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BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

CHUCK ’FESTER’ JONES 

2023 POTENTATE 
fatboyfab1955@gmail.com    512-797-0718 

 

JAMES HEINEMAN………...CHIEF RABBAN 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com       281-923-5890 

  JAMES MCCONNELL…....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 jemcconnel@gmail.com       512-750-5242 
 

CHARLES MADDOX..HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 charlesemaddox@gmail.com    512-567-6744 
 

   FRED MAYNARD….…..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 Fred.maynard@att.net     512-422-0452 
 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Committee 

Brenda Scholin, Lana Stone, Mac & Laura Cutler, 

Russell Jones, Nick Jones, Jim & Debbie Kinley, 

Dave Harnden, Doris “Cat” Davis, Romeo “The 

Count” & Holly Denghel, Craig Reiswig, Mike 

Sanders, Richard Alonso, Abram Wallace, Recardo 

Avila, Russell Hur , Sean Williams, Ernest Owney, 

Shelby Reiswig. 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Chuck Jones Potentate, Chief Rabban James 

Heineman, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Sean Williams 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 Charles Maddox 

Parade Marshal 

 Ricky Hayes 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ricardo ‘Doce’ Avila 

Public Relations 

 Robert Darrell 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Vance Brown 

Social Media 

 Laura Holst / Robert Darrell 

Membership Chairman 

 David Hoke 
APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Chief of Staff 

 Charlie Farnham, PP 

Administrative Assistant for Office 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Nate Stilwell 

Colonel of Units 

 Charlie Farnham, PP 

Donor Relations 

 Charles Maddox, High Priest & Prophet 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Mike Sanders 

Fund Raising Chairman 

 Sean Williams 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - David Harnden 

Outer Guard -  Raul Scully 

1st Ceremonial Master—Russell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - Ricky Hayes 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban— Sean Williams 

Marshal - Gerry Garcia 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Jan 19, 

2023. YOUR 2023 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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Potentates message—fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 

Howdy Nobles and Ladies, 
 
     I hope this finds everyone healthy and happy. Pam and I enjoyed 
the holidays and are looking forward to a great year for all.  
 
     Pam and I want to thank everyone that made the installation 
great. Ill.Sir Romeo, Lady Holly and all of the entertainment 
committee worked together to make it grand. Chef Ernest and his 
crew made some good gumbo I did not get a count of how many 
there were, but there were 115 folks that RSVPed. The LOS and Nile ladies were there 
in support and we had some great dessert. Thanks Ladies. It was great having 
everyone together. I want to congratulate the 2023 Divan, unit and club officers and 
our Oriental Guide Fred Maynard and Lady Traci. 
  
     In January we all attended the Divan retreat. It is a weekend planning meeting and 
also a team building session that helps the Divan plan and work in the same direction. 
It also allows the newest member and lady to get comfortable with working together 
with everyone. Fred and Traci have some great ideas and are ready to work on them. 
The Divan ladies had their meeting also and have some cool ideas. You have a good 
team this year and I’m proud of them all.  
 
     I had the honor to install the Highland Lakes Shrine Club Officers. That club is doing 
great and is about to outgrow their meeting room at the restaurant. It’s always a 
pleasure to visit those Nobles and Ladies.  
 
     We are all planning on attending other Shrine events starting with Moslah Shrine 
Ball along with several others. It’s always an honor to visit other Shrines and represent 
Ben Hur. Pam and I have many friends/counterparts from our other Texas Shrines and 
have all moved up the ladder together. We always feel welcome when visiting them.  
 
     We will have some Ben Hur events in the future and encourage everyone to attend. 
We are a social group so we need to be social. Ben Hur Temple belongs to you, the 
nobles. The Divan is here as a governing board to assist you in enjoying your temple, 
having fun and keeping our temple operating. Our door is always open and phones are 
always on. If you have an idea, share it. Sean Williams is our fundraising chair and 
David Hoke is membership chair. Sean is also Masonic Relations and has great ideas. 
Robert Darrell is looking at our social media and marketing. These nobles are here to 
look at new things and welcome your ideas. They will need some help so give them a 
hand. This is your temple, so become an important part ! 
 
