Hur Shrine during these 100* 

days. I was able to attend the Johnson City Parade, man was it hot 

out there.  Lady Traci attended the Fredericksburg Parade; she 

enjoyed some time afterward with the Travel Club at the Peach 

Country RV Park. Ben Hur Legion of Honor was pleased to present the Colors at a dove 

hunt & luncheon honoring the Paralyzed American Veterans in Buda. We were able to 

shake the bucket with the Highland Lakes Shrine Club at the Marble Falls Market Days.  

Thank you to everyone who came out to represent Ben Hur Shrine, support the HLSC, 

and raise money for Shriners Childrens.   

Looking forward…. We will be attending the Military Ball hosted by the Al Amin Legion 
of Honor on September 23rd in Pharr, TX.  We’re looking forward to a fun night of 
dinner and dancing. Also, the Texas Association Legions of Honor will host their fall 
picnic social in Round Rock on September 30th. We will be on the cruise with Illustrious 
Sir Jones & Lady Pam in October for a little rest & relaxation.  

LOH Color Presentation Fredericksburg Parade Party 

HLSC Shake the Bucket Travel Club social at Peach Country RV Park 
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Fredericksburg parade  
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Ben hur family day fun 



Oct 2023 10 

 
Ben hur family day fun 



Oct 2023 11 

Ben hur family day fun 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

October 2023 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
 
Sons of 
Herman 

2 
 
Nile Dancers 
 
Texana 123 

3 
 
RENTAL 

4 
 
LOH 
 
Rental 

5 6 
 
Launch Pad 
Club 

7 
 
Carboys 

8 9 
 
 
 
BHST 
CLOSED 

10 
 
 
 
RENTAL 

11 12 
 
 
 
Provost Guard 
 
HLSC 

13 
 
 
 
 
LOS 
 

14 
 
 
 
Pflugerville 
Deutschen 
Pfest 

15 
 
Potentates 
Cruise Rtn 
 
RENTAL 
Pending 

16 17 
 
Directors 
Staff 
Provost 
RENTAL 

18 
 
Nile 

19 
 
BHS Stated 
 
Clowns 
 
Transporters 

20 21 

22 23 24 
 
 
 
 
RENTAL 

25 26 27 28 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 31 
 
 
 
RENTAL 

    

POTENTATES CRUISE 

MURDER MYSTERY 

TRAVIS COUNTY EARLY VOTING 

BHST TRAVEL CLUB 

TRAVIS COUNTY EARLY VOTING 

LOS 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

 

November 2023 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
 
 
 
LOH 

2 3 
 
 
 
Launch Pad 
Shake the 
Bucket 

4 
 
 
 
Carboys 

5 
 
 
 
Sons of 
Hermann 

6 
 
 
 
Texana 123 

7 
 
 
 
RENTAL 

8 
 
RENTAL 
 
Trailblazers 

9 
 
Provost 
Guard 
 
HLSC 

10 

 
 
 

 
LOS 
 
BHST 
CLOSED 

11 
 
 
 
Veterans 
Parade 

12 13 14 
 
Charioteers 
 
Mini Bs 
 
RENTAL 

15 
 
NILE 

16 
 
BHST 
 
Clowns 
 
Transporters 

17 
 
RENTAL 

18 
 
RENTAL 

19 
 
RENTAL 

20 21 
 
Directors 
Staff 
 
Provost 

22 23 24 25 

26 
 
RENTAL 

27 28 
 
RENTAL 

29 
 
Unit Head 
Mtg 

30   

TRAVIS COUNTY EARLY VOTING 

TRAVIS COUNTY EARLY VOTING VOTING NILE Fundraiser 

NILE Fundraiser 
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IMPERIAL ENDOWMENTS 

PER CAPITA LIFE $1500 

LIFE HOSPITAL ASSEMENT $150 

BEN HUR DUES ENDOWMENT 

AGE UNDER 65 $1900 

AGE OVER 65 $950 

Endowment schedule for 2024. You can purchase all three, or one at a time. 

This is a great way to insure your dues are always current. Not to mention 

ignoring future increases. 

 

Carboys  

Potentate photo bombs the Carboy Brew Meeting. 
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history 



Oct 2023 16 
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Would you like to pay your Dues or Donate without calling Laura? Well, all you have to 

do is open the Ben Hur Web Page, benhurshrine.org and select the tab Dues / 

Donations 

 

 

This will bring up the following screen. Just click  

 

The next step is to decide if you are paying your Dues or Donating to some event. 

  

 

If paying your dues, put the dues year you are paying for in the memo slot. If a 

donation, put the event you are paying for. 

 

 

After telling the computer you are not a Robot, the screen will ask you to authorize the 
payment. If you want to, just hit enter and you are complete. 



Oct 2023 18 

srekoj 

Dear Fellow SREKOJ 
 

As you know, the Oatmeal Festival is at the end of this month. 
Please feel free to join me in the festivities as it is a fairly short parade. 
But there are lots of little ones, as well as wise ones, who would love to 

see clowns. Please join the Temple and join us. 
 

