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• East/West Shrine Game January 19 

•   Stated Meeting January 17

•   Super Bowl Party February 3

•  Happy New Year!
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It is January and time to elect the new Board of Directors for Ben Hur Shrine.  For the past year it has been 
my honor and privilege to serve Ben Hur as your Potentate.  

I want to thank the Board of Directors for all their support this year and for all we have accomplished.  
Thank you to the Nobles and Ladies, who do the work so necessary to help raise the fraternal and chari-
table funds for Ben Hur Shrine and Shriners Hospitals. 

A very special thanks goes to my Lady Vinna, for all her help, love and support throughout my years on 
the Divan.  She has been by my side every step of  the way and I do appreciate all she has done for me 
and for Ben Hur Shrine.    

My Lady Vinna and I wish each of you a blessed and Happy New Year!  God bless Ben Hur Shrine, our 
Service men and women, and all emergency personnel.

Fraternally, 

Greg Rye

POTENTATE'S 
MESSAGE

Recorder
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Hello Nobles and Ladies,

Chief Rabban

Nobles and Ladies of Ben Hur,

Welcome to a new year at Ben Hur!  I want to thank the Nobles for having the faith in me by electing me 
to be your Potentate for 2019. Installation of Officers will be at 10am, on January 5th.

We have a lot going on in January so pay attention to your Chariot or emails.  On January 19th we have the 
94th Annual East/West Shrine football game watch party.  Bring your favorite crock pot of chili, soup or 
beans.  Cornbread, crackers and other condiments will be provided.  Bar will be open for the usual dona-
tions.  Doors open at 2pm with the game starting at 3pm. No charge for this event.  Make sure you INVITE 
SOMEONE to the east / west game…Imperial is encouraging this as a great recruitment tool.

Unit Head Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 23rd at 6:30pm in the temple blue room.  Sand-
wiches will be provided. Since we are only going to have 2 meetings this year, I am asking that all Unit 
Heads and Club Presidents to please attend.  The other Unit Head meeting will be on Patriot Day, Wednes-
day, September 11th at 6:30pm.

Please sign up for EMMA.  It is the other way we get information out to the nobility.  Also, if you have 
facebook, please join the Ben Hur facebook group.  These forms of communication, besides the Chariot, 
keep people in the know on what is happening at Ben Hur.
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hiGh PRieST & PROPheT

Well, we made it to another year and we have a new addition to the Divan. This year we all 
need to make a resolution to spend more energy on the things that bring us joy. The thing that 
brings me the most joy is people helping others or just doing good things! There are so many 
people around us that do good things every day that go unnoticed so I thought I would bring 
a little attention to a few things our Nobles accomplished in December 2018.

JeffClark

Our Temple calendar has been updated and should be accurate.  So the calendar in the Chariot should be 
correct for all events and meetings.

I will do the best that I can this year to keep everyone informed of the happenings at the Temple and off 
site.  
 
If any members or their ladies are in distress (whether ill, hospitalized, or just would like to be added to 
the prayer list) please notify Chaplain David McBride.  Details of their distress will not be shared, but the 
Divan will be notified of the needed thoughts and prayers.

We would love to see more ladies at the stated meetings.  They seem to brighten the evening when they 
are here.  

Once again, thank you Nobles for your confidence and support.  We will have a great and fun year!
YITF,

There was a fifth grade student who was upset because his father 
who is in the Navy was stationed far from home. The student and
his school counselor came up with an idea to write Christmas cards 
to soldiers who are serving in the military and won’t be home 
for Christmas. They tried to find an organization that could get 
the cards to soldiers but it turned out to be much more difficult 
than they imagined. After a quick text message Noble Jeff Schlieve 
located someone who was sending a box overseas. Four hours 
later Noble Schlieve walked into an elementary school to pick up
the cards for delivery and made a HUGE impact on several 
students. He showed them that we can make a difference and 
sometimes it is much easier than we think. While he looked 
slightly terrified of the students it really was a great experience.

