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MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Come on out to the temple on the 13th 

and help us celebrate st Patrick’s day. 

Watch emma for more info.  
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BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

Fax  512-479-4060 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

ROMEO ‘THE COUNT’ DENGHEL 

2021 POTENTATE 
rdenghel@gmail.com     512-554-6356 

 

DENNIS MOTLEY…..…….……...CHIEF RABBAN 
 dennismotley65@gmail.com     512–844-8374 

CHUCK JONES…..…....ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 fatboyfab1955@gmail.com 512-797-0718 
 

JAMES HEINEMAN.HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
 heinemanja@yahoo.com   281-923-5890 
 

JAMES MCCONNELL….…..ORIENTAL GUIDE 
 jemcconnel@gmail.com      512-750-5242 
 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Chair 

 Jim & Debbie Kinley 

Entertainment Committee 

Danny Adrian, Mac & Laura Cutler, Dave Harnden. 

Russell Jones, Marco & Belinda Pizana, Sandra 

Pickering, Craig & Shelby Reiswig, Ted & Charla 

Robertson, Gene & Karen Sanders, Mike & Michelle 

Sanders, Brenda Scholin, Lana Stone, Jesus & 

Sonia Trevino, John Wood, 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Romeo Denghel, Potentate, Chief Rabban 

Dennis Motley, David Caylor,   

Recorder, Sam Stimson, PhD  

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 John Blair 

Parade Marshal 

 James McConnell, Oriental Guide 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 Ramon Reyes 

Public Relations 

 Buddy Funderburgh 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Ron Dewees 

Webmaster/Designer 

 Laura Holst 
APPOINTED STAFF 

   

Administrative Assistant for Office 

 Laura Holst 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Stanley Anderson 

Chaplain 

 Rev Don Long 

Colonel of Units 

 Earl Robertson, PP 

Donor Relations 

 James Heineman, High Priest & Prophet 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - Ferril “F.C.” Smith, MD 

Outer Guard - Robin Shannon 

1st Ceremonial Master—Russell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - John Wood 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban— Nicholas Jones 

Marshal - Silas Powell, PP 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Feb 18, 

2021. YOUR 2021 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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Potentates message—rdenghel@gmail.com 

Ladies and Nobles, 

As I am writing this in mid-February, the thermometer outside shows 

17 degrees instead of 71 degrees.  In all my years living in Texas, 

this has been the coldest week by far.  I have never seen so much 

snow on the ground in Cedar Park.  First Lady Holly and I were 

fortunate enough to have electricity and water without interruptions.  

We even hosted a couple friends at our house because they were 

without power and water for a significant amount of time.  But there is good news on 

the horizon!  The weather is supposed to be warmer soon, and we can get back to 

waiting for the bluebonnets to grow. 

Your Board of Directors has decided that we have had enough isolation.  I hear from a 

lot of our members that they either are fully vaccinated or have received their first 

dose.  Shriners across Texas are getting back to what we do best, fun and fellowship.  

And Ben Hur will not be left behind!  Therefore, we will have our Stated Meeting in 

March at the usual location.  The Entertainment Committee will provide us with a great 

meal, and I know there will be at least two kinds of dessert. 

We will also have our first event of this year on March 13th.  The Valentines Dance got 

rescheduled and it will be combined with Saint Patrick’s Day.  We are thinking of calling 

this event the Saint Valen-trick’s Day party.  Wear red, green, or both.  It won’t matter, 

I’ll still pinch you! 

I realize some of our members may not agree with resuming Shrine events at Ben Hur 
at this time.  That’s ok, I learned early on that you will never make everyone happy.  It 
is your right to choose whether you will attend these events.  Both events will observe 
recommended health and safety measures, and both events are optional.  Should you 
choose to attend, please take whatever precautions you deem necessary for your 
health and safety.  And don’t forget your smile!  We certainly need them in these trying 
times! 

Now it’s time for more strange customs from some obscure Transylvanian mountain 
village.  And since it’s March and Spring is in the air, this month’s article will focus on 
Spring customs, specifically newlywed customs.  Since I wrote about wedding customs 
last month, it is the logical next step.  All new couples who were wed within the 
previous year have to go through this custom, which may seem unfair to you at first 
glance.  On the first day of Spring, the villagers gather in the square for a big party.  
The river flowing through the valley plays an important role in this party.  The water is 
way too cold for swimming, and sometimes the villagers need to use picks and axes to 
break the ice.  Once the river is ready, the party starts. 