     Valentine's Day is very soon so please don’t forget to take care of your honey. It is 
well worth the investment and will help you survive until next year. Pam and I hope the 
best for everyone and hope to see you all soon. God Bless everyone and stay Ben Hur 
Proud.  
 
Chuck “Fester” Jones 
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Chief Rabban - heinemanja@yahoo.com 

Hello All, 

 
The new Shriner year has started. It has been a busy, but fun 

and satisfying ride as a member of the Divan. Janet and I will try to be 

available for whatever may come up and to attend as many Shriner 

events in Texas as well as clubs, units, and Lodge events as we are 

able to. It would be great if all our Nobles would get active and support Ben Hur, the 

clubs, and units as well as their Lodges they belong to! This is how our organizations 

prosper, Participation. Participation is the key to our growth. Imperial Sir Jim Smith 

also pointed out another key, that is communication, which the Divan is aware of and 

has a duty to and will execute. 

 
I hope all who made the Installation had a good time. It has been a while since 

we had a party after an installation, and I believe it was well received and attended. 

Thank you to Imperial Sir Jim Smith and Illustrious Sir Charlie Farnham for running the 

Installation. Welcome to our new Oriental Guide Fred Maynard and his Lady, Traci, 

may your ride begin and end with fun and satisfaction that you helped Ben Hur move 

forward. 

 
We started this year with a week-end retreat to see how we want to move 

forward and get everyone on board with our Potentate’s vision of how to make our 

Shrine better and to form bonds with our Divan family. I think this was a successful 

weekend! 

 
I hope everyone had a Happy New Year and are looking forward to having more 

fun this year. Janet and I attended the Highland Lakes Shrine Club this month and had 

a great time. As always, they had a very good turnout. They continue to work with the 

community and are active with the Blue Lodge and OES Chapter. 

Participation keeps them growing. 

 
We are attending the Director’s Staff meeting this month to plan on moving 

forward. It will be a somber meeting knowing we lost a very good and hard-working 

member, Ken “Scooter” Wood. You are sorely missed, Noble Ken! 

 
Signing off for now,  

 
Ben Hur Proud! 
James Heineman 
Chief Rabban 
Email: heinemanja@yahoo.com 



Feb 2023 5 

Assistant rabban - jemcconnel@gmail.com 

High Priest & Prophet - charlesemaddox@gmail.com 

Nobles and Ladies 

 

Well the new year is off and running  

Thanks to all that attended the Installation of Officers, what a great 
turn-out and party.  

I will be working closely with AR James Heineman on fundraising for 
next year, we have some old favorites coming and hopefully some new stuff for every-
one to enjoy. 

I would also ask each of you to attend, and be an active part of your blue lodge. Please 
let me know when your lodge meets. I would like to make as many lodge meetings as I 
can this year. Remember all Shriners started in lodge. 

Remember that the Shrine was formed for FUN and Fellowship! 

Fraternally 

Jim McConnell 

Assistant Rabban 

On my way to 

Grand Lodge. 

Maybe next 

month. 
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Oriental guide - fred.maynard@gmail.com 

Greeting Nobles and Ladies, 

Welcome to February.  I want to first start off by congratulating 

Illustrious Sir Chuck Jones and Lady Pam on his installation as 

Potentate of Ben Hur Shrine, I know that they have worked many long hours over the 

past four years to reach this goal.  I commend them on a well-done installation 

ceremony and celebration.  It was wonderful to see so many Nobles participating in the 

installation this year. 

Life as the Oriental Guide is off to a running start.  Lady Traci & I attended the Divan 

Retreat in Kerrville.  We will also be attending Divan mid-winter and Texas Association 

Legions of Honor mid-winter this month.  We are very excited about these opportunities 

and look forward to serving the Nobles of Ben Hur in the coming years. 