Noble Donny Gonzales came up with an idea for his Lodge, Round 
Rock 227, to sponsor a clothing drive to support a Shriners 
Outreach Clinic in the Valley. Through his efforts Round Rock 227 
partnered with eight local elementary schools and was able to take 
a huge load of clothing, diapers, and supplies to the Valley for the 
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Paul Pennington

patients. This was not a one-man operation, it was a way to bring the whole Lodge together 
while partnering with the community and Shriners. As a side note to the donation efforts, 
one of the members of RR 227 who is not a Shriner brought his family out for the Thorndale 
parade where the Brother’s kiddos were able to ride the float and have a great time. This is 
an example of the far reaching benefits of our actions. 

The last thing I am going to bring up was something that was twenty years in the making. 
Noble Rick Wheeler was honored with a Golden Trowel Award on December 13th. Over the 
years Noble Wheeler has done a tremendous amount of great “work” in and around Ma-
sonry. Like it or not he is partially responsible for me becoming a Shriner! For those of you 
who don’t know, the Golden Trowel Award is the highest honor a Texas Masonic Lodge can 
bestow upon one of its members. Brother Wheeler was a great choice!

That is all I have for now. Not all great deeds will be 
recognized but that isn’t why we do them. We do it to 
make the world a little bit better than it was when we 
started. I hope everyone has an amazing 2019 and is 
able to focus on what brings them joy!

S&F,
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT

               

DiD nOT ViSiT in

nOVeMbeR/DeCeMbeR

ReCORDeR

I certainly hope everyone had a Happy New Year. I am writing this before the New Year’s celebrations as 
My Lady Jeannette and I will be celebrating in England for the Holidays. 

For those of you who have the old Road Runner email accounts (austin.rr.com), you might be wonder-
ing why you have not received any of the many Emma email blasts we send from the office. We have 12 
people with austin.rr.com email accounts that continually bounce. You might consider moving your ac-
count to gmail or yahoo for your email service. It’s free. If you do switch your email, let the office know 
so we can update your record.

This is going to be a busy year. Our own Imperial Sir James R. Smith will be the next Imperial Chief 
Rabban in July and I am sure he has lots to keep him as well as Ben Hur busy. He is already planning his 
Imperial Session to be held in Houston.

For all the new Nobles that were created last year, remember, you only get out of the Shrine what you put 
into it. Find a unit, be active, have fun.

My final request is for all those that have not paid their 2019 dues, please do so before Stated Meeting. 
Remember, if you have not paid your dues, on January 1, 2019 you will no longer be in good standing with 
the Shrine. You cannot participate in Shrine activities, go to stated meeting, or be a member of affiliated 
groups. 

Along those lines, if you have an honest hardship and cannot pay your dues, please call the office and let 
us know. We cannot help if we don’t know about your difficulty. 
Welcome to 2019, let’s all have fun and grow Ben Hur.

YITF,

Sam Stimson
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1
Carl W Winters, Jr

2
Brian A Vance

Thomas J Iadanza

3
Kenneth M Lamb

4
Alfred E Blaschke
Donald R Adkins
Frank D Allard

6
Marty R Akins

7
 Edward T Laine

Anthony D Graziano

8
Wiley W Bell

James D Cochrane
Stephen D Willett, PP

Kevin D Woehl

9
Ed Cleere

Gene E Sanders PP

10
Roderick M Pugh
William M Bastas

11
Robert F Park Jr. PP

12
Fred Sams

13
Isaac E Burnette

14
Clarence C Cobb

Virgil E Cole
Hugh K Tidwell

15
James C Overcash

16
Bobby G Harden
Norman C Tolpo
Chandler Davis

18
William F McFarlin Jr.

Henry R Tindell
Aaron K Robertson

19
Jason P Harrell

21
Frank G White Jr.

22
Cecil L Anderson

23
James L Caldwell, PhD

24
Stanley W Kozik
Vernon H Emken

25
David E Yeager

26
James W Maines
Bode L Barker

27
Orville C Robbins

28
John W Turner

Robert L Eschenburg, Jr

29
Donald L Heckmann
Sidney P McDavid

30
Horace R Overstreet

Rostam J Freitag

31
Howard N Landry
Garrett J Cooper

Michael D Hollingsworth

ATTEND YOUR
BLUE LODGE

THAT'S WHERE
SHRINERS ARE BORN!