There’s usually a band that plays folk music and there is a lot of dancing.  The new 
brides are allowed to dance with anyone they want, except their new husbands.  If you 
attended this year’s Installation ceremony, you may remember that I have appointed a 
certain Past Potentate as the Official Suck-Up to the First Lady.  I was inspired to do 
this by the custom in the Transylvanian village where it is an honor to have a man 
flatter your wife.   
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Potentates message cont—rdenghel@gmail.com 

You may think this would drive a wedge between the newlyweds, but it actually has the 
opposite effect.  It forces the husband to be at the top of his game and be the best 
husband possible, because he knows his wife has other options.  He is supposed to take 
the suck-up out for drinks and often they are best friends.  I’m still not sure how the 
suck-up gets appointed or what qualifications a man must posses to earn such an 
appointment.  It is all done in good fun, and the suck-up never takes it farther than his 
ceremonial role.  Illustrious Sir Suck-Up to the First Lady, are we clear on that? 

Anyway, the new brides get to dance at the party with other men.  This may seem a 
little one-sided, but read on.  After everyone is tired of dancing and eating, it is time for 
the men to have their fun.  The new husbands take their new wives to the river shore, 
pick them up, and throw them as far as they can into the river.  Remember, it’s March 
in a village high up in the mountains, in a region farther north than Minneapolis.  The 
water is very cold!  The wife is supposed to be a good sport about it and get out of the 
water with a smile. 

There is even an option to get out of being thrown into the river.  If the husband deems 

that his wife has been an excellent, well-behaved wife, worthy of not being thrown into 

an icy river, the husband may make a statement to that effect and skip the whole thing.  

I think at this point I should mention how glad I am that First Lady Holly can swim. 

Over the centuries, it becomes a matter of family pride for the bride to get out of the 

icy river, get changed into dry clothes and rejoin the party.  There have been cases of 

young women getting sick, and this is always kept quiet because it is a great 

embarrassment for her family. 

Some women thought they would find a tricky way to avoid being thrown into the icy 

river.  They thought that if they were tall and/or stocky enough, the husband won’t be 

able to pick them up to throw them into the river.  This is where having a suck-up to 

your wife really comes in handy.  The two men join forces and get the job done. 

Please do not get any wrong ideas.  I do not endorse or suggest in any way that you 

should throw anyone into water, icy or otherwise.  Use your best judgment.  After all, 

you still have to live together and you will eventually fall asleep and let your guard 

down. 

I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the dance and at the 

Stated Meeting!  Meanwhile, stay warm and healthy.  Be grateful you do not live in a 

Transylvanian mountain village.  But 

learn to swim anyway, because you 

never know when you may need it. 

Fraternally, 
Romeo Denghel 
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High priest & prophet - heinemanja@yahoo.com 

Hello All, 
 
 It has been a tough week. I hope everyone came through 
the freeze with none to minimal damage to their property. 
Praying for those who did experience damage or loss during this 
time that will go down in Texas history books. 
 

Not much going on with Janet and me. We did have to 
rescue our Grandson, his Girl Friend, and her cousin from Austin. 
They were in an apartment with no electricity or water and living 
on Slim Jim’s. They are being fed and taken care of and should be back to 
their normal lives this week. 
 

Janet and I missed the Hella Shrine Nobility Ball due to the weather, 
but Hella pushed through and had a great evening. Once the thaw started, 
we did make it to Moslah’s Potentate Ball on Saturday, the 20th and will be 
heading to Midland to go to the Suez Nobility Ball on the 27th. We had a 
great time at the Moslah Ball. Caught up with a few of our Counterparts and 
were able to meet some of the Divan members from Moslah, Hella & Sharon.  
The meal and band were wonderful, but the fellowship was the best part of 
the evening. It was nice getting out and meeting with the Nobles and their 
wives. Even got to see Imperial 
Sir Jim Smith and First Lady 
Alice there as well. 
 