One last thought that has been on my mind and I want to share with you. The heart of 

the Shrine is its units and clubs.  If you are a new Shriner and you are wondering how 

or where to get plugged into the Shrine, find a unit or club and become active. This is 

the place where you will start to make those friendships that will make your Shrine 

journey fun and memorable.  There are many units and clubs to choose from depending 

on your interests.  If you don’t know what is available let me know and I will be glad to 

help you.  If you have an interest and you think that it might make a good unit or club, 

we can investigate to see if there is enough interest to get a new unit started.   

I hope that everyone has a great month, and don’t forget your Valentine on February 

14th. 

Fraternally, 
Fred Maynard 
Oriental Guide 



Feb 2023                              7 



Feb 2023 8 

 history 

BEN HUR PATROL AND BAND 

VISIT SMITHVILLE 

  

Eighty-four Shriners of Ben Hur Temple, including the Ben Hur Band and Patrol, 
visited Smithville Saturday, making the trip by special train, to take part in the Parent-
Teachers Association carnival sponsored by the Smithville Shrine Club.  The Austin 
delegation headed by H. H. Taylor, potentate of Ben Hur Temple, the visit to Smithville 
being made to aid the Shrine club there in its part to make the carnival a success.  The 
band and the patrol took part in a big parade during the afternoon and at 5:30 o’clock 
the Shriners were guests at a barbecue.  The special train returned to Austin at 9:15 
p.m. Saturday, having left here Saturday morning at 7:45 o’clock. 

  
On the way to Smithville Saturday morning the Shriner special made twenty-

minute stops at Bastrop and Elgin.  At each of these places a concert was given by the 
band, and Shriners on the special were served cigars and refreshments by Masons who 
appeared at the depots to greet the delegation. 

  
The returning Shriners reported that their trip to Smithville was a big success, 

and that the Smithville carnival was a big affair. 
  
The above article was reported in the Austin/American Statesman on April 8, 1923. 
  
Gene Freudenberg PP/Historian 

MY FEZCARD VIEWER & WEBFEZ QR SCANNING  

For the year 2023, how does a Noble demonstrate that he is current in his dues?  

The primary method is scanning the QR code located on the new My FezCard Viewer, 

available through the Google App Store or the Apple iStore. If the Noble’s My FezCard 

Viewer presents a gold-colored digital card, his 2023 dues are not posted in WebFez – 

the card for those who are paid through 2023 will be black in color.  

The secondary option for Nobles who don’t have a smartphone, or who have a 

smartphone and are unwilling to download the Viewer, is to scan the QR code on the 

Noble’s existing gold-colored membership hard card. 

The third option is to enter the Shrine ID found on the existing gold-colored 

membership hard card into WebFez QR Scanning Module  

The fourth option, (for 2023) is for a Noble to download a copy (or take a screenshot) 

of his digital card from WebFez or ShrinersInternational.org member center. 

Presenting a photo on his device of his 2023 digital black membership card indicates 

that the Noble is current in his dues  
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Installation 2023 
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charioteers 

Looking for reporter 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

February 2023 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

LOH 

RENTAL 

2 3 

RENTAL 

4 

Carboys 

Memorial 

5 

Sons of 

Herman 

BHTC 

6 

Texana 123 

7 

Rental 

8 

Trailblazers 

9 

 

HLSC 

Provost 

Guard 

10 

 

LOS 

11 

 

Demolay 

12 

Superbowl 

13 14 

Charioteers 

Mini B’s 

Rental 

15 

Nile 

16 

BHS Stated 

Clowns 

Transporters 

17 18 

SOOB 

19 

Rental 

20 

BHST Closed 

21 

 

Directors Staff 

Provost Shoot 

RENTAL 

22 23 24 

 

 

 
RENTAL 

25 

26 27 28 

RENTAL 

    

Divan Mid Winter 

Legion of Honor Midwinter 

BHST Travel Club 

TSDA MW 

TSDA MW 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

 