JANUARY JANUARY
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2018  CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB
Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24
Andrea and Brad Cole, P.P. 10/23
Dale and Barbara Dugger 09/22
Duke and Tracey Dugger 09/22 
Alfred & Ellie Blaschke 03/22
Hubert & Dorothy Cook 02/22
Brian and Carol Vance 12/21
Vernon & Leona Milton 09/21
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/21
Doris Grabo 12/20
Dale & Barbara Dugger 09/20
Duke & Tracey Dugger 09/20
Ron & Jami Dewees 09/20
Jerrry & Bea Hohman 07/20
Romeo & Holly Denghel 03/20
Chuck & Pam Jones 03/20
Robert Martin 01/20
In Memory of Don Lee 12/19
David & Juanell Yeager 11/19
Chandler & Jo Ann Davis 11/19
Tom & Judy Schneider 11/19
Dave & Samone Isbell 10/19
Bob & Margaret Kelly, P.P. 10/19
Doris and Forest Cruse Sr. 10/19
Ron & Kay Harrison, P.P. 10/19
Billy D and Alice Edmondson 10/19
In Memory of Gail Carruth 09/19
Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 09/19

Sun City Shrine Club 09/19
Imp Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith 07/19

Craig and Marlene Clark 07/19
Ed and Cheryl Bromstad, P.P. 07/19

James and Janet Heineman 06/19
Brenda Willis Scholin 06/19

Bill Manning 05/19
Stan A. Penner 05/19

Herb and Shirley Canada 05/19
Stan & Betty Anderson 04/19

Charles Campbell 03/19
Russell Walker 03/19

Randy and Kathy K. Wimbish 02/19
Heather & Rob Kelly Jr. 02/19

Louise J. Hein 02/19
Tom Arbuckle 02/19

Charlie & Betty Farnham, P.P. 02/19
Byron & Linda Betncourt 02/19

John Eric Cooper 02/19
Jerry Comegys 01/19

Bobby G. Harden 01/19
Prairie Lea Lodge No. 114 11/18

Mike & Marianne Barry, P.P. 10/18
Jack Neal 10/18

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will 
drop all dates 09/18! Send in the form below TODAY with your $25.00 to become/remain a loyal booster club member.

Join the CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB. For $25.00 per year, your name will appear in every issue.

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER!
Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $__________
 [   ]  ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year
 [   ]  ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year
 [   ]  TWO LINES (Your name and your lady’s name on two separate lines) - $25 each per year, or a total of $45 per year

NAMES(S) _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  _____________________________________________________________________________

Proceeds from Boosters will be for the benefit of the BEN HUR CHARIOT. Please make check payable to BEN HUR 
SHRINE and mail to: BEN HUR SHRINE, 7811 Rockwood Lane, Austin, Texas 78757-1139
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Shriners Hospitals for Children Recognized as Brand of the Year

Saturday, May 5, 2018

Tampa, Florida (May 2, 2018) – Shriners Hospitals for Children is honored to share the news that it has been
named 2018 Health Nonprofit Brand of the Year, based on the Harris Poll EquiTrend® Equity Score.

In addition, Shriners Hospitals ranked Highest in Trust in its category.

The annual survey of brand equity, now in its 30th year, compares the brand health of thousands of brands
from hundreds of categories, including eight for nonprofit organizations, based on consumer responses. These
responses measure a range of knowledge and connections, including familiarity, quality social and
environmental impact, brand momentum and attachment, and trust, that indicate the health and strength of
a brand.

“Being chosen as the top Health Nonprofit Brand by such a respected and reliable study is truly an honor.
Receiving the Harris Poll award is indicative of the tremendous dedication and commitment our employees,
donors and volunteers have for our mission of improving the lives of children every day, worldwide. The efforts
of each of you are reflected in this award,” said John P. McCabe, executive vice president, Shriners Hospitals
for Children. “Since opening our first location in 1922, Shriners Hospitals has become a world-renowned,
respected and unique health care system with locations in three countries that continues to put the needs and
concerns of our patients first, regardless of the families’ ability to pay.”