Keep safe, 
 
James Heineman 
High Priest and Prophet 
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The 2021 Polar Vortex caused a full week of frustration to all of Texas. Breaking rec-

ords set in 1983. 

 

Central Texas is coming off the coldest stretch of weather ever recorded at Camp 
Mabry in Austin. For exactly six days, or 144 hours, temperatures stayed at or 
below freezing (32 degrees). Temperatures dropped below freezing on Friday after-
noon, Feb. 12, and stayed at or below freezing until Thursday afternoon Feb. 18. 
 
The previous longest stretch with temperatures not rising above freezing was in De-
cember 1983, where we stayed at or below freezing for 140 hours. 
 
It was a week for nobles to stay indoors and hope your electricity or water did not go 
off. Many in the state lost electricity for days with temperatures inside homes hovering 
in the 40’s. It was a time when neighbor helped neighbor. 
 
I thought this article and accompanying photo’s could prove educational to those who 
follow in the next 38 years. They will be able to look through the Chariot archives and 
see what hardships their predecessors endured in 2021. (Next month I will cover the 
COVID Pandemic that is starting it’s second year) 
 
Sam Stimson 
Recorder 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Texana 123 

2 3 

BOD 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

Mini-B’s 

10 

Trailblazers 

11 

Provost 

Guard 

12 13 

St Patrick's 

Dance 

14 15 16 

Provost 

Directors 

Staff 

17 18 

BHS Stated 

19 20 

Grand 

Masters 

Conference 

(Thorndale) 

21 22 23 24 

Clowns 

25 

Carboys 

26 27 

RENTAL 

28 29 30 31    

March 2021 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 

Texana #123 

6 7 

BOD 

8 

Provost 

Guard 

9 10 

Rental 

11 12 13 

Mini-B’s 

14 15 

Stated 

Meeting 

16 

Game Night 

17 

Fireball (Off 

Site) 

18 19 20 

Provost 

Directors 

Staff 

21 22 

Carboys 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 

Clowns 

29 30  

April 2021 

VOTING IN THE BLUE ROOM 

VOTING IN THE BLUE ROOM 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE FAMOUS SHRINE 

CIRCUSES ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 

  
The very first Shrine Circus was the idea of Moslem Temple in Detroit, Michigan 
in 1920.  The leaders of Moslem assembled and contracted several high class 
circus acts during the winter months when the big circuses were laying off.  The 
show went over so well that they could not accommodate all the attendees and 
had to turn people away.  Pedestrians trying to get into the show blocked traffic 
for hundreds of feet.  The same thing happened at Kossair Temple in Louisville, 
Kentucky in spite of the fact that the Armory Building could seat 15,000 people 
per show.  Hella Temple in Dallas held a circus in April with 75,000 people 
attending.  Next was Karem Temple at Waco with the same amazing results. 
  
Now comes Ben Hur Temple with their show in September of 1922. The Ben Hur 
Shrine Circus was billed as the biggest thing ever staged in Austin, 
Texas.  Preliminary plans indicate that the show will be on a most elaborate 
scale.  A large open field has been reserved at E 19th and Speedway for the 
erection of the big top for ten evening performances from September 23 through 
the 29th.  There will be a matinee show on Friday for members of the 
Confederate Veterans Home, Home for Confederate Widows, State School for the 
Deaf, Settlement Home Orphans and local elementary institutions.  Sufficient 
tickets have been provided by members of Ben Hur members and Shrine 
Units.  A new Ford automobile will be awarded to a lucky winner each night of 
the circus. 
  
All production of the circus including refreshment sales, peanut sales, ticket sales 
and collection and promotion will be handled by members of Ben Hur.  The 
professional acts will be under the direction and management of a professional 
circus manager.  The famous Ben Hur Band will furnish all the music for the 
circus and concerts related to the circus. 
  
Advance ticket sales indicate that the interest is as intense as was anticipated by 
the most enthusiastic proponents.  The circus manager said that he had never 
seen such a greater amount of interest in a Shrine Circus four weeks in advance 
of the opening. 
 
While performing to sell out audiences the Circus Director determined that thy 
were not able to accommodate the throngs of excited circus fans during the 
scheduled shows and declared that they would extend the show for another three 
days.  On the final night of the extended show a $1000 Durant touring car would 
be given a way to a lucky winner.  
  