Macaroni 
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Ben hur living past potentates 

1991 Boyce Freitag 
1995 Gene Freudenberg 
1997 Ronald Harrison 
2000 Loren Orme 
2001 John E Waggoner, Jr 
2002 Ronnie Lee 
2004 Ronnie Jackson 
2005 Silas Powell, Jr. 
2007 Robert “Fred” Park, Jr 
2008 Charles Farnham 
2009 James Smith (PIP) 
2011 Michael Ford 
2012 Edward Whitmore 
2014 Thomas Hauss 
2015 Edward Bromstad 
2016 Earl Robertson 
2017 Brad Cole 
2018 Gregory Rye 
2020 Romeo Denghel 
2021 Romeo Denghel  
2022 Dennis Motley 

           ASSOCIATED 
 —————————————————————-- 

1991 Eddie Daffern (Khiva) 
1995 George Auer (El Kalah) 
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CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? 

Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will drop all dates to 11/23 ! 

Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Charles & Emily Maddox 07/27 
Charlie & Betty Farnham 02/26 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
In Memory of Vernon Milton 11/25 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/25 
Jim & Donna King 08/25 
Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 09/25 
In memory of Gail Carruth 09/25 
Jack O Neal 08/25 
In memory of Robert L. Ligon PP 04/25 
In memory of Byron Betncourt 03/25 
Al & Ellie Blaschke 02/25 
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/25 
Doris Grabo 12/24 
Aggie & George Auer, PP 08/24 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/24 
‘The Count’ and Lady Denghel 07/24  
Chuck “Fester” & Pam Jones 06/24 
In Memory of Betty Anderson 06/24 
Stan Anderson 06/24 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/24 
Lenny and Lidia Bronik 05/24 
Bob Newlander 05/24 
John Casey 
In Memory of Judy Casey 04/24 
Boyce and Jody Freitag 04/24 
Margaret Shaffer 03/24 
Ricky Hayes & Angie Shaffer 03/24 
Tom & Judy Schneider 02/24 
Forest & Doris Cruse 02/24 

Cahrles Campbell 02/24 
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24 
Brenda Willis Scholin 12/23 
Craig & Marlene Clark 11/23 
Prairie Lea Lodge #114 11/23 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 11/23 
Herb & Shirley Canada 11/23 
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP 10/23 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 10/23 
 



Oct 2023 21 

 

BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       

 
 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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If you wish to make a donation directly to our Shriners Childrens in Texas, here is the 

address. Make your check payable to Shriners Hospitals for Children—Texas 

Shriners Hospitals for Children 

Donation Department 

815 Market Street 

Galveston, Texas  77550 

Important notice 

If your address changes, please 

call the temple and let us know. We 

will update your info in the 

database. The post office charges 

us 74¢ for each incorrect address. 
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Legion of honor 

Must be goofing off this month 



Ben Hur Shriners 

7811 Rockwood  Lane 

Austin, TX  78757 

(512) 480-0812 

 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit 1120 
Austin, Texas 

TIME DATED MATERIAL 

DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER 

 10/1 

Ed P. Whitmore Sr. PP 

Albert J Stowell 

Stanford C Todd 
 
 10/2 

Henry E Shoenfelt, II 

Robin B Shannon 

 

 10/3 

William E Knox 

Michael E Dosier 

Gerald A Beathard, Jr 

Ricardo Avila Jr. 

Brian M Keehan 
 
 10/4 

Forest M Cruse, Sr. 

Kervin W Warnken 

William E Davenport III 
 

 10/5 

Danny K Bell 
 

 10/6 

Gail F Duncan 

Marcus J Flake 
 

  

 

   

 10/17 

Conrad J Levenduski 

Nathan W Stilwell 
 
 10/19 

Jason M Castlebury 

Clint P Chapman 
 
 10/20 

Jeffrey W Moss 

Boyce J Freitag 

 

 10/22 

Elvin J Pederson 

 

 10/24 

James W French  P.E. 

Ronald L Agnew 

 

 10/26 

Sam E Stimson, PhD 

Billy E Henline II 

 

 10/27 

Michael V Von Ohlen 

Spiridon C Pagiatakis 

 

  

  

 10/7 

Bobby J Tiner 

John H Schlueter II 

 

 10/8 

Charles W Pickering 

 

 10/11 

Don R Long 
 
 10/12 

Greg L Roland 

Robert M Mallett 

Marvin G Gammage 

Blair D Hibbert 

Christopher N Braziel 

 

 10/13 

Ronnie H Lee  PP 

 

 10/15 

Sean Williams 

 

 10/16 

Maxie E Brune Jr. 

Christopher D Garner 

James R Darrell 

    

 10/28 

Candido M Berrios 

Fred B Funderburgh 

Fermin Ortiz 

 

 10/29 

J. R. Ferreri 

Shawn E Moore 

 

 10/30 

Richard D Carpenter 

Joe E Smith 

Oliver s Kitzman, Jr. 

 

 10/31 

Albert A Taub 

James A Falwell 

John D Alderson 

 

   

  

 

   