In addition to being a leader in pediatric specialty care, especially in the areas of orthopaedics, burns, spinal
cord injury, and cleft lip and palate, Shriners Hospitals for Children is known for conducting innovative research
that has added to the worldwide body of medical knowledge and led to the development of treatment
techniques and protocols that are now recognized standards of care. Shriners Hospitals for Children is also
committed to providing excellent educational opportunities for medical professionals, thereby helping to shape
and guide the future of patient care.

While Shriners Hospitals for Children has locations in just three countries, the health care system’s reach and
impact is global. We are committed to reaching as many children who could benefit from our services and our
unique, generous approach to health care as we can, wherever they may live. Our compassionate health care
system has treated children from more than 150 countries and conducts more than 100 medical outreach clinics
outside the U.S. every year – from Guam to Panama.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is privileged to be among the charities recognized by the EquitTrend study, and
we congratulate all those who were also recognized for their important work.

More than 77,000 U.S. consumers participated in the online survey, conducted in January and February 2018.
The overall data is weighted to reflect the composition of the population, according to the U.S. census.

Editor’s Note: Reprinted from Shriners Village news article.
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New Patient Referral Process Approved at 
Imperial Session
Great news! It is now easier than ever to refer a patient to Shriners Hospitals for Children®! At the 138th Annual Session in 
July 2012, the attending delegates approved amendments to the Colorado Bylaws 509.2 and 509.3 which simplified the way 
for patients to access Shriners Hospitals.  Patients/families no longer need to fill out a two-page application form that must 
be processed before being considered for treatment. While this is a big change for our system and YOU, we want to assure 
you that our Shriners are more important than ever in finding children that need our help; as well as informing the public about 
the noble mission of Shriners Hospitals for Children. We need your participation now, more than ever, to reach more patients. 
This new process makes it easier for our patients and will still allow for engagement with the nobility. Travel and transportation 
support should not change. Contact your Shrine temple or hospital if you have questions.

This new intake process continues to support your valuable referrals, without the added step of completing a patient 
application. Instead, simply provide patients/families with the Shriners Hospitals for Children patient referral card, which may 
be obtained from your hospital or Shrine temple. In addition, a new Patient Referral Form will be forthcoming in the near future. 
However, the referral card is preferred, with the patient/family calling the hospital’s referral intake line directly.  Why?  This is 
the quickest and most convenient way for a patient to get the care they need.

When did this start?  In October 2012, Shriners Hospitals simplified the process for our new patients; allowing patients’ 
immediate scheduling for an appointment if their clinical needs meet the hospital’s scope of service. To avoid any confusion 
to our patients or the community, temple staff are asked to no longer use the application form and remove any reference to 
a patient application process in temple materials or website. Thank you for your continued hard work in helping the children. 
Please contact your local Shriners Hospitals facility if you have any questions. 

www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org 
To learn more about our services, or to refer a 

patient, visit shrinershospitalsforchildren.org 

to locate a hospital near you. Or call 800-237-5055 

in the U.S. or 800-361-7256 in Canada.
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Greetings from Ben Hera Court #91, Ladies Oriental Shrine.  We are looking forward to a very special and bright new year.
Our stated meetings are held at 7 PM on the second Friday of the month, at the Ben Hur Shrine Center and all LOS members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. We also have various other social events throughout the year that are open to all.  We would love our Shrine family and friends to join us for any and all 
of our functions, uniting us all in the spirit of helping the Shriners Children and supporting the Shriners Children’s Hospitals. 
Thank you to all who attended our Annual Christmas Social.  It was a fun and delicious time, enjoyed by all who attended.  We thank our 2nd Ceremonial Lady, 
Deborah Ortiz for her expert planning and management of the event.  A total of $220 was collected through our LOS Barren Tree for the Shrine Children's Hos-
pitals!
Princess Marie Dickson announced at our last meeting that the upcoming LOS event, Dinner and Murder, has been moved from January to March 2, 2019 at the 
Ben Hur Shrine Center.  Further details will follow.  This event will be a lot of fun and is open to all.  Please add this date to your calendar so you can join us!
Questions or comments regarding LOS membership, meetings and events may be directed to our High Priestess Luda Voskov, at lvoskov@austin.rr.com  or our 
Recorder Dottie Hughes, PHP, at dottiehughes@austin.rr.com.
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