March 2023 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
 
Jokeras 
LOH 
RENTAL 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
RENTAL 

4 
 
 
 
Carboys 
LOS Murder 
Mystery 

5 
 
Sons of 
Herman 

6  
 
Texana 123 

7 
 
RENTAL 

8 
 
Trailblazers 

9 
 
HLSC 
 
Provost 
Guard 

10 
 
 
 
LOS 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
RENTAL 

13 14 
 
Charioteers 
 
Mini B’s 
 
RENTAL 

15 
 
Nile 

16 
 
BHS Stated 
 
Clowns 
 
Transporter 

17 18 
 
RENTAL 

19 
 
LOS 
Installation 
 
Cruise 
Meeting 

20 21 
RENTAL 
 
Directors  
Staff 
 
Provost  

22 23 24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
RENTAL 

26 
 
 
 
Ruh Neb 
Installation 

27 28 
 
RENTAL 

29 30 31  

SHRINE BASEBALL 

BHST Travel Club 

Provost Guard MW 

BHST TC 
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IMPERIAL ENDOWMENTS 

PER CAPITA LIFE $900 

LIFE HOSPITAL ASSEMENT $150 

BEN HUR DUES ENDOWMENT 

AGE UNDER 65 $1900 

AGE OVER 65 $950 

Endowment schedule for 2023. You can purchase all three, or one at a time. 

This is a great way to insure your dues are always current. Not to mention 

ignoring future increases. 

 

Newly installed Potentate visits HLSC to In-

stall the Clubs officers. 

hlsc 
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Feb 2023 16 

 

 
Lets go crusing 
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srekoj 

trailblazers 

Calling All SREKOJ 
 
If you are ready to have some fun in Galveston here’s your chance. The Mardi Gras 
parade is February 19, Sunday AM. I have sent out the email with 2sets of paper to fill 
out and send back to Ms. Martinez……. or to me. Sending it to me will ensure I get us a 
float. Apparently, everyone is on a float. Moody Gardens has a very cheap rate if you 
tell them, you are a Shriner. I believe $119 per night. I know of 4 of us attending so 
far. And you CAN bring a wife, hubby, whomever. Okey doke. Have fun.  
 
Grinningly 
  
Macaroni  

Looking for reporter 
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Ben hur living past potentates 

1989 Robert “Bob” Kelly 
1991 Boyce Freitag 
1995 Gene Freudenberg 
1997 Ronald Harrison 
2000 Loren Orme 
2001 John E Waggoner, Jr 
2002 Ronnie Lee 
2004 Ronnie Jackson 
2005 Silas Powell, Jr. 
2007 Robert “Fred” Park, Jr 
2008 Charles Farnham 
2009 James Smith (PIP) 
2010 Walter Sanders 
2011 Michael Ford 
2012 Edward Whitmore 
2014 Thomas Hauss 
2015 Edward Bromstad 
2016 Earl Robertson 
2017 Brad Cole 
2018 Gregory Rye 
2020 Romeo Denghel 
2021 Romeo Denghel  
2022 Dennis Motley 

           ASSOCIATED 
 —————————————————————-- 

1991 Eddie Daffern (Khiva) 
1995 George Auer (El Kalah) 
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Share this link with the members of your Lodge. 
subscribe to our District 50 email 

list. www.masonicdistrict50.org Click on the link on 
the webpage. 

or email your request to subscribe 
to communications@masonicdistrict50.org 

Timely Announcements 
New Mason app options! 

https://masonicdistrict50.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=739095312544c0cdf1681b85e&id=e285f5db82&e=1e6682868c
mailto:communications@masonicdistrict50.org
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CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? 

Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will drop all dates to 1/23 ! 

Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Charlie & Betty Farnham 02/26 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
In Memory of Vernon Milton 11/25 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/25 
Jim & Donna King 08/25 
Al & Ellie Blaschke 02/25 
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/25 
Doris Grabo 12/24 
Aggie & George Auer, PP 08/24 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/24 
‘The Count’ and Lady Denghel 07/24  
Chuck “Fester” & Pam Jones 06/24 
Bob Newlander 05/24 
John Casey 
In Memory of Judy Casey 04/24 
Forest & Doris Cruse 02/24 
Cahrles Campbell 02/24 
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24 
Brenda Willis Scholin 12/23 
Craig & Marlene Clark 11/23 
Prairie Lea Lodge #114 11/23 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 11/23 
Herb & Shirley Canada 11/23 
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP 10/23 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 10/23 
In Memory of Gail Carruth 09/23 
Gerald "Jerry" Carruth 09/23 
WILCO Shrine Club 08/23 
In memory of Don Lee 07/23 
James & Janet Heineman 07/23 

Imp. Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith 07/23 
Dottie Hughes & Alan Mulder 07/23 
In Memory of Betty Anderson 06/23 
Stan Anderson 06/23 
Ed & Ceverene Lackey 04/23 
In memory of Byron Betncourt 02/23 
Kathy & Randy Wimbish 02/23 
Heather & Rob Kelly, Jr 02/23 
Louise J Hein 02/23 
Tom & Judy Schneider 01/23 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       

 
Kenneth P Wood  12/30/2022 
Bennie L Hudson  12/21.2022 

Joe S Park  1/11/2023 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 

TEL (325) 388-7100 
FAX (830) 265-6007 
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If you wish to make a donation directly to our Shriners Childrens in Texas, here is the 

address. Make your check payable to Shriners Hospitals for Children—Texas 

Shriners Hospitals for Children 

Donation Department 

815 Market Street 

Galveston, Texas  77550 
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Legion of honor 

Nobels & Ladies, 

The Legion of Honor is heading into 2023 with a lot of energy and optimism.  We 

installed a new slate of officers this year and we are excited to see what the New Year 

will bring. 

Commander – Fred Maynard 

1st Lt. Commander – Eric Stewart 

2nd Lt. Commander – Ted Robertson 

Adjutant/Finance Officer – Eddie Daffern 

Chaplain – Don Walker 

Congratulations to the newly installed officers. 

We are preparing for the Texas Association Legions of Honor mid-winter color guard and 

in-line inspection competitions.  If anyone would like to watch the competition it will be 

on February 22nd in Fredericksburg.   

We are also planning a Memorial Day service to honor our fallen brothers and sisters on 

May 28th at the Shrine Temple.   Following the ceremony light refreshments will be 

served. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.   

If you are a veteran and would like to participate with the Legion of Honor, please let 

one of us know, we would love to have you join us.   

Fraternally, 
Fred Maynard 
Commander 
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BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY 

 2/2 

Norman W Williams 

Edward M Allen 

Ken C Nicolas 

Howard K Kimball 
 
 2/3 

Stephen M Preece 

Kenneth D Meek 
 
 2/4 

LaVan R Parker, Jr 

Brian F Haulotte 
 

 2/5 

Joe D Parten 
 

 2/6 

Donald R Fairley 

 

  

  

 2/14 

James W Hollis 

Carl U Christensen 

Gregory S Randall 
 
 2/15 

Jerry T Woehl 

Thomas L Salem 
 
 2/16 

Ralph R Johnson 

 

 2/19 

Philip A Bates 

 

 2/20 

Oscar W Newcomb 

 

 2/21 

Randy E Andersson 

 

  

  

  2/7 

Marvin E Dabbs 

John B Pantermuel 

James J Mercier 

Charles E Maddox 

 

 2/9 

Lewis Curatolo Jr 

 

 2/10 

Eddie W Parker 

Stanley C Anderson 

William L Manning 
 
 2/12 

John C  Tonn 

James A Baker 

 

 

  

    

 2/22 

James W Shaw 

Shawn W Fredrick 

  

 2/24 

Jessie D Howard 

Johnny M Hudson 

Mark A Winkelmann 

 

 2/26 

Edward G Balagia 

Chadwyck Preece 

 

 

   