The Band Director and Patrol Captain state that the proceeds from the circus 
should more than pay for the Annual Pilgrimage to Washington D.C. in 1923. The 
Ben Hur Band and Patrol were the organizers and managers of the 1922 Ben Hur 
Shrine Circus. 
  
Gene Freudenberg PP/Historian 
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BEN HUR MOTORCYCLE CLUB 
We all know that it seems like a hundred years ago but come out and see what the Ben 

Hur Motorcycle Club has or has not been up to! 

As most of you already know the 2nd Saturday of each month is designated as our ride 

day. However, with all the Covid restrictions and precautions over the past year and 

then that being coupled with calendar conflicts has made this nearly impossible for us to 

even meet much less enjoy a ride with our Brothers.  

But as we enter a new year things are starting to look a little brighter for us all. Though 

there are still standards in place and steps taken to lessen any transmission of this 

terrible disease but it's time we start to try and get back to a more normalized lifestyle 

and get back in the saddle! 

So as is our "norm" ....  and of course it would begin with a calendar conflict for 

some ... I'm asking for those interested and available to meet with us on Saturday, 

March 13, 2021 at the Jim's Restaurant located at 9091 Research Blvd (US 183/Burnet 

Rd) at 8:30 AM. We can enjoy breakfast, coffee and talk about a few things the Club 

would like to do for 2021 .....  like meetings, dues, rides, Fireball and anything else for 

the good of the order. Again, I know there is a conflict at the highest level (TSA Mid 

Winter) but we need to start somewhere and this is as good a date as any. 

The next "scheduled" ride after that will be bumped one week to Saturday, April 17, 

2021 with details on meeting up in the BHMC article in the April Chariot. The reason for 

moving our ride date is because the folks involved with "Fireball" are asking for our 

participation and support. For those not knowing what "Fireball" is please read the ad 

elsewhere in this Chariot. This is usually a very fun time and a great Memorial ride is 

planned to honor two of the founding members, Bruce and Gorilla. 

Please try to RSVP for the meet up on March 13th so that we can hold enough space at 

Jim's! 

Robert Ligon, P.P. 
President 
Ben Hur Motorcycle Club 
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WILCO SHRINE CLUB 
 

Once again and with regrets, I report that the banquet room at Berry Creek Golf and 
Country Club remains closed for Shrine Club dinner meetings, until at least May. I still 
haven't been successful at locating an appropriate and safe place for us all to come 
together.   
 
One of the founding members of the Sun City Shrine Club, Noble Louis Edward 
Gibson, surrounded by his four daughters and other family members passed away on 
8 January, shortly before his 93rd birthday. As of 13 February, arrangements for a 
memorial service at Ramsey Funeral Home (www.ramseyfuneral.com) in Georgetown 
are pending. We send our condolences and prayers to his family.  
 
If any member would like to submit their suggestions for the 2021 Sun City Holiday 
Lights and Decorations, please send them to new chairman, Noble Gary Kramer. His 
email, (Bogey08@gmail.com).  
 
During these days of Social Restrictions, we could not have better leadership than those 
Nobles and Ladies in our elected and appointed Ben Hur Divan.  
 
Like you, I wish for this pandemic to end. Best wishes to each of you and may God 
bless. 
 
Ron Speaks 

 

Cheeky's Broccoli corner 

mailto:Bogey08@gmail.com
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2021 CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

 

 
NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? Remember to check the date following your 

name. Next edition will drop all dates to 4/21 ! Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to 

become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
Al & Ellie Blaschke 02/25 
In Memory of Gus Carlson 02/25 
Doris Grabo 12/24 
Aggie & George Auer, PP 08/24 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/24 
‘The Count’ and Lady Denghel 07/24  
Chuck “Fester” & Pam Jones 06/24 
Ralph & Vera Reasor 01/24 
Prairie Lea Lodge #114 11/23 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 11/23 
Andrea & Brad Cole, PP 10/23 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 10/23 
James & Janet Heineman 07/23 
Imp. Sir Jim & Lady Alice Smith 07/23 
Dottie Hughes & Alan Mulder 07/23 
Kathy & Randy Wimbish 02/23 
Heather & Rob Kelly, Jr 02/23 
Louise J Hein 02/23 
Dale & Barbara Dugger 09/22 
Duke & Tracey Dugger 09/22 
Ron & Jami Dewees 07/22 
Alfred & Ellie Blaschke 03/22 
Byron & Linda Betncourt 03/22 
Bob Newlander 03/22 
Charles Campbell 02/22 
Hubert & Dorothy Cook 02/22 
Bob Newlander 01/22 
Bobby G Harden 01/22 
Highland Lakes Shrine Club 01/22 

Jack Neal 12/21 
Charlie & Betty Farnham 12/21 
John Cooper 12/21 
Tom & Judy Schneider 12/21 
Forest & Doris Cruse 12/21 
Leonard & Lidia Bronik 11/21 
Jim & Sharlene Worley 11/21 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/21 
David & Samon Isbell 10/21 
Dr. & Mrs Mike Barry, PP 10/21 
Vernon & Leona Milton 09/21 
In Memory of Gail Carruth 09/21 
Gerald "Jerry" Carruth 09/21 
Bill Manning 08/21 
Jim & Donna King 08/21 
Herb & Shirley Canada 08/21 
Count & Mrs. Denghel 08/21 
Charles & Emily Maddox 07/21 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/21 
WILCO Shrine Club 07/21 
Henry & Vicki Shoenfelt 07/21 
Charles Casey 05/21 
In Memory of Judy Casey 05/21 
Colorado Commandery #4 KT 05/21 
Austin Council #2 RSM 05/21 
Lonestar Chapter #6 RAM 05/21 
Bill Manning 05/21 
In Memory of Betty Anderson 04/21 
Stan Anderson 04/21 
Alice & Billy Edmondson 03/21 
Charles Campbell 03/21 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       
 

 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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NOBILITY SALES ITEMS 

Do you have a business or know of a business that would like to reach 

over 700 views?  We would love additional business sponsorships for 

our Chariot.  For additional information contact Ben Hur Shrine at 

secretary@benhurshrine.org or 512-480-0812 

Items have already sold by being posted here. Got something to sell? 

Let us know and we will post it ... 

mailto:secretary@benhurshrine.org
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DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 

 3/1 

Gregory A Murrow 

Michael E Sanders 
 
 3/2 

Jack O Neal 

James R Smith, Imp P 

James C Funderburgh 
 
 3/3 

James R Brown 

Charles R Caudill 
 
 3/4 

Terry G Spencer 

Mac L Cutler 

Dale R Evert, Jr 
 
 3/5 

Vernon L Bracewell, Jr 

David L Hornbeck 
 
 3/6 

Keith W Caron 
 

 3/7 

Wendell R Keeling 

Jimmy S Weatherly 

Russell E Sellers 

Frederick Reinig 

Doyle E Hobbs, Jr 

 3/8 

Aaron B Hilton 

 

 3/9 

Laymon D Stewart 
 
 3/10 

Charles E Ericson 

Gregory P Rye, PP 
 
 3/11 

George Pipes 

Kenneth R Kolchier 
 

 3/12 

Harold R Towslee 
 

 3/13 

James C Wells 

Ferril C Smith, MD 

 

 3/15 

Kenneth J Aune 

 

 3/16 

Bernard R Casey 

 

 3/17 

Charles L Lacallade 

William A Hoover, Jr 

George R Haehn 

  

 3/18 

David A McBride 

Tory B Bond 

Rafael Renteria 
 

 3/19 

James M King 

Larry G Spence 

Fred H Heidemann 
 
 3/20 

Alfred W Boulter 

William R Simpson 

Russell M Hur 

Johnny S Turner 
 
 3/22 

R. D. Moore, Jr 

Lynn C Stout, Sr. 

Jesus O Trevino 
 
 3/23 

Louis A Dale 

Forrest L Holloway 
 
 3/24 

Stanley A Penner 
 
  

 3/25 

David P McGlamery 

Robert M Chamberlain 

 

 3/26 

George H Lester, Jr. 

Bradley C Cole, PP 

 

 3/27 

James K Hackfeld 

Donald R Walker 

 

 3/28 

Jack D Rhoades 

Richard L Garrett 

 

 3/31 

Francisco Reyes 

  

 

  


